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Denr Tony,

Thenk you for the cophes of the Drafl Report on Review af the Oparstion of the
Cap. In the hectic times im which we work on the lind theee days it has taken me some time
In digest the whale report. It & none the loss vory interesting reading. | would like 1o make
30 GHTMENLE 0n the squily section to which 1 first made » sehmsission, but could | briefly
meke a comment on 1he ecological sussinehility of Kivers section

Cam 1 start by sying that | was bom in CGennedah in 1938 and have lived ol my lifi

within & few kilometres of the NAMOT Biver sl CARROLL. As kids we griny up in o world
. witheml TV and coustless Inours of owr ves were spest an or in the river, We owmm or fidhed

practicafly every day of each wesk in the warmer manths and fishod on many sftersoans af the
colder months.  In my younger years the River seemed 10 be more aflen a chaim of water
holes than u regularly flowing strosm. W keew the depih and sbee of sll the larger water
hides and prociically svery sabmerged bag wiilin o few kilomeires of the village of Carrall
The cxmstruction of Keepht Dum played a large part in the istory of Carroll, preniiling m work
place For many of the residents of the villuge. Whis in the biter 1980 gy dum was
campleted, the River changed, in thal we now had a sream which flavwed bs all bant the very
dry seasans end flowed a1 a height that was consistently Bigher than was the case previously.
Hovwever it was stilll w fuirly prastine River, we paam and fished with nuch comtentment wmail
the arrival of the Furopes Carp. 1 believe ihis event las boen the singular most significant
mnfhsemce on the hoslth of the Rives | hed come in Inwve w ek, We 8o losger had clear
sparkling water, bt rather o turhid panrky River in wisich yom were kacky o whon fishing 2o
cuich gy Fresm, Yellenwhelly (Cod or Catfish, which kad been staple diet all thoee vears
betare

The renson for makig thess conments, relutes to the salement on pape 43 of the
repenr, mecl 5.7.4.4 Pes Species where il slates, * 1t s rarely possible 1o separaie (be
ecodogical impacts af glien mecies from the impacts of calchment manapemon and slieratinns
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in flow pancen and volame™,  The sscmen) i abvioushy comect, but | believs e is 8
vection af the Namoi Tiver from the patnl where the Pod Biver jodny the Mamod River 1o &
point approximately halfwsy betueen Carroll and Gunnedah, where very it has changed in
1be last 50 years, other than the aperation of Keepit Dam , which for many vears did mot diow
detrimental affacts 1o the health of the River. In the scction of River referred 1o there is mo
large scale imvigstion devolopumend adjecens 1o tlse river and mo re-entry of taibaster 1o the
siream. ‘The irrigation chose fo the river is of epemse or pastars, smilar bo that which has besp
orouring smoe esrly in the 19t century. Simillarty, whilst iripation development i the Pasl
Rhwuﬂuyhll]nﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂ:nﬂ.muﬂ'lheﬂﬂ'prhﬁhuwvﬂ'yﬂﬂlM'Iﬂl.llr-._
#n that water entering, the Namal does not brimg a burden of contanimation. Mot withstanding
the proximity to Keepit Dam wnd the regular flushing this section of the river receives, ibe
apparent health of the river is no better than where the river flanihes west wends its way
thromgh Use inten sely irrigated valley. 17 the deterinmtion, of this scctbon of 1be River is ot
dug 1 the Garp then | would be interesied 1o se¢ the onuse of the probles identified. 1 hear

. poople talk of collapsing river hanks due to changed river flows. Whilst chasped rheer flows
arw eme fecton, 1 can shew you where nay grandfiather wnd bis brothers felled glant river gum
troos, with » croas cud smw, sdjacent 16 the Mamoi River Iollnwing the 186840 Nond fo try sl
preves siver bank erosion. They tied thees trees with wite rope il to the stump ssd there
they sleyed for over 100 years. When 1 went to phastagraph them recently the logs had ol bui
rotied sway. Tdom't knew whether the offon would be consitdered successfiil by to-days
standarde, ihe point being landowsers have been (g Lo preveant eroson af their river hanks
for over 100 vears,

Commnts mn Equity Section of draft repoet,

I wonld gather from ronding this seciion of ke report thit the submission 1 mads,
togoiber with oileers has been directed to the State Govorament for condderatlon. Can | make
sowne ellont 10 express imy frastretion and | know Frustration of others i ibis posithan.  For
some years we have boen irying to have the State Government comsider the equity of our
shusation, 4o be 10dd on each occasion thid they, the Siate, cosld do moching oo alier the
agreninent made at Murray Larling Basin lievel. Here we thought ws the fird opportamity =t
i review o have our comncems reised s hew e bolsold we mre Lold it is the Sgaics

'.' Jurisdiction. Tn the proundwater zone in which oar propeny is silusied wo aro expectod 1o
enpa with cuts of T7% of aur carvent. sllocation. Thiv sane"s irigstion history shows that s
fsr hack a5 1985 we had the ares devcloped to wse in excess of the estimated sustninghle yield
of ihe squifer. Conainly by 1994 the developed anca was in place 1o use W% of the
allappiion, In & cimate where we are tald ol ibe lossas of husdreds of theasands of megalitres
ol wiler m “nnmecessary™ evaparstion from the Menindes | akes sysiem and no one soems Lo
give a damm, {excase the pun), many of us have problems whi tbe oquisy of & svsiem tha says
W an'l Reehve aceoss 1o allemme water souwrces of sonse $0000 megs In arder e remain
vishle Inferestingly, the ks we raid of oonsderstion of some overland floavs fior
substitution of groundwiter, (some of which hes been barvested for years and is subject i ihe
HEW povernment's smnesty considerstions) the Tiradt Review shows compem, but pot for ouy
shuptbon, rather for inclesiom in the carront Cap! 11 seems b be sasier 1o see faimess in the
current system i one i not fmnclally depend e o8 groundwiner resourees in our anea.

Thamk you for the epportanity te expross tsese concems, | ook fsarnd 10 the finsl
roport with considershle interest,

th
"F_:ug :}]M
W, L, Wenkley™ ™
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