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Lesson plan – how the Murray was made 
Year: 1 

Lesson overview:  
In this lesson students will learn the Aboriginal Dreaming story of Tiddalick the frog. They will 
compare this story to another creation story (Ponde the Murray Cod), examine the similarities and 
differences, and discuss the reasons that different versions of these stories exist. Students will also 
learn how the River Murray has changed over time due to human and natural occurrences. They will 
examine weather conditions that can affect the Murray–Darling Basin, including an exploration of the 
seasonal calendar of the Brambuk people. Students will gain an appreciation for the Aboriginal 
peoples' predictions of weather conditions based on their knowledge of local plants and animals. 

Aims and objectives: 
Upon completion of this lesson students will demonstrate an understanding of: 

• the story of Tiddalick the Frog 
• how stories can vary within cultures 
• why Aboriginal Dreaming stories are told 
• how the River Murray has changed due to human and natural occurrences 
• seasonal weather conditions 
• plant and animal behaviour during the four seasons. 

Key learning areas/subjects/strands:  English   |  Geography 

Australian curriculum codes:  
Geography ACHASSK032 
English ACELY1655, ACELT1582, ACELY1656, ACELY1660 

Curriculum content description:

ACHASSK032 – The weather and seasons of places and 
the ways in which different cultural groups, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, describe 
them 

ACELY1655 – Respond to texts drawn from a range of 
cultures and experiences 

ACELT1582 – Discuss characters and events in a range of 
literary texts and share personal responses to these texts, 
making connections with students’ own experiences 

ACELY1656 – Engage in conversations and discussions, 
using active listening behaviours, showing interest, and 
contributing ideas, information and questions 

ACELY1660 – Use comprehension strategies to build 
literal and inferred meaning about key events, ideas and 
information in texts that they listen to, view and read by 
drawing on growing knowledge of context, text structures 
and language features.

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=ACHASSK032
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=ACELY1655
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=ACELT1582
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=ACELY1656
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=ACELY1660
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General capabilities: 
Literacy, Critical and creative thinking, Information and communication technology capability, 
Intercultural understanding 

Cross-curriculum priorities:  
Sustainability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 

Curriculum connections: 
Science 

ScOT catalogue terms:  
Personal responses, listening comprehension, conversations, regional culture, calendars, weather, 
seasons, landforms, human settlement 

Resources/materials: 
Interactive whiteboard technology, YouTube video. Extension activity: paper and writing materials, 
paddle pop sticks, tarpaulin, two buckets, watering can, rocks 

Language/vocabulary: 
Creation, animals, weather, season, autumn, summer, spring, winter, drought, flood, erosion 

Higher order thinking skills: (Bloom’s taxonomy): 

• knowledge 
• comprehension 
• application 
• analysis 

Lesson introduction: 
1. Conduct the pre-lesson pop quiz. 

2. Explain to the class that everyone has favourite stories. Ask the class to recall their favourite 

stories and think about why they like them. For example: 

• what do they like about the characters? 
• does the story explain something meaningful to them? 
• does the story have a message? 

3. Ask the class to share some of their favourite stories and state why they like them. 

4. Explain to the class that many stories have been told over time because people wanted to explain 

things they didn’t understand. Storytelling has long been an important part of societies and 

cultures all over the world. In Australia, Dreaming stories have been told by Aboriginal peoples for 

thousands of years. One of those stories is that of Tiddalick the Frog, which tells the story of the 
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great flood, the cycle of floods and droughts in the Murray–Darling Basin and the importance of 

not using too much water. 

Main body of teaching: 
5. Using the interactive whiteboard students view the YouTube video of Tiddalick the Frog 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y3Ta5xcKV4) 
 

6. They then complete the interactive activity on the next slide to sequence the story of Tiddalick the 

Frog by placing the images in their correct order. 

7. Next, students answer the comprehension questions (five slide sequence) in order to demonstrate 

their understanding of the story. Generate a class discussion on the meaning of the story. 

