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Murray−Darling Basin Authority    6 December 2017 

At their meeting in Canberra on 5 December 2017, the Authority welcomed the 

announcement by the Prime Minister of the government’s commitment to implement 

the recommendations in the Murray–Darling Basin Water Compliance Review, which 

was released by the MDBA and the Independent Review Panel on 25 November 2017. 

The Authority noted that the implementation of the review’s recommendations would 

be discussed at the next meeting of the Council of Australian Governments.  The 

Authority is committed to immediately actioning the recommendations in the review 

and plans to continue an external panel of experts to provide advice over the next 12 

months. 

The Authority members also finalised the Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment 

Mechanism determination that will be recommended to the Commonwealth minister 

responsible for water.  The determination proposes that the Basin Plan be amended to 

reduce the water recovery target in the southern basin by 605 gigalitres. 

The Authority acknowledged and valued the over 3000 submissions received through the 

public submissions period. They strongly recommend Basin governments act early on their 

commitment to engage and communicate with local and interested stakeholders in the 

ongoing design, refinement and implementation of projects, to ensure local issues and 

knowledge are effectively used. 

The Authority’s decision is based on the MDBA’s assessment of projects proposed by Basin 

governments to manage water for the environment more efficiently. The projects, which 

include infrastructure developments and changes to the way that rivers are operated, need 

to be completed by 2024. The Authority noted that the implementation of the Sustainable 

Diversion Limit Adjustment Mechanism will have flow-on benefits for Basin communities 

while delivering results for the environment.  

The Authority would continue to play an important project management and monitoring 

role to assist the state governments as they continued to develop and implement their 

projects. The Authority noted the importance of state governments’ progressing their 

projects in a timely manner to meet the deadline of June 2024, or risk being unable to 

reconcile the 605-gigalitre change in the sustainable diversion limit.  

The Authority reaffirmed the importance of ‘efficiency’ projects, which would recover 450 

gigalitres for the environment through more efficient irrigation infrastructure.  



 

 

The Authority was briefed on the progress of state and territory governments’ Water 

Resource Plans, and agreed that the Basin governments needed to take action as a 

priority to ensure delivery of their Water Resource Plans for accreditation by June 2019.  

Progress to finalise the 2017 Interim Evaluation of the Basin Plan for release in December 

was welcomed by the Authority.  The Authority noted the evaluation has demonstrated 

that, at this early stage, there are good signs the Plan is working and on track. There are 

positive signs of improving environmental health. Water recovery is one of many things 

affecting the social and economic outcomes in the basin, but there is evidence that 

farmers are adapting to these changes, helped by investments in more modern and 

efficient irrigation infrastructure. It was noted that more work on community impacts 

remains to be done.  

The Authority also noted that the reviews of the environmental watering plan (chapter 8) 

and the water quality and salinity targets (chapter 9) in the Basin Plan are currently listed 

as occurring in 2017. Members agreed that the reviews will be conducted in 2020 in 

accordance with the intention of the 2016 Water Act amendments which were omitted 

due to a drafting error. This will enable more thorough and considered reviews to be 

conducted. 

The River Murray Operations executive provided an update on the active management of 

channel capacity in the River Murray, in the context of delivering available water to the 

range of water users in a timely manner. The Authority noted the work underway in 

collaboration with southern Basin states to investigate strategies to meet system demands.  

The Authority will next meet 20 February 2018 in Murray Bridge. 


