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RIVER MURRAY WEEKLY REPORT 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING WEDNESDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
Trim Ref: D16/30121 
Rainfall and inflows 
A low pressure system drifting in from central Australia delivered widespread rainfall from southern 
Queensland down through much of New South Wales and into the north-east of Victoria. Falls were 
typically between 25 mm and 100 mm. Eulo in the Warrego catchment of Queensland received 66 mm 
of rainfall while in NSW 99 mm fell at Hargraves and 117 mm at Coonabarabran. Canberra picked up 
56 mm while in Victoria the highest total was 67 mm at Dartmouth Reservoir. 

From Friday further rainfall is forecast across much of the southern Basin, particularly over the Murray 
catchments. 

 
Map 1 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall week ending 7th September 2016 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology (BoM)) 

The rainfall last week, and again over the weekend, delivered increased flows in the upper Murray 
tributaries. Hinnomunjie, on the Mitta Mitta River, increased from 3,400 ML/day to 14,000 ML/day before 
receding back to 3,300 ML/day. On the upper Murray, the flow at Biggara rose to 10,000 ML/day before 
receding towards 4,200 ML/day. Renewed stream rises are expected from Friday’s forecast rainfall. 

  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
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River operations 

 
Irrigation allocations increased in NSW and Victoria at the beginning of September, see page 8. Murray 
allocations in Victoria and NSW are not yet at 100% as storage in Dartmouth Dam is only at 60% and 
also because water is not yet available to the Murray from Menindee Lakes (14% capacity). In the 
coming weeks and months, any water demands which are met from tributary inflows downstream of 
Hume Dam will reduce the reliance on water held in storage and therefore may allow NSW and Victoria 
to further increase allocations.   

Unregulated flows (that is those flows unable to be captured in Lake Victoria) are currently available in 
the Murray and Edward River systems downstream of Hume Reservoir. Forecast rain is likely to extend 
the period of unregulated flows. The unregulated flows are providing extra opportunities for 
environmental watering along the Murray.  Environmental managers and system operators are working 
closely to achieve the best possible overall environmental outcomes from the Barmah-Millewa Forest to 
the Coorong. 

MDBA total storage increased by 319 GL this week, with the active storage now 5,616 GL (67% 
capacity). 

At Dartmouth Reservoir, the storage volume increased by 99 GL to 2,305 GL (60% capacity) and the 
releases, measured at Colemans, continue to target the minimum flow rate of 200 ML/day.  

As a result of rain from last week and again over the weekend, inflows to Hume peaked at over 75,000 
ML/day.  The total storage volume at Hume Reservoir increased by 192 GL to 2,921 GL (97% capacity). 
MDBA began airspace management releases on 29 August and operations at Hume have now 
transitioned to flood operations with the arrival of the high inflows and storage levels.  Release from 
Hume was increased on Tuesday to 45,000 ML/day (see Photo 1 & 2) in response to the high inflows.  
With further rain forecast on and after Friday 9 September, we have maintained releases at this rate in 
order to recover some ‘airspace’ in the reservoir ahead of the next inflow event.  However, as the storage 
approaches its full supply level (3,005 GL), the dam will have reduced capacity to mitigate future floods.  

Further details about flood management at Hume Dam are available on the MDBA website. Regular 
updates on Hume storage levels and releases will continue to be provided in future weekly reports.  
Although MDBA undertakes dam operations at Hume Dam during actual flood events, we do not issue 
public flood forecasts or warnings for the River Murray. This remains the responsibility of the Bureau 
of Meteorology. To ensure the full range of factors affecting downstream flood events are considered, 
our operators work closely with the Bureau’s flood forecasters to exchange information about rainfall, 
inflows (including from tributaries downstream of Hume), forecasts and dam operations. The BoM 
compile all this information to develop forecasts of river flows and then, when appropriate, issue flood 
warnings. 

Further rainfall is forecast for Friday and beyond and with catchments already saturated, there is likely 
to be renewed high inflows into Hume Dam. Downstream communities and landholders are reminded 
to keep up with the latest Flood Watches and Warnings issued by the Bureau of Meteorology. In addition, 
community members living close to the river downstream of Hume Dam are reminded that they can 
register to the WaterNSW Early Warning Network (EWN) service. This service alerts people when the 
River Murray increases to relatively high levels in the stretch downstream of Hume Dam to Albury via 
SMS, email or voice message notifications. 

