
 

 

COMMUNIQUE 

 

Murray−Darling Basin Authority    15 November 2017 

At its meeting of 14 November 2017, Authority members received an update on the work of the 

MDBA Compliance Review, which involves the preparation of two reports (one by MDBA officials, 

and one by an independent panel of experts). 

MDBA officials presented a draft MDBA compliance report to the Authority for feedback. The report 

reviews the compliance measures used by state governments to enforce rules around water use in 

their jurisdiction as well as the MDBA’s own functions and powers. Preparation of the draft report 

involved reviewing state legislation and processes, discussions with compliance officers on the 

ground and meetings with state officials, irrigators and non-government organisations.  

The Independent Panel of the Murray–Darling Basin Compliance Review, briefed Authority 

members on the progress of their report, which critically examines the MDBA’s own role in 

compliance and enforcement, and ways in which it can be improved. The Authority welcomed the 

discussion with two of the Panel members, Eamonn Moran and Abel Immaraj, together with Megan 

Dyson who is assisting the panel in its work. The Panel is led by Allan Holmes and it is expected that 

the review will be finalised by the end of November. 

The Authority noted the serious concerns raised by the independent panel and the draft MDBA 

compliance report about the timeliness of water resource planning progress. The Authority 

encouraged the MDBA to work with jurisdictions to accelerate the delivery of draft Water Resource 

Plans for assessment.  

The final version of the Water Resource Plan Assessment Framework was endorsed by the 

Authority. This framework provides a more streamlined assessment for the MDBA to use to 

determine that Basin state and territory water resource plans meet the Basin Plan requirements 

ahead of June 2019. 

The Authority received an update on the draft findings for the 2017 Interim Evaluation of the Basin 

Plan, and thanked the many stakeholders who had contributed to its preparation. It was agreed the 

report would be released in December and supplementary information that was dependent on the 

release of 2016 census results would be available in early 2018. 

The Authority was also updated on the progress of the Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment 

Mechanism. Members noted the hard work of MDBA, state and territory officials over many years 

that resulted in the draft determination of the SDL adjustment value of 605 gigalitres being released 

for stakeholder feedback in October. The Authority noted the mechanism will be finalised by 15 

December and that the MDBA will continue to play a key role during the states’ implementation of 

their projects through to 2024. 

The Authority thanked the Basin Community Committee for its valuable and continuing contribution 

to the MDBA’s work and noted that the selection of new committee members from across the basin 

was well underway, with a strong field of nominees. The result of the application process will be 

announced in early 2018. 



 

 

The Authority also agreed to the publication of the Transition Period Water Take Report 2012-13 to 

2015-16.  

The Authority met on the day that Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Anne 

Ruston, tabled a legislative amendment to the Murray–Darling Basin Plan to give effect to the 

Northern Basin Review recommendations. The amendment also includes a decrease in three 

groundwater area water recovery targets, and technical improvements to enable effective and 

consistent implementation of the Basin Plan. The Authority welcomed this milestone in the 

implementation of the Basin Plan.  

The Authority will next meet 5 December 2017 in Canberra. 


