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Source:
Goulburn Murray Water Blue Green Algae Status Report
(27/01/2012). Australian Water Quality Centre (SA Water)
Weekly report.NSW Office of Water Regional Algal
Coordinating
Committee (RACC) Murray (31/01/2012) Murrumbidgee
(25/01/2012) and Sunraysia Alert List (31/01/2012).
These representations of Blue Green Algae monitoring
locations are indicative and not to scale.
Copyright 2012 MDBA All Rights Reserved.

Recreatonal  Al ert Level s  for  Blue Green Algae  (Cyanobacteria ) 
Cell count Expressed in mL and biovolume equivalent expressed in mm 3 /L 

Nil Alert Level  = 500 cells/mL of Microcysts aerugi nosa  
 
>0.04 mm 3/L for combined total of all Cyanobacteria  

Green Alert Level  >500 cells/mL and <5000 cells/mL of Microcysts aer ugi nosa  
 
>0.04 mm 3/L to <0.4 mm 3/L for combined total of all Cyanobacteria  

Amber Alert Level  >5000 cells/mL and <50 000 cells/mL of Microcysts aerugi nosa  
 
>0.4 mm 3/L to <4 mm 3/L for combined total of all Cyanobacteria  

 
 
 

Red Alert Level  
 
 

Toxin count expressed in µg/L  
Algal Scum On water  

 

>50 000 cells/mL of Microcysts aerugi nosa  
 
4 mm 3/L for combined total of all Cyanobacteria . Where known 
toxic cyanobacteria  is dominant in the total biovolume.  
 
>10 mm 3/L for combined total of all cyanobacteria  
 
>10 µg/L  
scums are present for extended periods  

Algal Alerts for Recreaton Wa ter  fol low Naaonal  Heal th and Med i cal  Resear ch Counci l  Gui del i nes ( NHMRC  2005: 111)  
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