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Chapter 1 Developing the Basin Plan

Chapter 2 Protecting and enhancing water resources

Chapter 3 Delivering water efficiently and 
  effectively

Chapter 1 and its main subsections relate to the Basin Plan program section of the 
Murray–Darling Basin Authority’s (MDBA’s) Corporate Plan 2009–2013.

Chapters 2 and 3 and their main subsections relate to the Murray–Darling Basin 
Commission’s (MDBC’s) Strategic Plan 2005–2010. Under the transition provisions, 
MDBA continued to report against the objectives of the MDBC Strategic Plan  
2005–2010 and the related Business Plan during the 2008–09 financial year.

The relevant sections of the MDBA Corporate Plan and the MDBC Strategic Plan are 
noted under the chapter titles and main subsection headings.

Report on performance
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Chapter 

1
Developing the Basin Plan
MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan program

The Basin Plan

A Concept Statement

Developed by the Murray–Darling Basin Authority

Published June 2009

The Basin Plan: a concept 
statement was released in 
June 2009. It was the f irst 
document about the Basin 
Plan to be published by 
MDBA.
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Overview

The Basin Plan will provide a single, consistent, integrated approach 
to managing the water resources of the Murray–Darling Basin. Its 
aim will be to protect and restore key environmental assets — rivers, 
streams, wetlands, forests, floodplains and billabongs — and key 
ecosystem functions which are essential to the life of the rivers and 
their surrounding landscapes, as well as to human activities and 
cultural values. 

The plan will take into account the impact of this protection and 
restoration on individual communities, industries, regions and 
the wider economy, and will be developed using the best available 
scientific, social, cultural and economic knowledge, evidence 
and analysis. The proposed Basin Plan will be released for public 
consultation in mid-2010.

A detailed project plan was developed to ensure that the timeframes 
for preparation of the Basin Plan could be met. There was also 
intensive effort to recruit the skills and experience necessary 
to undertake this work. Concurrently, work started on major 
tasks, including engaging with key agencies to draw together 
environmental, social, cultural and economic information required 
to describe the Basin’s water resources and how they are used. A 
concept statement was produced to provide information on the key 
elements and overall approach for development of the Basin Plan.

The focus of work has been on a number of key areas:

identifying key environmental assets and functions and  ●

determining their water requirements

reviewing existing knowledge of environmental assets and  ●

functions to contribute to a comprehensive Environmental Assets 
Register for the Basin

developing a comprehensive report to describe the current social  ●

and economic circumstances of the Basin and its communities

identifying the key principles that will underpin the sustainable  ●

diversion limits (SDLs)

securing the best available hydrologic and groundwater models and  ●

modelling capabilities to develop the modelling platforms that will 
assist in setting the SDLs

developing the provisions in the Basin Plan for critical human  ●

water needs

developing the water quality and salinity management plan,  ●

building on the platform of the National Water Quality Strategy 
and the Basin Salinity Management Strategy

developing a framework for evaluating the effectiveness of the  ●

Basin Plan.
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Background

The Water Act 2007 (Cwlth) requires that the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
develops and oversees a plan for the integrated management of Basin water resources 
in order to protect and restore key environmental assets and ecosystem functions. In 
doing this, it must take into account the impact of this protection and restoration on 
individual communities, industries, regions and the wider economy.

The Basin Plan must be based on the best and latest scientific, social, cultural and 
economic knowledge, evidence and analysis. In preparing the plan, MDBA must 
consult with Basin state and territory governments, key stakeholders, and rural and 
regional communities throughout the Basin. 

The Basin Plan must include:

limits on the amount of surface water and groundwater that can be sustainably  ●

taken from Basin water resources

identification of risks to water resources and strategies to manage those risks ●

requirements for accreditation of state water resource plans ●

an environmental watering plan ●

a water quality and salinity management plan ●

rules for trading or transfer of tradeable water rights ●

a program for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the plan. ●

Highlights
Worked on the development of strategies for integrated management of the Basin’s  ●

surface water, groundwater and environmental water.

Engaged with key agencies to draw together the environmental, social, cultural  ●

and economic information required to describe the Basin’s water resources and how 
they are used.

