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COMMUNIQUE 

 

Murray−Darling Basin Authority     19 July 2017 

At its meeting on 19 July 2017, the Authority noted that the Minister for Agriculture and Water 

Resources accredited the Warrego–Paroo–Nebine water resource plan (WRP) on 15 June 2017.  

This is the first water resource plan to be assessed and accredited under the Basin Plan. The 

complete plan is now available on the MDBA website. The Authority also discussed the ongoing 

challenges in finalising water resource plans by the 2019 deadline.  

The Authority noted the Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Mines conducted a 

metering audit recently. The Department is responding to the compliance issues raised in the audit. 

The Authority commends the Queensland Government for taking proactive steps to manage 

compliance issues. 

The Authority noted the Corporate Plan 2017/18 to 2020/21 which will be available on the website 

by 31 August 2017. 

The Authority were pleased to welcome Mr Malcolm Thompson and Mr Paul Morris. Mr Thompson 

is the newly appointed Deputy Secretary with responsibility for water issues at the Department of 

Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR) and Mr Morris is the head of the Water Division within 

DAWR. The Authority looks forward to working with Mr Thompson and Mr Morris as the 

implementation of the Basin Plan progresses.  

The annual environmental watering priorities for the Basin for 2017/18 were released on 30 June 

2017. The Authority discussed the evolving nature of the priority identification process and the 

recent move to rolling multi-year priorities. The Authority also discussed strengthening relationships 

with stakeholders to help improve understanding about environmental watering. 

The Authority discussed the 2017 Evaluation of the Basin Plan and the associated engagement plan. 

The Authority endorsed the commitment to consult with states on findings and recommendations in 

the 2017 Evaluation prior to finalising the evaluation report.  

The Authority also discussed the role and purpose of the Basin Community Committee, agreeing to 

commence a recruitment process for new members as the current committee’s term concludes on 

30 June 2018. 

ENDS 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00755
https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/policies-guidelines/water-resource-plan-warrego-paroo-nebine

