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Managing the sixth year of extreme drought

Six years in a row of extreme drought have produced a situation where 

our twin tasks – managing the Basin’s natural resources and the water 

supply of the communities of the Murray River system – have been more 

challenging than ever before.

The proposed National Plan for Water Security, announced in January 2007, heralds 

significant changes to the way the Basin is managed and provides us with some challenges, 

as well as opportunities, in the months to come. Nevertheless, we achieved a number of 

milestones throughout the year.

The most important task for all of us during this difficult year was to ensure water 

supplies down the river system to growers and communities. This demanded careful 

management of dams and weirs along the length of the river to maximise the efficiency of 

water delivery.

This has not been an easy task in a year when the total inflow to the Murray System, 

excluding Snowy Scheme releases, set a new record low of 1,040 GL. The nearest 

comparable drought period was in 1914–15, with a total of 2,000 GL in inflows.

Water allocations across the Murray River system were subsequently also at record low 

levels and conditions presented a testing year, not just for us, but also for partner state 

water agencies and their customers.

For the second time during these six years of drought Dartmouth Dam fulfilled its crucial 

backup role in the Murray system. We released 2,200 GL of water during 2006–07 to 

supply water for irrigation, stock and domestic use.

The environment has also suffered during the past year. Limited water was available for 

dedicated environmental use. Most was pumped onto heavily stressed Red gums in the 

Hattah Lakes.

We have continued to encourage the integration between the river operation and 

natural resource management staff to maximise the value of water for the irrigators and 

the environment.

Of course, the prolonged dry spell, combined with the level of extraction from the River 

led to very low flows through the Murray Mouth which we have kept open only through 

continuous dredging. However, the good news is that because of targeted dredging 

over the first few years we have established conditions which allow the operation to be 

sustained by one dredge rather than two. Employing a number of innovative scientific 

solutions, including from sediment transport modelling, also helped to keep the Murray 

Mouth open.
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Communicating the drought

An important feature of our efforts to manage the effects of the drought during the 

year was to ensure that water users and other stakeholders were regularly informed of 

the worsening situation. We did this with all the communications resources and skills at 

our disposal, which included:

forty-two issues of the popular  ● River Murray Weekly Report detailing the state of the 

system’s storages, water availability action, rainfall and other climatic information 

distributed by email, fax and website

six comprehensive ‘Drought Update’ papers. The updates have been produced  ●

more frequently as the duration and intensity of the drought became more apparent

three River Murray Water Operational Updates ●

twenty MDBC e-Letter news items reporting the growing seriousness, effects of  ●

and other aspects of the drought in the Basin, with many being republished by media 

organisations, and

frequent media interviews to maximise accurate reporting of the deteriorating  ●

inflow situation.

The drought and the announcement of the National Plan for Water Security 

significantly increased media interest in our work during the year. This required us 

to expand our activities, such as dramatically increasing our media monitoring and 

intensifying our efforts to communicate accurate, science-based information on the 

worsening drought to Basin communities and beyond the Basin to national audiences 

and even to growing interest from overseas.

Our website was also a major communications tool with the number of hits, pages 

viewed and individual visitors more than doubling during the year. An average of 

40,000 visitors a month viewed an average of about 300,000 pages each month. 

Information about the river system, weekly updates on inflows and storages and 

drought updates were uppermost in most visitors’ minds.
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the Cap

Independent auditors carried out another annual review of the Cap on diversions 

and reported publicly on results. Diversions totalled 9,243 GL. The review found that 

diversions in all South Australian and Victorian designated Cap valleys were within 

the Cap.

While cumulative diversions in most NSW valleys were within the Cap, the 

combined Barwon–Darling/Lower Darling Cap valley continued to exceed the Cap. 

The cumulative Cap debit increased by 6 GL during 2005–06 to 143 GL.

During the Special Audit 2005–06, New South Wales advised that it proposed 

to implement the Cap for the Barwon–Darling/Lower Darling Valley by allocating 

a long-term Cap volume of 173 GL amongst individual irrigators each year with 

provisions for carry-over.

New South Wales advised a meeting of the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council 

in May that the Cap management arrangements for the Barwon–Darling/Lower 

Darling Valley would be implemented from 2007–08. Ministers warmly supported this 

commitment. At the meeting, Queensland put forward its Cap proposals for the Paroo, 

Nebine, Warrego and Moonie rivers.