8. Ask the students to find a quiet place in the room, sit down and close their eyes. Explain that they 

are about to hear another creation story called ‘Ponde the Murray Cod (three slides). Read the 

story from the interactive whiteboard while the students listen to the words and create a mental 

image of the events in the story. Explain to the students that stories from different cultures are 

often told through storytelling (orally) and are passed down from one generation to the next. 

9. Explain to the students that there have been several versions of the story of Ngurunderi and his 

long chase of Ponde the Murray Cod1. Ask the students to share their thoughts on why different 

versions of the Dreaming stories exist. Explain that they are different because the stories are 

hundreds of years old and different Aboriginal groups put emphasis on different aspects of the 

story depending on which area of the Murray–Darling Basin they are from. 

10. Complete the Venn diagram on the interactive whiteboard to explore the similarities and 

differences between the two stories. 

Extension 1: Students write their own story of how a river, lake, mountain or valley 
was made or conduct a class re-enactment of the story of Tiddalick the Frog using 
paper puppets placed on paddle pop sticks. 

Extension 2: To illustrate how rivers form, place a tarpaulin on the ground and ask the 
class to collect rocks and sticks and place them randomly under the tarpaulin. Place 
two pots or buckets upside down at one end to represent mountains in the mini 
landscape. Using a watering can, pour water over the mountains to see how it travels 
into the crevices to form streams that connect where the tarpaulin flattens out to 
indicate the watershed. Ask students to draw a diagram of this process. 

                                                

1 This story is taken from http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/ponde-dreamtime/ (credit to 
‘Discover Murray River’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y3Ta5xcKV4
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/ponde-dreamtime/
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11. Explain to the class that the shape and flow of waterways like the River Murray have changed 

over time. Some changes have occurred naturally because of different weather conditions and 

other changes are man-made, such as the construction of dams. Brainstorm different weather 

conditions with the class and discuss how they might affect a river. Use the interactive whiteboard 

to play the ‘Matching weather’ game, reinforcing the effects of drought, flood and strong wind. 

12. Ask the class to recite the four seasons and describe the type of weather in each of those 

seasons. Explain to the class that Aboriginal peoples have used different seasonal calendars to 

predict and understand weather patterns. Display the Brambuk calendar and discuss the 

similarities and differences between the four seasons we now use and the seasons of the 

Brambuk calendar. 

13. Explain to the class that Aboriginal peoples not only looked at weather conditions to indicate the 

change in seasons, but also the behaviour of animals and changes in plants. Ask the class to 

imagine that they are living in Australia thousands of years ago before there were any buildings, 

roads, transport, televisions, telephones or media. Without watching or reading the weather 

report, how would they know it was time to prepare for cold weather? Or whether it was safe to 

have a camp fire, or if it was time to build shelters from the rain? 

14. Using the 2nd Brambuk2 calendar slide, read the seasonal clues to the class and ask students to 

drag the season that best matches to the clue. Ask students if they can think of any changes in 

plants or animals that indicate a change in seasons. 

15. Next, display the ‘Seasonal behaviour of plants and animals slide on the interactive whiteboard, 

and ask the class to match the plant and animal behaviours to the season. 

Conclusion 
16. Conduct the post-lesson pop quiz.  

                                                

2 http://brambuk.com.au/gariwerdsixseasons.htm  

http://brambuk.com.au/gariwerdsixseasons.htm
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Answers 
 

Pre-lesson quiz questions Answers 

1. Tiddalick is a ____________________. snake                  turtle frog 

2. Aboriginal Dreaming stories are told to pass on 

knowledge. true false  

3. Aboriginal people told stories to explain how rivers 
and landforms were made. true false  

4. Rivers start to flow from the ocean. true false  

5. ___________ is the coldest time of year. Summer Winter Spring 

Post-lesson quiz questions Answers 

1. Rivers flow downhill. true false  

2. The Brambuk Aboriginal calendar has ________ 

seasons. 10 4 6 

3. Animals likes kangaroos grow thick fur in the 

summer. true false  

4. Too much __________ can cause flooding. sun rain wind 

5. Grass becomes dry and echidnas dig for ants in 

_____________. summer winter spring 
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