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Overview of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (the Authority) is an independent Commonwealth agency established by the Australian Government under the Water Act 2007 (the Water Act).

The primary responsibility of the Authority is to optimise the economic, social and environmental outcomes within the Murray-Darling Basin. The Authority will achieve this through the preparation of the Basin Plan, the central element of which is a sustainable and integrated limit on groundwater and surface water diversions. The Basin Plan also includes an Environmental Watering Plan, a Water Quality and Salinity Management Plan and water trading rules.

The Authority’s website www.mdba.gov.au will provide you with more detailed information on the Authority and the context in which it is undertaking its work.

The Basin Community Committee (BCC) 

The Basin Community Committee (BCC) is established by the Authority as an advisory committee under the Water Act to provide key advice to the Authority about the performance of its functions including providing advice about:
· engaging the community in preparation of each iteration of the Basin Plan; 

· community matters relating to the Basin water resources; and

· matters referred to the Committee by the Authority.

The BCC has a role advising the Ministerial Council on its functions under the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement, which may include matters such as delivery of natural resource management programs. 

The Ministerial Council may invite the Chair of the BCC to attend meetings of the Ministerial Council as an observer.

The Water Act requires that the BCC consist of a Chair and up to 16 other members. The Committee must include one member of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and at least 8 individuals who are water users or representatives of one or more water users.

A water user is someone engaged in irrigated agriculture; or engaged in environmental water management; or who uses water for industrial purposes; or uses stock and domestic water; or a person engaged in interception activities with a significant impact on water resources (whether on an activity by activity basis or cumulatively).

In performing its roles, the BCC often liaises with the wider Basin community, including convening regional meetings with relevant groups.  To date, regional meetings have been held in Basin towns such as St George, Goolwa, Griffith and Albury.

The BCC must also establish irrigation and environmental water sub-committees, and may establish other sub-committees.

The Authority secretariat supports the work of the BCC.

Basin Community Committee membership - Expressions of Interest

The Authority is seeking expressions of interest from people interested in appointment to the Basin Community Committee (BCC) from mid 2012.

To be eligible for appointment as a BCC member, a person must have a high level of expertise or interest in:

· community, Indigenous or local government matters relevant to Basin water resources; or 

· irrigated agriculture; or

· environmental water management.

The applicant must also be nominated by the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council to be eligible for appointment by the Authority. This process will be managed by the Authority and applicants are not required to take further action beyond their application to the Authority. 

Remuneration  

Sitting fees for the part-time members of the Committee will be $405 per day and $547 for the Committee Chair. Travel expenses for official Authority business will be as per the Remuneration Tribunal’s Determination 2010/08 (as amended) Official Travel for Office Holders. 

http://www.remtribunal.gov.au/determinationsReports/byYear/2010/2010-08%20Determination.pdf 

Period of appointment and meeting frequency 

Members of the committee will be appointed on a part-time basis for a period of three years from mid 2012.  The Committee must meet at least six times a year, and generally meets for two days approximately every six weeks. 

Location

While the Murray-Darling Basin Authority is located in Canberra, Committee members will be required to attend meetings and undertake community consultation at centres across the entire Murray-Darling Basin. 

Other useful Information 

The Water Act 2007 establishes the Authority and requires the development of the Basin Plan for the sustainable management of the water resources of the Murray-Darling Basin.  For more information on the Water Act, see: http://www.environment.gov.au/water/australia/water-act/index.html
The Agreement on Murray-Darling Basin Reform signed at the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting on 3 July 2008.  The agreement can be found at:

http://www.coag.gov.au/coag_meeting_outcomes/2008-07-03/docs/Murray_Darling_IGA.pdf 

The Government’s Water for the Future framework is a comprehensive national response to meet the immense challenge in tackling Australia’s water scarcity, including the impact of climate change, on our water resources in both rural and urban areas.  

Water for the Future is being delivered through a ten-year, $12.9 billion investment in strategic programs, improved water management arrangements, and a renewed commitment to water reform nationally. 

For more information, go to http://www.environment.gov.au/water/australia/index.html 

The Application Process
The format for expressions of interest is flexible however your submission should be easy to read, accurate, concise and informative.

You should consider the functions of the Committee and the eligibility criteria for appointment when outlining your specific expertise and areas of interest, and what you can offer this committee. This information shall preferably be contained in a single document for ease of handling.

You may include other documents to support your application, including names and contact details for referees as considered appropriate.

Please also complete and attach the Basin Community Committee application form to your application.

Expressions of interest shall preferably be provided in Word format and quote Basin Community Committee.  These should be emailed to: jackie.luethi@mdba.gov.au. by close of business 30 September 2011.
Hard copy expressions of interest can also be faxed to (02) 6275 2858 or posted by close of business 30 September 2011 to:

Chief Executive

Murray-Darling Basin Authority

GPO Box 1801

Canberra  ACT 2601

Expressions of interest close on 30 September 2011
Further Information 

Jackie Luethi

Murray-Darling Basin Authority  

Telephone 02-6279 0632

email jackie.luethi@mdba.gov.au. 
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	Applicant Information

	Full Name:
	
	
	
	
	

	
Last                                                                 First
	
	Title

	Address:
	
	

	
	Street Address
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Town/Suburb
	State
	Postcode

	Home Phone:
	(         )
	Mobile Phone:
	

	Work Phone:      
	(         )
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Occupation:
	

	

	
	

	Eligibility Information

	This information will be used to ensure that the requirements in the Water Act 2007 for the composition of the Basin Community Committee are met.  These requirements are outlined in the information pack.

	Do you identify as Indigenous?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I do not wish to identify

	What is your gender?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Female
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Male

	What is/are your area(s) of expertise or interest?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Community 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Environmental water
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Indigenous

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Local government
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Irrigated agriculture
	   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Natural resource or catchment management

	Current position in a relevant committee or organisation:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	If yes, please specify:
	

	Are you a water user or a representative of water users?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Irrigated agriculture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Stock and domestic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Industrial

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Environmental water
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Interception

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
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Basin Community Committee application form