Compiled and analysed information for preparation of the Basin Plan. ●

Engaged with and informed the community about the Basin Plan and the Basin’s  ●

water resources, including through publication of The Basin Plan: a concept 
statement and an accompanying fact sheet. 

Developed a process to identify, map and analyse relevant Basin stakeholders, and  ●

initiated development of a stakeholder engagement implementation plan.

The Basin Plan
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1 MDBA is currently in the first phase, ‘Getting started’, of the development of the Basin 
Plan (see Figure 1.1). 

A draft MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–13 was produced in 2008–09 and the final plan was 
approved by the Murray–Darling Basin Ministerial Council in June. While the Corporate 
Plan does not come into effect until July 2009, it sets out 10 objectives for developing 
the Basin Plan which have been adopted for this report.

The 10 objectives and MDBA’s progress in achieving them are reported on pages 7–18. 

Figure 1.1 phases and timeline for development of the Basin plan
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Background

A central element of the Basin Plan is to set environmentally sustainable limits on 
the amount of water that can be taken from the Basin’s water resources. These are 
known as sustainable diversion limits (SDLs).

The SDLs will limit the quantity of surface water and groundwater that can be taken 
from the Basin as a whole, as well as from individual water resource plan areas. 
The SDLs will be designed to ensure that key environmental assets, key ecosystem 
functions and the productive base of the water resource are not compromised.

The SDLs will take account of the natural variability in the system. In any given 
year, SDLs will be influenced by a number of variables, including the amount of water 
in storage, the prevailing climate and inflow conditions, groundwater levels and 
estimates of recharge, and the connectivity between surface water and groundwater 
systems. The effects of climate change on the quantity of water available will also be 
considered when setting the SDLs.

Development of SDLs is a complex and challenging task. Initial work carried out by 
the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has focused on fully understanding the 
extraction limits that Basin states already have in place, particularly in relation to 
the ways in which these are expressed in different states and the ways in which 
environmental considerations are incorporated.

The investigation has included an examination of the existing Cap on surface-water 
diversions (see page 36) and the ways in which elements of the current approach may 
guide SDL development. Significant work has also been initiated to ensure a close 
linkage between the development of the environmental watering plan, the water 
quality and salinity management plan, and the SDLs.

Introductory information about the SDLs was included in the publication The Basin 
Plan: a concept statement and an accompanying fact sheet, released in June 2009. 
Following on from this publication, MDBA plans to release an issues paper in late 2009 
to describe the proposed method of developing the SDLs. Comments on the paper will 
be sought from interested stakeholders.

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 1: 
Develop integrated surface water and groundwater planning 
requirements for the Basin Plan

Managing surface water and groundwater
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Definition: environmental water
Environmental water is water used to achieve environmental outcomes, including 
ecosystem function, biodiversity, water quality, and water resource health.

Currently environmental water is managed both by individual states through rules 
embedded in water resource plans (such water is called ‘planned environmental 
water’); and by various parties, including the Commonwealth, applying water from 
water entitlements (called ‘held environmental water’).

Background

The rivers and wetlands of the Murray–Darling Basin serve many functions and 
support many values — economic, environmental and cultural. These rivers and 
wetlands are now significantly stressed by the combined challenges of drought, 
climate change and overallocation of water.

The Murray–Darling Basin Sustainable Yields Project (conducted by the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO): see <www.csiro.au/mdbsy>) 
has shown that, under existing water-sharing arrangements, any reductions in water 
availability due to climate change would lead to a lower proportion of the available 
water being protected for the environment.

A central element of the Basin Plan is an environmental watering plan to restore 
and sustain the wetlands and other environmental assets of the Basin and to protect 
biodiversity dependent on the Basin water resources. This plan will safeguard existing 
environmental water, plan the recovery of additional water, and coordinate the use of 
environmental water throughout the Basin. 

The environmental watering plan will contain, in relation to the Basin: 

environmental objectives for water-dependent ecosystems  ●

targets to measure progress against these objectives  ●

a management framework for environmental water  ●

the methods used to identify key environmental assets requiring water  ●

the principles and methods that will set the priorities for applying environmental  ●

water.

Safeguarding the environment

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 2:  
Develop an environmental watering plan for the Basin
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1 To develop a Basin-wide approach for identifying key environmental assets and 
functions, the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has undertaken detailed work 
with key scientific experts, and with state and local management agencies. MDBA is 
developing a system-wide top-down approach, informed by the best available local and 
regional information.