 

 
 

• Spills from Hume Dam 
• Flood Watch issued for north east Victoria and NSW 
• BoM issues Minor to Moderate flood warning for the Murray River 
• Wentworth weir pool being lowered 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-murray-system/running-river-murray/flood-management-hume-dam
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings/
http://www.waternsw.com.au/about/ewn
http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/wrap_fwo.pl?IDN36629.html
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Photos 1 & 2 – The Hume Dam spillway passing 45,000 ML/day. Source: Tim Tanner, WaterNSW. 
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Downstream of Hume, the Kiewa River contributed over 13,000 ML/day to the Murray during the 
weekend before receding to the current flow at Bandiana near 5,000 ML/day. Downstream of the Kiewa 
and Murray junction, the Albury river level has exceeded the minor flood level of 4.3 m.  The forecast 
rainfall could produce further rises in the Kiewa River and at Albury and downstream even if releases 
from Hume remain steady.  

The Ovens River at Wangaratta reached 26,000 ML/day on Friday with a second peak over 22,000 
ML/day on Sunday. The flow has since receded to 14,100 ML/day but renewed stream rises are 
expected across the Ovens and King catchments from Friday if the forecast heavy rainfall eventuates.  

The high Kiewa and Ovens inflows have built upon already high flows in the Murray. As a result releases 
from Yarrawonga Weir have been gradually increased up to the current rate of 50,000 ML/day, while 
the Yarrawonga weir pool has been slowly lowered to 124.6 m AHD in anticipation of higher upstream 
inflows from Friday’s rain event. The release is anticipated to remain relatively stable until the weekend 
when further increases are expected. Downstream communities and landholders are reminded to keep 
up with the latest Flood Watches and Warnings issued by the Bureau of Meteorology. 

On the Edward River, the flow through the Edward Offtake is near 2,100 ML/day while the Gulpa Offtake 
is 780 ML/day. Return flows continue to enter the Edward River from the Millewa forest, with the 
downstream flow at Toonalook rising to around 5,500 ML/day. At Stevens Weir, the gates have been 
reinstalled and the flow is currently 4,300 ML/day. At Kyalite the flow peaked near 12,000 ML/day last 
week and has receded back to 9,100 ML/day. The flow is expected to reduce further over the next 
couple of weeks. 

Inflows to the Murray from the Goulburn River peaked at just over 10,000 ML/day earlier this week 
before receding to 8,900 ML/day. Streamflow increases are expected from the next rain event. 

On the Murray at Torrumbarry Weir, the weir pool is back to Full Supply Level (86.05 m AHD). The 
downstream flow receded to 16,300 ML/day before upstream Goulburn inflows helped increase the flow 
to 20,500 ML/day. The flow is expected to rise again this week which may result in continued inundation 
of the Gunbower and Koondrook-Perricoota Forests which were naturally inundated during August.  

Burrinjuck Reservoir is now spilling and flows at Gundagai peaked at over 50,000 ML/day during the 
week due to high rainfall and runoff.  At Balranald on the Murrumbidgee River, the flow has risen to 
7,700 ML/day and is expected to remain between 7-9,000 ML/day for the remainder of September.   
Downstream on the Murray at Euston, the flow peaked around 37,500 ML/day before slowly receding 
to 35,400 ML/day and is expected to recede further over the next few days. Euston weir pool is currently 
targeting a level of around 25 cm below FSL.  

On the Darling River at Menindee Lakes the storage increased 22 GL to 234 GL (14% capacity). Inflows 
from the Darling continue with the flow upstream at Bourke currently around 5,100 ML/day. Releases 
from Lake Wetherell into the lower Darling River continue at 930 ML/day, with the flow downstream at 
Burtundy 180 ML/day. Higher flows are expected to arrive at Burtundy this coming week which will help 
accelerate the passage of saline water down the Darling. Given the high flows in the Murray, only a 
minor and short-lived rise in salinity is expected in the Murray. The MDBA is temporarily lowering 
Wentworth weir pool to try to reduce high salinity levels in the Darling River arm of the weir pool. The 
weir pool is currently 10 cm below FSL and may be lowered as much as 80 cm below FSL in the near 
future. For further information please see the attached media release. 