Since the Cap was put in place in 1996 the aggregate level of water extractions in the 

Basin has never exceeded the level of extraction established in 1993–94.

risks to shared water resources

Over the past year, we intensified our Risks to Shared Water Resources (RSWR) 

program by initiating work to develop a new strategy and implementing a number of 

assessments. These included:

a review of selected factors that may change future flow patterns in the Murray  ●

River system

evaluating the connections between surface water and groundwater in the Basin ●

providing more information to underpin the summary of the estimated impact of  ●

groundwater use on streamflow in the Basin

a detailed analysis of regulatory frameworks for the management of groundwater,  ●

farm dams and afforestation, and

formation of the Farm Dams Taskforce to provide policy advice for farm dams  ●

including monitoring, evaluation auditing and reporting requirements.
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During the year we finalised some important assessments such as:

a summary of estimated impact of groundwater use on streamflow in the Murray- ●

Darling Basin (2004–05)

an update of the Murray-Darling Basin groundwater status report (2000–05), and ●

a revision of estimates of water yield reductions due to updated predictions of  ●

afforestation development.

The update of groundwater status highlighted that groundwater levels across the Basin 

have, in general, continued to decline.

The risk program work scopes the extent of impacts on shared water resources. 

The Prime Minister and Premiers agreed in November 2006 to commission CSIRO 

to develop the ‘MDB Sustainable Yields Project’. This is designed to inform the 

development of an integrated ground and surface water cap.

Climate change

One of the major risks to shared water in the Basin is the possible impact of climate 

change. During the year, we made excellent progress on the South Eastern Australian 

Climate Initiative (SEACI).

The initiative is a three-year, $7 million collaboration between the MDBC, the Victorian 

Department of Sustainability and Environment, the Australian Greenhouse Office, 

the Managing Climate Variability Program of Land & Water Australia, CSIRO and the 

Bureau of Meteorology.

Fred Keeping (far right) and family take a rest to catch up with domestic duties while pushing their cattle along 
the Long Paddock between Moree and St. George (from the Engaging Visions project).
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The aim of the initiative is to research climate change and climate variability in 

south-eastern Australia through the three linked themes of defining current climate, 

predicting future climate and improving seasonal forecasting.

We are confident that the knowledge resulting from this research will significantly 

boost our understanding of climate change and its potential impact on water resources 

in the Basin.

A major step this year was the establishment of a SEACI website with comprehensive 

information and regular updates of progress. We are hosting the pages on our 

MDBC website.

The SEACI annual report also outlined a number of significant advances in quality 

controlling datasets, analysis and refinement of climate models and increasing 

understanding of climate influences.

Monitoring water quality

Since our water quality monitoring began in 1978, data from 35 sites has given us a 

comprehensive picture of the Murray River’s water quality. This year we gained new 

knowledge through some important projects such as the continuing study into Heavy 

Metals in the River Murray. We also began two drought-related projects, the Lake 

Hume Integrated Water Quality Study and algal monitoring using aerial imagery.

The Lake Hume Integrated Water Quality Study aims to identify drivers of water 

quality during periods of drought-related low storage and low-quality releases, the 

downstream impacts of these and rehabilitation options and their potential benefits.

It will also assess the effect of releases from Dartmouth Dam on Lake Hume 

water quality during periods of low storage, and evaluate options for improving its 

water quality.

Salinity

Salinity levels in the Murray River, with the exception of the Lower Lakes, continued to 

be very low in 2006–07, remaining below the threshold peak of 800 EC at Morgan in 

South Australia. The low salinity was due to the drought, and implementation of works 

aimed at stopping salt entering the river. These works include the operation of salt 

interception schemes and more efficient use of irrigation water.

Higher river salinities are expected in the near future as the drought has meant there is 

reduced flow in the river to dilute the saline water draining from wetlands and aquifers 

to the lower Murray in South Australia. While salinity levels are expected to vary over 

dry and wetter periods, the Basin Salinity Management Strategy (BSMS) will continue 

to progress work to minimise long-term average and peak river salinities.
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Some key achievements have also set the foundation for a salinity management 

framework, particularly:

the existing salt interception schemes (joint works), which were established to  ●

respond to long-term projected increases in salinity, contributed to a relatively low 

river salinity of less than 452 EC for 95 per cent of the time measured at Morgan, 

