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Living things depend on each other lesson  
The interaction game activity supplement 
 

The activity steps are: 

• Divide the class into fifteen pairs or trios. Each pair receives one of 10 game cards with 
information about either a species of plant or animal; or one of five selected ecosystems of the 
Murray–Darling Basin, e.g. wetlands, rivers, floodplains, grasslands or semi-arid land – 15 cards 
in all. 

• Each animal or plant card also includes details about habitat, diet and/or behaviour. (An example 
is provided that can be displayed on the interactive whiteboard). Students familiarise themselves 
with this information. Ecosystem cards contain information about the environment. 

• Students choose a space in a designated area within the classroom. This area represents the 
boundaries of the Murray–Darling Basin. 

• Choose one pair to start the demonstration. They are given a ball of wool and must read out their 
information. The students determine what relationship it has to an ecosystem contained in the 
area. (For example, ‘The Azure Kingfisher (bird) lives in the river red gum (trees) along the River 
Murray’.) With the help of the teacher, students pass the ball of wool to the pair with the river 
ecosystem. Students can visualise the relationship that has been created between the Azure 
Kingfisher and the river, since the Azure Kingfisher relies on the river red gums which are found 
all along the rivers of the Basin for shelter, feeding and breeding. 

• The pair with the river ecosystem passes the ball of wool to another pair of students with a 
different animal or plant species. These students read out their information and determine the 
relationship it has with another ecosystem in the Basin. 

• The process continues until all species have formed a relationship with an ecosystem. Students 
begin to understand that the relationships are complex and the interdependence that exists is 
important since all components are reliant on each other. 

• The teacher then uses a pair of scissors to cut the string at different points. Pose the question: 
‘What does the cutting of the string symbolise in relation to the interconnectedness of plants, 
animals and environments within the Murray–Darling Basin?’ 

• Students conclude from this demonstration that a collapse or sever in the relationships between 
these components of the Murray–Darling Basin has an impact on its overall functioning. 

• Lead the students to an understanding that living things including plants and animals depend on 
each other and the environment to survive. 
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