On the Murray at Lock 9 the weir pool is currently 12 cm above FSL and at Lock 8 the weir pool is 70 
cm above FSL. The river is flowing freely through Lock 7 as the stop logs have been fully removed. The 
higher flows are resulting in a river height around 110 cm above FSL.  

At Lake Victoria the total storage increased by 6 GL to 584 GL (86% capacity). However, with high 
flows upstream in both the Murray and Murrumbidgee rivers, the MDBA is now lowering Lake Victoria 
to minimise the time that Lake Victoria is held at Full Supply Level in order to reduce the disturbance to 
Aboriginal cultural heritage material. The lake will be filled to FSL by the conclusion of unregulated flows. 

Operations to further test the Chowilla Regulator and ancillary structures commenced on 10 August 
2016 and are anticipated to extend until December 2016, provided flow conditions remain favourable. 
Testing involves progressively placing stop logs between the concrete piers at the Chowilla Regulator 
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to raise the water level behind the structure. Currently the water level at the Chowilla Regulator is near 
19.4 m AHD (3.1 m above normal pool level) but may be increased up to 19.75 m AHD if the flow to 
South Australia remains around the current rate for an extended period.  

As water levels are raised behind the Chowilla Regulator, the Lock 6 water level has been progressively 
raised, at a rate of approximately by 0.05 m/day, up to the current level of 19.75 m AHD (0.5 m above 
FSL). Raising the Lock 6 water level is important to manage water quality and protect important habitat 
for native fish. This event will enable further testing of the environmental watering structures and provide 
inundation across the floodplain to improve the condition of floodplain vegetation and habitat for wildlife. 

The flow to South Australia averaged 31,700 ML/day this week and is expected to be slightly higher 
over the coming week, in part due to the reduced inflows and increased outflows from Lake Victoria. 

At Lock 5 the current target weir pool level is 45 cm above FSL, while the Lock 2 weir pool is being 
raised by up to 0.75 m above the normal pool height. This will raise Lock 2 to 6.85 m AHD. The weir 
pool raisings are using unregulated flow and environmental water provided by the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder.  

Weir pool manipulations aim to reinstate some of the natural variability of water levels in the River Murray 
system, which has been lost due to river regulation. The manipulations will assist to improve lateral 
connectivity, health, resilience and biodiversity of the river channel, floodplain and wetlands. Weir pool 
manipulations are now a routine part of river operations along the Murray. 

Downstream at the Lower Lakes, flows through the barrages continued with higher flow rates than last 
week. Releases are being made to help improve water quality in Lake Albert and the Coorong, and to 
assist in scouring sand from the Murray Mouth. The 5-day average water level in Lake Alexandrina is to 
0.84 m AHD.  

For media inquiries contact the Media Officer on 02 6279 0141 
 
 
 
ANDREW REYNOLDS 
Acting Executive Director, River Management 
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Water in Storage                                                                  Week ending Wednesday 07 Sep 2016 

MDBA Storages 
Full 

Supply 
Level 

Full Supply 
Volume 

Current 
Storage 
Level 

Current  Storage Dead 
Storage 

Active 
Storage 

Change in 
Total 

Storage 
for the 
Week 

  (m AHD) (GL) (m AHD) (GL) % (GL) (GL) (GL) 
Dartmouth Reservoir 486.00  3 856   458.58 2 305 60% 71 2 234 +99 
Hume Reservoir 192.00  3 005   191.58 2 921 97% 23 2 898 +192 
Lake Victoria 27.00   677   26.22  584 86% 100  484 +6 
Menindee Lakes    1 731*    234 14% (- -) #  0 +22 
Total    9 269     6 044 65% - - 5 616 +319 
Total Active MDBA Storage             67% ^   
                  
Major State Storages        
Burrinjuck Reservoir   1 026   1 033 101%  3 1 030 +119 
Blowering Reservoir   1 631   1 364 84%  24 1 340 +13 
Eildon Reservoir   3 334   1 947 58%  100 1 847 +55 

* Menindee surcharge capacity – 2050 GL                             ** All Data is rounded to nearest GL **                                                  
#  NSW has sole access to water when the storage falls below 480 GL. MDBA regains access to water when the storage next reaches 640 GL. 
^ % of total active MDBA storage                                            

Snowy Mountains Scheme                                               Snowy diversions for week ending 06 Sep 2016  
Storage  Active Storage 