South Australia, which is well below the 800 EC target

more robust Salinity Registers, which now demonstrate significant Basin-wide  ●

accountability arrangements, and

Ministerial Council endorsement of end-of-valley salinity targets. ●

The Independent Audit Group – Salinity (IAG-Salinity) found that the MDBC and the 

BSMS inter-jurisdictional working group had pursued most of the recommendations 

from its 2004–05 report. In particular, it commended:

restoration of the rate of implementation of the salinity strategy, including the joint  ●

works program expected to achieve 71 EC credits by 2010

significant efforts and substantial improvements made to the Salinity Registers  ●

requiring great cooperation and input from the states and the Commission, and

impressive achievements by regional groups in implementing investment plans. ●

Sra – a check on river health

Despite the drought, the Sustainable Rivers Audit sampling program was again 

completed successfully through the continued efforts of the Commission and partner 

state agency staff.

Scientific Basin-wide sampling of indicators of river health – fish, macroinvertebrates 

and hydrology – is used to determine the current status of the Basin’s rivers and any 

potential trends.

The first full SRA report, due in March 2008, will complement the CSIRO MDB 

Sustainable Yields project. It brings the river health/condition dimension to the 

assessment of water resources.

Unfortunately, the latest data shows there has been a big reduction in the distribution 

of many native fish relative to pre-European conditions. Also, two alien species, 

carp and gambusia, were found in all eight valleys sampled in 2006 and alien species 

constituted 71 per cent of the biomass of fish across the valleys.
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native fish

Our Native Fish Program reported that in certain parts of the Murray system – 

particularly around the new fishways – considerable improvements in the populations 

and health of many native species were observed.

A fishway assessment team with representatives from the NSW Department of 

Primary Industries, the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment and 

South Australia undertakes baseline monitoring and technical support for the fishways 

program (under The Living Murray Environmental Works and Measures Program).

The team completed all fieldwork scheduled for 2006–07 and is now writing up the 

first five years of data into a detailed progress report.

During the year our Native Fish Strategy team convened an expert panel to study 

the effects of drought on the general fish community, fish with particular life history 

requirements, alien species, and threatened species. They looked at issues such as 

the implications of associated catastrophic events, such as fire; the likely intervention 

required (for example, the need for fish ‘rescues’) and their priority; opportunities as 

well as threats; and impediments to achieving ‘recovery’. Their report will be available 

in late 2007.

The construction of the Lock 1 fishway began in October 2006 and is expected to be 

finished in October 2007. The design of a dual fishway at Lock 3 was finalised and work 

is expected to start at the site by the end of August.

During the year the Native Fish Strategy funded Fishes of the Murray-Darling Basin: 

An introductory guide by Mark Lintermans – the first book devoted exclusively to the 

fish of the Basin.

Fish sampling in Mount Lofty, South Australia – as part of Sustainable Rivers Audit.
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native fish

Our Native Fish Program reported that in certain parts of the Murray system – 

particularly around the new fishways – considerable improvements in the populations 

and health of many native species were observed.

A fishway assessment team with representatives from the NSW Department of 

Primary Industries, the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment and 

South Australia undertakes baseline monitoring and technical support for the fishways 

program (under The Living Murray Environmental Works and Measures Program).

The team completed all fieldwork scheduled for 2006–07 and is now writing up the 

first five years of data into a detailed progress report.

During the year our Native Fish Strategy team convened an expert panel to study 

the effects of drought on the general fish community, fish with particular life history 

requirements, alien species, and threatened species. They looked at issues such as 

the implications of associated catastrophic events, such as fire; the likely intervention 

required (for example, the need for fish ‘rescues’) and their priority; opportunities as 

well as threats; and impediments to achieving ‘recovery’. Their report will be available 

in late 2007.

The construction of the Lock 1 fishway began in October 2006 and is expected to be 

finished in October 2007. The design of a dual fishway at Lock 3 was finalised and work 

is expected to start at the site by the end of August.

During the year the Native Fish Strategy funded Fishes of the Murray-Darling Basin: 

An introductory guide by Mark Lintermans – the first book devoted exclusively to the 

fish of the Basin.

As part of our cooperative activities with other agencies, we invested more than 

$1 million in 2006–07 with the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre to 

continue a long-term carp control program.

The Native Fish Strategy team also worked on ways to install an automated version of 

the award-winning Williams carp separation cage in new fishways.