A review is being undertaken of existing knowledge on environmental assets and 
functions that have been identified as important through other processes (including 
work by state and local agencies). Information from the review is being compiled to 
develop a comprehensive Environmental Asset Register for the Basin. This work is being 
done in close liaison with the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (see page 26).

Improving water quality

Background

The water quality and salinity management plan must both identify the key causes of 
water quality degradation in the Murray–Darling Basin and include water quality and 
salinity objectives and targets for the water resources of the Basin.

Declining water quality is an ongoing threat to the Basin’s water resource, 
manifesting in increased incidence of algal blooms, elevated in-river salinity, 
acidification, and other impacts. Aquatic ecosystems, drinking water quality, 
industries, irrigated crops, recreational values, and spiritual and cultural values are 
all threatened by these processes.

The water quality and salinity management plan will be developed having regard to 
the National Water Quality Management Strategy and the Basin Salinity Management 
Strategy. These strategies have established processes to set water quality objectives 
at all levels — catchment, water body, aquifer, water resource plan and Basin — and 
have already contributed to actions to improve water quality.

Water quality and salinity objectives and targets have been set through local 
catchment management authority and MDBA processes for some of the Basin’s assets. 
However, protection of the Basin’s assets and health requires a more consistent and 
coordinated approach.

Currently, there is insufficient linkage between national standards and catchment 
management plans to address the highest risks to water quality.

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 3:  
Develop a water quality and salinity management plan for the Basin Plan
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1 In 2008–09, the Murray–Darling Basin Authority undertook a review of the target 
frameworks of the National Water Quality Management Strategy and Basin Salinity 
Management Strategy, which provide key foundation material for this component of 
the Basin Plan. The extent to which water quality and salinity targets and objectives 
have previously been developed for Basin water resources was determined. Relevant 
interdependencies with the environmental watering plan (see page 8) and sustainable 
diversion limits (see page 7) were identified.

Background

The Basin Plan must take into account the agreement between the Commonwealth 
and the Basin states that critical human water needs are the highest priority water 
use for communities dependent on Basin water resources.

Critical human water needs are the needs for a minimum amount of water to meet 
core human consumption requirements in urban and rural areas that are dependent 
on Basin water resources. They also include non-human consumption requirements 
that, if not met, would cause prohibitively high social, economic or national security 
costs.

Providing water for critical human needs

In early 2009, the Murray–Darling Basin Authority began work on developing the Basin 
Plan provisions for critical human water needs. These provisions will address both the 
definition of critical human water needs, as well as the overarching arrangements for 
delivering the water required to meet these needs from Basin water resources. This work 
will also contribute to preparations for a new water-sharing schedule to the Murray–
Darling Basin Agreement.  

The new schedule will replace the interim water-sharing arrangements that were agreed 
for the extremely dry conditions experienced in 2007–08 and 2008–09. It will specify 
water-sharing arrangements, accounting and operational rules that are required to 
adapt to extremely dry conditions. The schedule establishes three levels (or ‘tiers’) 
of water sharing, ranging from normal conditions (Tier 1) to extreme dry conditions 
(Tier 3). The provision of water for critical human needs to Basin communities is 
important in all three tiers, but will become crucial in Tiers 2 and 3 under the new 
water-sharing schedule.

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 4: Provide for 
critical human water needs in the Basin Plan
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1 MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 5: Identify and 
manage the risks associated with the Basin water resources

Background

The Water Act 2007 (Cwlth) requires the Basin Plan to identify risks to the condition 
and continued availability of the Basin water resources, including risks that arise 
from:

the taking and use of water (including through interception activities) ●

the effects of climate change ●

changes to land use  ●

the limitations on the state of knowledge on the basis of which estimates about  ●

matters relating to Basin water resources are made.

Additionally, the Water Act requires consideration of risks to the full extent of water 
resources, which include surface water or groundwater, water courses, lakes, wetlands 
or aquifers (whether or not they currently have water in them), and all aspects of 
the water resource, including water, organisms and other components and ecosystems 
that contribute to the physical state and environmental value of the water resource.

The Water Act further requires that the Basin Plan includes the strategies to be 
adopted to manage, or address, the identified risks. 