(GL) 
Weekly Change 

(GL) Diversion (GL) This Week From 1 May 
2016 

Lake Eucumbene - Total 1 808 +84 Snowy-Murray +23  482 
Snowy-Murray Component  846 +14 Tooma-Tumut +9  169 
Target Storage 1 240   Net Diversion 14  312 
      Murray 1 Release +45  676 

Major Diversions from Murray and Lower Darling (GL) * 
New South Wales This Week From 1 July 

2016 Victoria This Week From 1 
July 2016 

Murray Irrig. Ltd (Net) 3.5 63 Yarrawonga Main Channel (net) 0 3 
Wakool Sys Allowance 0.0 0 Torrumbarry System + Nyah (net) 0 41 
Western Murray Irrigation 0.1 0 Sunraysia Pumped Districts 0.4 3 
Licensed Pumps 2.0 12 Licensed pumps - GMW (Nyah+u/s) 0.7 2 
Lower Darling 0.2 1 Licensed pumps - LMW 5 14 
TOTAL 5.8 76 TOTAL 6.1 63 

* Figures are derived from actual and estimates where data is unavailable. Please note that not all data may have been available at the time  
  of creating this report. 
** All data above is rounded to nearest 100 ML for weekly data and nearest GL for cumulative data** 
 
Flow to South Australia (GL) 

* Flow to SA will be higher than normal for this 
month due to unregulated flows. 

Entitlement this month   135.0 *   
Flow this week  221.9 (31 700  ML/day) 
Flow so far this month 221.9  
Flow last month 848.5  

 

   Salinity (EC)    (microSiemens/cm at 25o C) 
  Current Average over the last week Average since 1 August 2016 
Swan Hill  130  110  100 
Euston - - - 
Red Cliffs  130  120  140 
Merbein  110  110  130 
Burtundy (Darling)  920 1 000 1 420 
Lock 9  110  110  130 
Lake Victoria  170  160  160 
Berri  140  150  170 
Waikerie  170  180  190 
Morgan  180  180  190 
Mannum  200  200  230 
Murray Bridge  210  210  250 
Milang (Lake Alex.)  710  700  820 
Poltalloch (Lake Alex.)  290  270  390 
Meningie (Lake Alb.) 1 890 1 880 1 790 
Goolwa Barrages  660  740 1 640 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
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River Levels and Flows                                                        Week ending Wednesday 07 Sep 2016
  

  

Minor Flood 
Stage Gauge Height Flow Trend Average Flow 

this Week 

Average 
Flow last 

Week 
River Murray (m) local (m) (m AHD) (ML/day)   (ML/day) (ML/day) 
Khancoban - - - 9 200 F 9 280 9 370 
Jingellic 4.0 3.57 210.09 24 410 F 28 130 15 490 
Tallandoon ( Mitta Mitta River ) 4.2 2.37 219.26 3 940 F 4 370 2 230 
Heywoods 5.5 4.92 158.55 43 120 R 20 730 1 890 
Doctors Point 5.5 5.29 153.76 45 730 R 29 000 6 180 
Albury 4.3 4.32 151.76 -     -    - - 
Corowa 4.6 4.51 130.53 26 740 R 18 050 5 770 
Yarrawonga Weir (d/s) 6.4 5.17 120.21 49 780 R 33 630 17 370 
Tocumwal 6.4 5.18 109.02 40 540 R 26 760 17 630 
Torrumbarry Weir (d/s) 7.3 5.32 83.87 20 550 R 17 480 18 990 
Swan Hill 4.5 2.81 65.73 16 650 S 17 690 20 570 
Wakool Junction 8.8 6.37 55.49 27 350 F 29 590 31 030 
Euston Weir  (d/s) 9.1 4.73 46.57 35 430 F 36 960 36 480 
Mildura Weir (d/s)   - - 35 960 F 36 330 35 290 
Wentworth Weir  (d/s) 7.3 4.85 29.61 33 930 S 34 000 32 980 
Rufus Junction - 6.26 23.19 34 240 R 31 700 27 550 
Blanchetown (Lock 1 d/s) - 1.92 - 27 850 R 26 820 25 810 
                