More than 1,200 snags were reinstated into three high-priority sites in the Hume to 

Yarrawonga reach to provide native fish habitat. Funding was made available for an 

assessment of resnagging on fish population growth and distribution.

the living Murray and water recovery

Over the past year significant progress has been made in drawing together the three 

key elements of The Living Murray program: water recovery; works and measures; and 

environmental delivery.

‘Blueprints’ for each icon site are being developed to consolidate the works and water 

requirements for each site. This underpins system wide modelling that will inform 

investment decisions.

Water recovery, along with the delivery of environmental water and the associated 

works and measures, provides the foundation of The Living Murray program. Our 

overall target is to recover 500 GL (measured as average annual flow) of water for 

environmental purposes by June 2009.

In addition, a diverse range of water recovery projects are being developed, and 

it is anticipated that projects totalling the target of 500 GL will be ready for initial 

investment and implementation during 2007–08.

The Australian Government’s ‘Water Through Efficiency Request for Tenders’  ●

project was ready for investment to potentially recover up to 0.45 GL for $765,000.

In May, the Ministerial Council announced a pilot market purchase project to be  ●

carried out in 2007–08 to buy up to 20 GL of water entitlements from willing sellers 

at market prices. Water would only become available once allocations improved. 

The Ricegrowers Association announced that it aims to recover more than 12 GL of  ●

water for The Living Murray.

During 2006–07 we had some encouraging positive results to environmental watering 

that had been carried out to wetlands at the Hattah Lakes area. The watering resulted 

in breeding of a number of waterbird species, including Black duck, Wood duck, 

Grey teal, Australasian grebe, Eurasian coot and Pied stilts.

The results showed how a little water strategically released to the environment goes a 

long way.
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Healthy forest and wetlands provide opportunities for tourism, conservation, 

recreation and a range of commercial activities. This will generate enormous benefits 

to the local community as well as to people living across the southern portion of the 

Murray-Darling Basin.

However, because of the severity of the drought only 22 GL went to The Living 

Murray sites in 2006–07. Donors were South Australia (7.8 GL) and the Snowy Joint 

Government Enterprise (14.2 GL). Recipients were Lower Lakes, Coorong and Murray 

Mouth (4.7 GL), Hattah Lakes (8.5 GL), Chowilla Floodplain (4.2 GL) and Lindsay and 

Wallpolla islands (4.6 GL).

In addition, 19.5 GL from the Victorian Murray Flora and Fauna Entitlement went to 

Reedy Lagoon in Gunbower forest (0.5 GL), wetlands along the River (14 GL) and 

Hattah Lakes (5 GL). The NSW Murray Wetlands Working Group provided 0.4 GL for 

River wetlands.

At its meeting in May, the Ministerial Council announced that the NSW Government 

and the MDBC had jointly purchased a 1,480 hectare property – ‘Toorangabby’ – 

to facilitate future flooding of the Red gum forest without interfering with private 

ownership rights.

The property, about 50 kilometres downstream from Echuca, has Red gum forests and 

river frontages in the Koondrook–Perricoota icon site. The property cost $4 million, but 

parts of the property not needed to meet the icon site objectives will be on-sold.

The acquisition of ‘Toorangabby’ will allow the periodic flooding of the Perricoota–

Koondrook state forests, an area of approximately 31,000 hectares, helping to ensure 

the health and productivity of the entire forest ecosystem.

The Commission Office published an annual audit of The Living Murray by the 

Independent Audit Group (IAG) as required under The Living Murray Business Plan.

The IAG identified eight issues affecting the implementation of the Living Murray 

including the availability of skilled human resources within the Basin, the importance 

of completing hydrologic modelling for the Living Murray and the need to consider 

market-based measures to assist with the recovery of water for the environment.

Indigenous peoples
Community consultation and involvement underpins the success of all our natural 

resources management programs. Nowhere is this more important than in The Living 

Murray Indigenous Partnerships Project (IPP).

The project uses the cultural knowledge, values and perspective of Indigenous people 

in management decisions as well as keeping those communities involved and informed.
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During 2006–07, we provided resources to support locally employed Indigenous 

facilitators at Hattah Lakes, Chowilla and the Murray Mouth, Coorong and Lower Lakes 

icon sites. 

Two icon sites have Indigenous Working Groups, which provide support and advice to 

the Indigenous facilitator and other staff on appropriate ways to engage their community.

The Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN) is continuing to work 

with the Commission in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding as the 

primary Indigenous consultative body for The Living Murray.

As part of engaging Indigenous people in a more meaningful way, the Indigenous 

Partnerships Project is mapping Indigenous people’s contemporary relationship with 

icon sites. This approach, called use and occupancy mapping, is being introduced in line 

with the principle of informed consent.

This has meant working with the MLDRIN and other traditional owner representatives 

to inform and gain support for the concept, and then undertaking a pilot mapping 

project with an Indigenous community. As part of this pilot, use and occupancy maps 

have successfully been produced for several individuals at two of the icon sites.

We are now heavily involved in the development of the world’s first use and occupancy 

mapping textbook, currently being researched and written in Canada. Our involvement 

will ensure that the textbook will be relevant to Australia and available for future 

training needs in the Basin.

At the same time, we are working with Charles Sturt University to undertake a 

research and monitoring program to measure the impacts and benefits of use and 

occupancy mapping at the icon sites.

northern Basin

A Northern Murray-Darling Basin Program was initiated to improve our understanding 

of the northern Basin and the Darling River.

In March 2007 we published the State of the Darling Interim Hydrology Report, which 

describes the impacts of water resource development across the Darling Basin drawing 

on data from relevant jurisdictions.

In June, we conducted a workshop on the ecology of northern wetlands with agencies 

responsible for the management of floodplain wetland ecosystems. The workshop 

gave agencies and research institutions the opportunity to understand the different 

management approaches and future research and information needs relevant to 

northern wetlands.
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We are now developing a strategic work plan for the northern Murray-Darling 

Basin which will include ecological studies of northern floodplains and wetlands, 

socio-economic profiles of river valleys and more hydrological information.

national Water Initiative

While our operations focus on the Murray-Darling Basin, we remain mindful of our 

national obligations. During 2006–07, we completed a review of the Murray-Darling 

Basin Agreement to make sure it was consistent with the National Water Initiative and 

The Living Murray intergovernmental agreements.

All six Basin governments are signatories to the National Water Initiative, Australia’s 

blueprint for national water reform.

During the year we worked with our government partners on a number of water 

initiative activities, including the Baseline Assessment of Australian Water Resources, 

water accounting, compatible registers, water trade, Water Smart Australia, and Raising 

National Water Standards programs.

research data and reporting

Natural resources information and knowledge is crucial to our core business. Over 

the past year, we expanded our capacity to generate knowledge with the addition of 

two new staff in our Natural Resource Information Unit. The unit maintains spatial 

information and coordinates access requests from stakeholders.

Water holes in Balonne River, Dirrinbandi, Queensland, after some rain in October 2006.
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We are now developing a strategic work plan for the northern Murray-Darling 

Basin which will include ecological studies of northern floodplains and wetlands, 

socio-economic profiles of river valleys and more hydrological information.

national Water Initiative

While our operations focus on the Murray-Darling Basin, we remain mindful of our 

national obligations. During 2006–07, we completed a review of the Murray-Darling 

Basin Agreement to make sure it was consistent with the National Water Initiative and 

The Living Murray intergovernmental agreements.

All six Basin governments are signatories to the National Water Initiative, Australia’s 

blueprint for national water reform.

During the year we worked with our government partners on a number of water 

initiative activities, including the Baseline Assessment of Australian Water Resources, 

water accounting, compatible registers, water trade, Water Smart Australia, and Raising 

National Water Standards programs.

research data and reporting

Natural resources information and knowledge is crucial to our core business. Over 

the past year, we expanded our capacity to generate knowledge with the addition of 

two new staff in our Natural Resource Information Unit. The unit maintains spatial 

information and coordinates access requests from stakeholders.

To generate the knowledge we need to properly manage the Basin’s natural resources, 

our staff regularly work with a range of expert partner agencies.

For example, we have a close partnership with the CSIRO and Latrobe University in 

the Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Centre, which delivers freshwater ecological 

knowledge.

We are working closely with the eWater Cooperative Research Centre – a joint 

venture between leading water-cycle management, research and consulting 

organisations – in the development of a river operations and seasonal planning 

product and a daily RiverManager model.

One of our newest programs, Research Planning and Partnerships, aims to increase the 

effectiveness of our investments in research by improving program outcomes through 

better management of research and partnerships.

