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 Important information on water recovery

The overall target for water recovery through The Living Murray first step is an average of 500 GL of water per year.  Significant progress has been made in recovering water for the environment.  There is currently 479.97 GL of water listed on the Environmental Water Register.  The actual volume of water available each year against these entitlements is dependent on allocations.

At Ministerial Council Meeting No. 2 on 13 November 2009, Ministers noted that the current suite of projects would deliver an estimated 485 GL or 97% of the 500 GL target over the coming months.  After this time there will be ongoing activity by some states to finalise listings.

Summary of water recovery progress

The total water recovered and listed on the Environmental Water Register is currently 479.97 GL long-term Cap equivalent (LTCE), with a further 7.1 GL LTCE to be recovered by projects still being implemented.

The graph and tables in this document highlight the status of water recovery projects in relation to achieving the average 500 gigalitre (GL) target of The Living Murray's first step. Progress against indicative targets for each jurisdiction is shown in the table below the graph.
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* Note: Water recovered by MDBA and the Australian Government (Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities [SEWPAC]) projects is accredited to the states from where the water is recovered.  
The table below shows the total volume of water recovered by each jurisdiction as at 4 November 2011, once water recovered by MDBA and SEWPAC projects is accredited to states.
 State / Territory
Being implemented
Recovered water
Recovery Target

 NSW

3.550
217.936
249

 VIC

3.550
219.510
214

 SA

0
42.527
35

 ACT

0

0

2

 Total
7.100
479.973
500
Water Recovery Measures Listed on the Environmental Water Register 


These projects (or components of projects) have been completed. The recovered water is available for environmental use, subject to allocations.
State / Territory
Type of Project
Title of water recovery measure

Volume GL (LTCE)

SA

Market-based

Securing Government Held Water and Purchases from Willing Sellers 

17

SA

Market-based

Securing Government Held Water for Environmental Use 

13

SA

Market-based

Purchase from Willing Sellers 

5

SA

Market-based

Securing Government Held Water for Environmental Use (additional contribution)
0.999

NSW

Market-based

Murray Irrigation Limited Supplementary Water Access License 
17.8
NSW
Infrastructure

Pipe-it 

0.16168

NSW

Market / Inf.

NSW Package B 
561
NSW

Market-Based

NSW Market Purchase Measure 

115.27
NSW

Infrastructure

NSW Wetlands Water Savings Stage 1 

0.550

NSW
Market-based

Tandou Limited Supplementary Water Access Licence 
9.3

VIC
Regulatory / Inf.

Goulburn Murray Water Recovery Package 

144.9
VIC
Infrastructure

Shepparton Irrigation Area Modernisation Project 

29.3

VIC

Infrastructure
Lake Mokoan 
28.12
SEWPAC
Infrastructure

Water Through Efficiency Tender 

0.17577

MDBA
Infrastructure

Ricegrowers’ On-farm Water Efficiency Round 2 
6.274
MDBA
Market-Based

Living Murray Water Purchase 

18.646
MDBA
Infrastructure

Ricegrowers’ On-farm Water Efficiency Round_A1 
1.1856
MDBA

Market-Based

Pilot Market Purchase Measure 
13.285
MDBA

Market-Based
Sustainable Soils & Farms On-farm Reconfiguration Demonstration
3.026
Total Volume on Environmental Water Register at 4 November 2011
479.97 GL
1 Interim Listing on Environmental Water Register at 24 June 2009
2 Interim listings on Environmental Water Register at 22 December 2009



Projects currently being implemented: (Eligible Measures Register)

Development has been finalised for these projects, and they are currently being implemented. Once complete, projects will contribute to The Living Murray's water recovery objectives. Some of these projects will not recover as much water as originally expected due to a number of factors including changes in project budget, changes in the market price of water or changes in water market rules. A number of these measures are nearing completion and will be considered for listing on the Environmental Water Register over the coming months.
State / Territory
Type of project
Recovery Source
Expected Recovery GL (LTCE)
NSW

Market/Inf.

NSW Package B

7.11
 

 

 Total expected water recovery:
7.1 GL
1 Remainder of 63.1 GL total for this project. 56 GL interim listed on the Environmental Water Register.
Other Environmental Water

In addition to water recovery projects currently being developed and delivered through The Living Murray, the Murray River has received other environmental flow entitlements. The availability of these entitlements varies from year to year and is subject to prevailing environmental conditions. This table does not include water purchased by the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (www.environment.gov.au).
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 The following table indicates only some of the entitlements and will be updated with further information as it becomes available.

Allocation name
Year approved
 Responsibility and when water becomes active
Barmah-Millewa Forest EWA 

1993

2006
100 GL/yr shared by NSW and Victoria is paid into the account every year (provision to carryover up to 700 GL) 
An additional 50 GL/yr, shared by NSW and Victoria, is triggered when natural inflows to Hume reach a specified level over the previous 30 - 35 months
Lower Darling River ECA

2002

30 GL/yr (MDBA control = Menindee Lakes must be >480 GL, and have been >640GL since the last time it was <480GL)

NSW Murray Wetlands EWA

2000

30 GL/yr 

Moira Lakes Savings

2000

2.027 GL/yr (for use in NSW Murray wetlands) 

Murrumbidgee ECA

1998

25 GL/yr (additional volume of 25 GL/yr when allocations are <80%, increasing up to 200 GL for allocations 80% - 100%) 

Murray Additional Environmental Allowance

2000

5.4 GL/yr whenever the high security allocation is equal or less than 97%

Victorian Murray Wetlands EWA

1987

27.6 GL/yr (2600 ML/yr allocated to Hird and Johnsons Swamps)




