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COMMUNIQUE 

 

Murray−Darling Basin Authority                    10 November 2017 

Basin Plan Amendments  

Out-of-session 37(2) meeting held 30 October 2017 

The Murray–Darling Basin Authority held an out-of-session meeting on 30 October 2017 to discuss 
the progress of the Basin Plan Amendments, which include: 

 a reduction to the water recovery target in the north of the Basin, from 390 GL to 320 GL 

 changes to the allowable level of take in three groundwater areas (Eastern Porous Rock, 
NSW; Western Porous Rock, NSW; Goulburn–Murray; Victoria) 

 minor practical improvements to enable effective and consistent implementation of the 
Basin Plan. 

The Authority agreed the Basin Plan Amendments were sound, being based on four years of 
extensive and comprehensive research, analysis and consultation, with hundreds of community 
members as well as environmental, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, industry and community 
stakeholders contributing to the evidence base for the amendment. 

In light of compliance issues in NSW, which came to light following the ABC Four Corners program 
that aired in July 2017, Authority members had serious concerns about the commitment of NSW to 
deliver on the Toolkit Measures that are integral to the MDBA’s recommendation to reduce the 
water recovery target in the northern Basin from 390 GL to 320 GL. 

The Authority had accordingly sought additional assurances from NSW—both at the Ministerial and 
officials level—regarding NSW’s intention to implement the Toolkit Measures, particularly in relation 
to the protection of environmental flows.  The Authority also sought clear advice on the intended 
policy instruments and timeframes for the implementation of the measures by NSW. 

In response, the Authority received a letter from the NSW Minister for Regional Water, the 
Hon. Niall Blair MLC, reiterating the NSW Government’s commitment to the Toolkit Measures and 
the Basin Plan more broadly, and a letter from NSW officials confirming that: 

 NSW Crown Lands and Water Division will implement the best available policy instrument to 
protect the flow of environmental water downstream—with the introduction of individual 
daily extraction limits among the options being considered 

 the implementation of these measures will be done in a timely fashion to allow their 
inclusion in the relevant Water Resource Plans by 2019 

 in the meantime (to June 2019) NSW Crown Lands and Water Division will convene a 
working group including the MDBA, Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage and relevant water entitlement holders to discuss and 
seek agreement on temporary measures to protect the passage of environmental water. 

The Authority also took into account the considerable positive steps that NSW was taking to address 
and improve management of compliance issues since the Four Corners program. 

Further, the Authority is aware of the active engagement by both the NSW and Queensland 
governments with communities on water resource plan consultation. These consultations are 
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discussing a range of options to improve the protection of environmental water flows in the new 
water resource plans. 

Taking all these things into account, the Authority considered that the Northern Basin Amendments 
could now be put to the Minister responsible for water for consideration to be tabled in their 
current form. 

At the same meeting, members also discussed the draft version of the 2017 Interim Evaluation 

Report (out-of-session 38) and provided feedback to the team preparing it. 

END 