The Murray–Darling Basin Authority has identified the work necessary to meet the 
requirements of the Water Act in relation to risks to water resources. It will involve two 
primary components:

risk assessment architecture: the enduring principles and approach to Basin Plan risk  ●

assessment and the method of delivering the assessment

risk management and mitigation: development of strategies to reduce the risk to  ●

Basin water resources based on outcomes of the risk assessment. 

The risk assessment architecture has been designed to comply with the Australian 
Standard for risk management (AS4360). It will identify all significant current and 
future risks to water resource condition and availability, and the factors contributing 
to these risks. After expert analysis on the basis of existing knowledge, it will prioritise 
risk factors for further investigation and potential treatment through mitigation 
strategies that are to be included in the Basin Plan.

The requirements of the Water Act necessitate a broader consideration of risks than that 
under the former Risks to Shared Water Resources Program (see page 46), which focused 
on six hazards. However, the outcomes of the Risks to Shared Water Resources Program 
will inform the development of the Basin Plan.

Managing risks
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Background

The Water Act 2007 (Cwlth) requires the Basin Plan to include a program for monitoring 
and evaluating the effectiveness of the plan. Every 5 and 10 years this monitoring and 
evaluation will inform the review and adaptive management of the Basin Plan.

The program must set out the principles to be applied and the framework to be used 
for the monitoring and evaluation. It must also include the requirements for reporting 
by the Commonwealth and the Basin states, and reviews of the environmental 
watering plan and the water quality and salinity targets. In addition, the Murray–
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is responsible for establishing the methodology, 
systems, policies and procedures that will be used to support the assessment and 
enforcement of compliance with the Basin Plan.

Work on the risk assessment architecture started in 2008–09 and will be incorporated 
into the proposed Basin Plan in 2009–10.

The application of risk management within a natural resource management regime 
is a complex and challenging task. However, the adoption of a risk management 
approach can promote transparency through the decision-making process and is widely 
recognised as a vital component of complex decision making. Work will start on the risk 
management and mitigation component in 2009–10, following the identification of key 
risks to water resources.

Monitoring and evaluating the Basin Plan

In 2008–09, MDBA began work on developing a program to monitor and evaluate 
the Basin Plan. The framework is being established for evaluating the effectiveness 
of the Basin Plan components in achieving the expected outcomes and working 
towards objectives and targets. (The Basin Plan components include the sustainable 
diversion limits, environmental watering plan, water quality and salinity management 
plan, trading rules, and accreditation of state and territory water resource plans.) 
The framework will inform drafting instructions for the Basin Plan monitoring and 
evaluation program, and technical development of performance measures or indicators. 

MDBA is providing high-level advice on monitoring, evaluation, compliance and 
enforcement issues. Sound working relationships have been developed with key 
stakeholder groups, and liaison will continue with these groups to identify and deliver 
effective processes supporting the development and implementation of the Basin 
Plan. Central to this effort will be collaborative approaches to delivering effective, 

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 6: Prepare 
a program to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of and 
compliance with the Basin Plan
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Background

‘Rules for the trading or transfer of tradeable water rights in relation to Basin water 
resources’ are a mandatory component of the Basin Plan. Tradeable water rights 
include water access rights (including entitlements and allocations — see definition 
on page 14), irrigation rights and water delivery rights.

The purpose of water trading rules under the Basin Plan is to enable water to reach 
its most productive use through the development of efficient water-trading regimes 
that will maximise economic, social and environmental outcomes within the Murray–
Darling Basin. Water trading rules must contribute to achieving the Basin water 
market and trading objectives of the Water Act 2007 (Cwlth).

The trading rules under the Basin Plan will complement water market and charge 
rules that are set by the Commonwealth Minister for Climate Change and Water. 
Trading rules, which will be broader in scope than water market and charge rules, will 
address the removal of barriers to trade, the terms and processes for trading water, 
the manner in which trade is conducted and the provision of information to enable 
trading to take place. 

transparent and well-regarded program outcomes for both monitoring/evaluation and 
compliance/enforcement.