Tributaries               
Kiewa at Bandiana 2.8 2.94 156.17 5 000 F 6 960 4 550 
Ovens at Wangaratta 11.9 11.41 149.09 14 080 F 19 120 9 470 
Goulburn at McCoys Bridge 9.0 5.12 96.54 8 900 F 7 870 4 810 
Edward at Stevens Weir (d/s) 5.5 3.20 82.97 4 310 S 4 080 3 560 
Edward at Liewah - 4.07 59.45 4 420 F 5 030 6 090 
Wakool at Stoney Crossing - 2.99 56.48 3 790 F 4 730 5 470 
Murrumbidgee at Balranald 5.0 5.28 61.24 7 720 R 7 410 7 360 
Barwon at Mungindi 6.1 3.31 -  270 F  250  450 
Darling at Bourke 9.0 4.70 - 5 090 F 6 250 7 000 
Darling at Burtundy Rocks - 0.75 -  180 R  180  300 
                
Natural Inflow to Hume           60 800 19 670 

 (i.e. Pre Dartmouth & Snowy Mountains scheme) 

Weirs and Locks Pool levels above or below Full Supply Level (FSL) 
Murray FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s   FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s 
Yarrawonga 124.90 -0.22 - No. 7 Rufus River 22.10 +1.13 +3.92 
No. 26 Torrumbarry 86.05 +0.00 - No. 6 Murtho 19.25 +0.50 +1.85 
No. 15 Euston 47.60 -0.25 - No. 5 Renmark 16.30 +0.44 +1.56 
No. 11 Mildura 34.40 +0.00 +1.94 No. 4 Bookpurnong 13.20 +0.02 +2.64 
No. 10 Wentworth 30.80 +0.00 +2.21 No. 3 Overland Corner 9.80 +0.04 +1.97 
No. 9 Kulnine 27.40 +0.12 +1.81 No. 2 Waikerie 6.10 +0.54 +1.87 
No. 8 Wangumma 24.60 +0.70 +2.41 No. 1 Blanchetown 3.20 -0.11 +1.17 

 
Lower Lakes FSL = 0.75 m AHD 

Lake Alexandrina average level for the past 5 days (m AHD) 0.84 

Barrages                                                                             Fishways at Barrages 

  Openings 
Level (m 
AHD) No. Open Rock Ramp 

Vertical Slot 
1 Vertical Slot 2 

Dual 
Vertical 

Slots 
Goolwa 128 openings 0.87 18 - Open Open - 
Mundoo 26 openings 0.87 1 - - - Open 
Hunters Creek - - - - Open - - 
Boundary Creek 6 openings - 1 - Open - - 
Ewe Island 111 gates - 20 - - - Open 
Tauwitchere 322 gates 0.92 21 Open Open Open - 

* Mundoo Barrage Dual vertical slots are currently under construction. 
AHD = Level relative to Australian Height Datum, i.e. height above sea level 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
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Week ending Wednesday 07 Sep 2016 

 

 
 
      State Allocations (as at 07 Sep 2016) 

NSW - Murray Valley  Victorian - Murray Valley 
High security 97% 
General security 30% 

 

 High reliability 61% 
Low reliability 0% 

 

NSW – Murrumbidgee Valley 
 

Victorian - Goulburn Valley 
High security 95% 
General security 54% 

 

 High reliability 57% 
Low reliability 0% 

 

NSW  - Lower Darling 
 

South Australia – Murray Valley 
High security 100% 
General security 0% 

 

 High security 100% 
 

 

NSW : http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-availability 
VIC : http://nvrm.net.au/seasonal-determinations/current 
SA : http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray 
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8 September 2016 
 

 

 

Releases from Hume Dam continue ahead of forecast rain 
 

Water releases from Hume Dam have increased in the past week as the Murray– 
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) continues to monitor inflows and rain forecasts. 
 
The MDBA’s River Management Division acting Executive Director Andrew Reynolds 
said the risk of flooding remained. 
 
“With more rain forecast I strongly encourage people downstream of Hume Dam to 
regularly check the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) website for the latest flood warnings 
and information on stream levels,” Mr Reynolds said. 
 
“Hume has helped keep downstream river levels lower than they would have been by 
holding the peak flow from earlier in the week in the dam. Outflows have been 
maintained this week to keep some space in the dam in anticipation of further rain on 
Friday. 
 
“We’re currently managing releases at Hume Dam to maintain space for more water 
given the forecast for more rain. Given the dam is currently about 97 per cent full, 
heavy rain falls upstream may pass downstream quite quickly. 
 
“The releases, along with the inflows to the Murray from rivers and creeks downstream 
of the dam, like the Kiewa River, mean river levels are already above channel capacity. 
 
