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Murray−Darling Basin Authority    5 September 2017 

At its meeting on 5 September 2017 in Adelaide, the Murray–Darling Basin Authority was pleased to 

receive a comprehensive briefing from Mr Matt Barwick, the National Carp Control Plan coordinator. 

While the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) is leading the process of research 

and consultation, MDBA data and advice is being provided to help in this effort. Mr Barwick reported 

that a formal recommendation will be made at the end of 2018 about the best way to control carp 

impacts, based on the results of the current research.  

The Authority was updated on the progress of the Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment 

Mechanism. Advice on the potential offsets from the mechanism has been provided to the Basin 

Officials Committee (BOC), and the Authority awaits the BOC’s consideration before making its 

recommendation for an adjustment. A public consultation process is also underway. The final 

determination will be provided to the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources by 15 December 

2017.  

Other Basin Plan implementation activities remain on track. Preparations are underway to publish 

the 2014–15 and 2015–16 Cap Register and the Transition Period Take reports. These documents 

will complement the recently announced Basin-wide compliance review that is due to report to the 

Council of Australian Governments in mid-December 2017.  

The 2017 Interim Evaluation of the Basin Plan implementation is underway. The team is engaging 

with stakeholders on early results and findings, and understanding their expectations from the 

evaluation. 

A framework for more streamlined assessment of water resource plans has been developed, agreed 

and shared with Basin states. The framework sets out the information the MDBA is seeking from a 

Basin State in order to determine that a plan meets the Basin Plan requirements. 

The Authority also received an update on the River Murray Annual Operating Plan and reports from 

the respective Chairs of the Basin Community Committee and the Advisory Committee on Advisory 

Committee on Social, Economic and Environmental Sciences. 

The Authority will next meet on November 14, 2017 in Canberra. 