To ensure that the best available science underpins our monitoring and evaluation 
activities, leading scientists and other technical specialists will be engaged. For 
example, the Independent Sustainable Rivers Audit Group will be asked to provide 
advice on the ecological monitoring framework for the Basin Plan. Knowledge-holders 
and specialists in non-ecological areas will also be approached to provide advice and to 
review the rigour of the proposed framework, methods and protocols, and to contribute 
vital knowledge and experience. 

Further activity over the coming year will focus on developing a method to assess 
compliance with the long-term annual diversion limit (a mandatory component of the 
Basin Plan), and on developing systems and policies for operational enforcement of 
this and other components of the Basin Plan. (The long-term annual diversion limit 
for water resources in a water resource plan area is the sum of the long-term average 
sustainable diversion limit and the temporary diversion limit for those water resources, 
as set out in the Water Act, section 22, item 7.)

Developing an effective water market

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 7: Assist the 
development of an effective and comprehensive water market
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Preparing water trading rules 
In preparing water trading and transfer rules under the Basin Plan, the Murray–Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA) must obtain, and have regard to, the advice of the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC). 

MDBA has continued to provide technical support and input to the ACCC during the 
2008–09 year; in addition, MDBA provided information on the historical context of 
water trade within the Basin. The ACCC released its Water trading rules: issues paper on 
6 March 2009 (see <http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/863251>). 
This is the first step of the overall process for preparing ACCC advice to MDBA on water 
trading and transfer rules. 

Under the ACCC consultation process, stakeholders were given eight weeks to comment 
on the issues paper. The ACCC is reviewing the comments received with a view to 
preparing a position paper due for release in September 2009. The position paper will 
then undergo a public consultation process similar to that used for the issues paper.

Definition: ‘entitlement’ and ‘allocation’

Entitlement
Water users in the Basin hold a legal entitlement, or licence, to a share of the 
available water. The entitlement usually specifies: 

size (or volume) of the share  ●

source of the water (e.g. the river, catchment or aquifer)  ●

category (which can be a combination of priority and purpose).  ●

Allocation
An allocation is the specific volume of water allocated to the holders of water 
entitlements in a given season. The allocation is often quoted as a percentage of the 
volume of each entitlement. For instance, a 20% allocation in a particular season 
allows a water user with a 100 ML entitlement to take 20 ML of water.
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Background

The Basin Plan must be developed on the basis of best available science and 
socioeconomic analysis. Areas of focus include development of:

a description of the Basin water resources and the context in which those  ●

resources are used, which is a mandatory component of the Basin Plan

a Strategic Research Plan and a Data and Information Management System to  ●

support both the immediate and the enduring needs of the Basin Plan

relationships with knowledge providers relevant to the work of the Murray–Darling  ●

Basin Authority (MDBA). 

Using the best information available

The description of the Basin water resources and the context of their use will include 
information about aquatic ecosystems, their size, condition and connectivity. 

The social and economic circumstances of communities within the Basin are an 
important consideration in developing the Basin Plan and will also be described. 
Drawing on expertise from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the Australian Bureau 
of Agricultural and Resource Economics, and the Bureau of Rural Sciences, MDBA 
is developing a comprehensive report to describe the current social and economic 
circumstances of the Basin and its communities. The report will present a profile of the 
people living and working in the Basin; explore the consumptive use of water within 
the Basin; and examine some of the economic benefits provided by the Basin through 
agriculture and other industry sectors. 

The data from the description will also assist in making assessments to determine 
sustainable diversion limits and analyse the impact of the Basin Plan on Basin 
communities. The description of the social and economic circumstances will essentially 
support the socioeconomic analysis that will be used to inform how, where and when 
water can be delivered to meet environmental requirements and what the possible costs 
and benefits of this might be.

MDBA is scoping investment in a number of research initiatives to fill the gaps in 
existing knowledge, and will consider strategic initiatives to meet knowledge needs in 
the medium to long term. Knowledge management will be supported by appropriate 
investments in information and data collation, interrogation and analysis.

A critical component of knowledge management will be building relationships and 
collaborations with stakeholders in the Basin, including industry sectors, research 
institutions, community groups and government agencies.

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 8: Secure 
the best available knowledge and information to inform Basin Plan 
preparation
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Background

Hydrologic models and associated data will be used to guide the development of the 
Basin Plan. In particular, surface water management models will be used to explore 
the implications of proposed sustainable diversion limits on the amount of water 
that will be available to meet environmental objectives under a range of possible 
future climates. Groundwater models will also be used to help determine sustainable 
diversion limits. 

The Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is adapting the Basin-wide hydrologic 
modelling framework developed by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation in the Murray–Darling Basin Sustainable Yields Project. This framework 
will be operational in the second half of 2009 and will be used to link MDBA and state 
water resource models. Enhancements will be made to the modelling framework to 
enable efficient investigation of options for changed water management, in particular 
possible sustainable diversion limits.

Building on its extensive expertise and on previous work by the former Murray–Darling 
Basin Commission in modelling the River Murray system, MDBA will develop new capacity 
to model the other river systems of the Basin. MDBA is actively engaging with state 
governments and the scientific community to access and apply the best available models 
and modelling capabilities. This will incorporate both surface and groundwater modelling.

Hydrologic modelling using this Basin-wide modelling framework will be used to guide 
the determination of sustainable diversion limits as well as the development of the 
water quality and salinity management plan and the environmental watering plan for 
the Basin Plan.

Modelling the Basin river systems

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 9: Provide 
models and data to support the preparation of a Basin Plan
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Background

Stakeholder engagement is a major focus for the Murray–Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA). 

There are a number of statutory drivers for MDBA engagement, with the Water Act 
2007 (Cwlth) specifying requirements for engaging stakeholders in the development 
of the Basin Plan. MDBA must consult with the Basin Officials Committee (see  
page xvi), Basin states, the Basin Community Committee (see page xvii), and 
undertake other consultation as appropriate.

The Basin Plan will require a comprehensive process of community consultation and 
input, and socioeconomic assessment. 

During all phases of the plan’s development, MDBA will engage with non-government 
stakeholders, including the people, communities and industries of the Basin, mainly 
through a Basin Community Committee and its specialist subcommittees. In addition, 
other advisory committees may be established and other forms of consultation 
undertaken. 

MDBA will also work closely with all Basin states and their agencies, and with key 
conservation, Indigenous and industry bodies. As a high priority, MDBA will work 
in consultation with the Basin Community Committee to work out the best ways of 
engaging with stakeholders.

Stakeholder engagement in three broad areas — community and environment; 
Indigenous; and government agencies — offers an opportunity for MDBA to draw 
on stakeholder knowledge and to build their capacity to participate in, adapt to and 
implement the current and future Basin planning processes.

The priority for 2008–09 was to establish processes to support the development and 
implementation of an integrated ‘best practice’ stakeholder engagement strategy for the 
effective engagement of the Basin’s stakeholders in the development of the Basin Plan.

To date, the Chair of the Murray–Darling Basin Authority, the Executive, and other 
MDBA experts have given numerous presentations to industry, government and 
community groups on the development of the Basin Plan. This consultative process will 
expand with the implementation of the stakeholder engagement strategy.

Engaging with stakeholders

MDBA Corporate Plan 2009–2013, Basin Plan Objective 10: Effectively 
engage stakeholders
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1 In June 2009, the Basin Plan concept statement and an accompanying fact sheet 
were released. The concept statement was the first document about the Basin Plan 
to be published by MDBA. It explains the key elements and approach being taken in 
developing the plan. Hard copies have been widely distributed and the document 
is available on MDBA’s website (see <http://www.mdba.gov.au/files/publications/
basin-plan-concept-statement.pdf> or <http://www.mdba.gov.au/basin_plan/concept-
statement>.

Community and environment
Work was carried out to identify and prioritise stakeholder groups to facilitate effective 
engagement. Engagement activities have begun, with various MDBA staff, including the 
Executive, making presentations at stakeholder forums on both Basin Plan issues and 
engagement processes.

Approximately 100 meetings, workshops and conferences have been attended by MDBA 
staff and members of the Executive to discuss these issues with stakeholders.

Indigenous
Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders has continued the work begun in The Living 
Murray initiative’s Indigenous Partnerships Program (see page 33) to ensure that 
Indigenous issues are addressed in the Basin-wide stakeholder engagement strategy.

Government agencies 
The focus has been on facilitating meetings with all the Basin states and developing 
protocols and arrangements for future engagement. Close cooperation with the 
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts through regular meetings 
and information sharing was also a priority.