The Commission has also developed an Integrated Basin Reporting program that 

will draw together all of our program data into a single analysis. This will help identify 

opportunities, threats and risks of business and strategic planning.

accounting for water

In a trailblazing project, in 2006–07 we completed the first stage of a pilot to convert 

our water accounts into a financial accounting system. The pilot will test the conceptual 

framework for water accounting and help work towards a prototype national chart 

of accounts.

Water trade

In May 2007, the Ministerial Council determined that tagged trading would begin on 

1 July 2007 within the southern connected Basin while allowing continued exchange-

rate or entitlement trade. Tagged trading allows water allocated to a water entitlement 

issued in a state of origin to be physically taken in a state of destination.

Community advisory Committee 

During 2006–07 the Ministerial Council endorsed a new Strategic Plan for the 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC). At its meeting in May 2007, the Council 

acknowledged the CAC’s advice on Basin community impacts of the drought and the 

capacity to respond to natural resource management issues.

CAC members advised the Council that the drastic situation facing communities in 

the Murray-Darling Basin continued to cause considerable pain and hardship and 
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highlighted the need for government support for those affected. It commented that 

drought had affected community capacity to change the way natural resources are 

managed, as communities were consumed by the immediate situation. The CAC also 

gave the Council advice on purchasing water for TLM Program.

office move

In February 2007 we completed the difficult task of moving all of the Commission 

staff, office equipment and furniture to new offices on the eastern side of Canberra 

City. The new accommodation was identified a year ago and detailed planning ensured 

a smooth, trouble-free transition. The move was made just in time – the day after 

it was completed, the vacated offices were flooded in one of Canberra’s worst hail 

storms ever. One newspaper columnist appreciated the irony in the fortuitous timing as 

evidence of the MDBC’s water management expertise.

MDBC senior management group. Back row, left to right: Sharon Davis, Director Strategy Implementation; 
Jody Swirepik, Director River Murray Environmental Manager; Les Roberts, General Manager Natural  
Resources Management; Tony Morse, Manager Assets. Front row, left to right: Geoff Haberfeld, General Manager 
Corporate Services; Chief Executive Wendy Craik; David Dreverman, General Manager River Murray Water.  
Inset: Bob Douglas, Director Water Policy Coordination.
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MDBC in context

The Murray-Darling Basin Commission (MDBC) links six Basin governments 

(including the Australian Government) to achieve the best integrated catchment 

management of shared issues. While state and territory partners have general 

responsibility for managing catchment health, the MDBC concentrates on the shared 

water resources of the Basin to deliver optimum results for the community, industry 

and the environment.

The MDBC is an unincorporated joint venture with an independent President and 

partner representatives (Commissioners) with responsibility for land, water and 

environment.

The MDBC supports the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council with its mission 

under the 1992 Murray-Darling Basin Agreement:

securing the cooperation of partner governments and their agencies ●

delegating work to committee and working group members including  ●

Commissioners, agency senior executives, appointed experts and Ministerial 

Council’s Community Advisory Committee (CAC) representatives, and

directing the Commission Office. ●

The Chair and Deputy Chair of the CAC report directly to Council and also provide 

important community perspectives to the MDBC.

The Commission Office provides secretariat, administrative, technical, river operations, 

and policy support to the Commission and Council. The Office has three divisions: 

Natural Resources Management, River Murray Water and Corporate Services. 

A Communications group reports directly to the Chief Executive.

Commission Office staff collaborate with partner government agencies to develop, 

implement and review Council policies and decisions. Many organisations contribute to 

delivering optimal natural resource outcomes for the Basin (see Figure 1).

Catchment management agencies play a vital role on behalf of partner governments in 

implementing Council and MDBC policies and decisions at a regional level. To minimise 

duplication and ensure coordinated natural resource management within the Basin, 

the Commission Office and partner government agencies also work cooperatively 

with business enterprises such as Snowy Hydro Ltd and the Water for Rivers 

(Joint Government Enterprise Ltd), irrigation and water businesses, industry and 

environmental bodies, research bodies, local governments and community groups 

including Indigenous groups.
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Figure 1 the Murray-Darling Basin Commission and its partners

MDB Commission

Figure 1 Murray-Darling Basin Commission and its partners
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(see page 146) for more detail

Commission office

Environmental watering provided to the Hattah Lakes icon site gave refuge to endangered and 
threatened species during the drought.
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