“I want to encourage people downstream, especially landholders adjoining the river, to 
keep up to date with conditions,” Mr Reynolds said. 
 
The MDBA manages the Murray River on behalf of the Australian Government and the 
Basin states to ensure water is shared between states. 
 
“Part of that role is managing built assets like Hume Dam to protect the dam itself in a 
flood event, to maximise water storage and to mitigate flood impacts and provide 
environmental benefit. 
 
“We will continue to work closely with BoM flood forecasters and with WaterNSW to 
reduce the negative impacts of floods on communities downstream.” 
 
 
For more information on flood management:  
The BoM issues flood watch and flood warnings. 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/floods/floodWarningServices.shtml
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People in New South Wales or Victoria can also register with the Early Warning  
Network through WaterNSW. 
Information on preparing for a flood is available on the Victorian SES or NSW SES  
FloodSafe websites. Should an evacuation message be necessary it will come from 
the NSW State Emergency Service of Victoria Police. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
For more information, contact the MDBA Media office at media@mdba.gov.au or 02 6279 0141  

Follow @MD_Basin_Auth on Twitter: twitter.com/MD_Basin_Auth 

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/MDBAuth 
  

http://www.waternsw.com.au/about/ewn
http://www.waternsw.com.au/about/ewn
http://www.waternsw.com.au/about/ewn
http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready/floodsafe
http://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/communitysafety/floodsafe/
http://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/communitysafety/floodsafe/
http://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/communitysafety/floodsafe/
mailto:media@mdba.gov.au
http://twitter.com/MD_Basin_Auth
http://www.facebook.com/MDBAuth
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8 September 2016 

Wentworth weir being temporarily lowered  

 
People along the Murray and Darling rivers near Wentworth are advised that the 
Lock 10 weir pool level is being lowered to try to reduce high salinity levels in the 
Darling River arm of the weir pool.   
 
Boat operators, recreational users, river pumpers, stock owners and others along the 
River Murray and Darling River upstream of Wentworth are advised to take changing 
water levels into account and adjust their activities as necessary.  
 
The weir pool is currently at 30.7 metres (or 0.1m below Full Supply Level) and will 
fall gradually over the weekend before further steps to lower the pool begin on 
Monday 12 September. 
 

The acting Executive Director of River Management Andrew Reynolds said the weir 
pool level would initially be lowered to about 30.4m by about Thursday 15 
September. 
 
“We will work closely with state agencies to monitor the impacts of the lowering and 
review the operation day by day. If conditions allow, we plan to lower the weir pool 
further—perhaps to as low as 30.0 metres,” Mr Reynolds said. 
 
“Depending on assessments of local conditions, the pool may remain low for up to 
two weeks before being refilled. The MDBA will provide updates to keep the 
community informed.” 
 
Mr Reynolds said the lowering will be most noticed close to the weir and in the 
Darling arm. The flows currently passing Mildura Weir will help limit the fall of water 
levels near Mildura. 
 
At this stage Lock 10 will remain open. The MDBA will provide an update if low water 
levels require the lock to close temporarily. 
 

Minor rises in the river level immediately downstream of the weir are expected during 
the first few days that water is released from the weir pool.  
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 of 12 

“This action is being done to support communities and industries in the Lower 
Darling area,” Mr Reynolds said.  
 
“We appreciate the broader community's understanding while the river level in the 
local area is reduced. 
 
“We expect that by lowering the weir pool, the highly saline water currently making 
its way down the Darling River may travel a little more quickly into the River Murray 
channel, where it will be diluted. 
 
“At the same time, NSW water authorities are releasing higher flows of around 1000 
megalitres per day from the Menindee Lakes storage to improve water quality in the 
Lower Darling.” 
 

The MDBA is conducting this work in cooperation with WaterNSW, DPI Water, G-
MW and Victorian DPI.  
 
The MDBA will continue to closely monitor river and salinity levels. Forecasts of 
River Murray flows and salinity will be provided on the MDBA's website at 
http://www.mdba.gov.au/river‐data/current‐information‐forecasts 
 
 

ENDS 

 

For more information, contact the MDBA Media office at media@mdba.gov.au or 02 6279 0141  

Follow @MD_Basin_Auth on Twitter: twitter.com/MD_Basin_Auth 

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/MDBAuth 
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