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Murray−Darling Basin Authority    20 February 2018 

At their meeting in Adelaide on 20 February 2018, the six-member Murray–Darling Basin 
Authority reaffirmed its commitment to delivering the Murray–Darling Basin Plan to 
ensure a sustainable future for the nation’s most important river system.  

The chair of the MDBA Neil Andrew welcomed the attendance of the NSW Natural Resource 
Access Regulator Board, chaired by Craig Knowles, with which the MDBA signed a 
memorandum of understanding committing both agencies to work together to effectively 
implement and regulate water management laws in NSW, including the Basin Plan.   

Also at the meeting was Allan Holmes, who was this month appointed chair of the 
Authority’s new Independent Assurance Committee. The four-person committee will 
provide expert advice on the design, implementation and adequacy of the MDBA’s Basin 
Plan compliance program. The MDBA Office of Compliance gave Authority members an 
update on progress with responding to the recommendations from last year’s Basin-wide 
compliance review.  This includes commencement of drafting a Basin Compliance Compact 
in consultation with Basin states, development of proposals to strengthen and clarify the 
Authority’s compliance powers, and work with NSW to improve the protection of 
environmental water in the northern Basin.   

Authority members expressed disappointment that on 14 February 2018 the Australian 
Parliament disallowed the amendment to the Basin Plan affecting the northern basin 
and other matters.  

The Authority recognised that three key issues highlighted in the Parliament require 
urgent resolution before the outcomes of the Northern Basin Review can be 
reconsidered. 

a. Community confidence must be restored in measures to ensure effective 
compliance with water sharing rules in the northern Basin. The Authority 
recognised that while much work has been done to strengthen arrangements for 
monitoring and enforcement of water sharing rules, more needs to be done to 
build community confidence. The Authority requested more be done to publicise 
and build confidence in the considerable work being done by the MDBA and all 
State government authorities. 

b. Environmental water and the integrity of water flows in the northern Basin must 
be protected. The Authority noted active work being done by NSW and 
Queensland to identify and put in place measures to protect environmental water 
and integrity of water flows across the northern Basin, as part of the Toolkit 
measures.  The Authority particularly welcomed the establishment of a Taskforce 
within NSW to implement the findings of the Matthews Review including interim 
measures to protect environmental water in the Barwon Darling within 90 days. 

c. Greater confidence in the pathway to secure 450 gigalitres (GL) in efficiency 
measures with no negative social or economic impacts.  The Authority noted that 
securing efficiency measures to provide water for the environment would require 



 

 

compromise and called on all governments to find an agreement on this critical 
element of the Basin Plan. 

The Authority thanked the many hundreds of people who made valuable contributions 
to the Northern Basin Review, ensuring that the science, hydrology and socio-economic 
work behind the MDBA’s recommendation was robust and evidence driven. The 
Authority stands by its findings that returning 320 GL to the environment, together with 
measures such as protecting low flows and water for the environment, would bring 
improved environmental and community outcomes.  

Authority members noted that the Basin Plan amendment relating to the Sustainable 
Diversion Limit Adjustment Mechanism in the southern Basin was subject to a 
disallowance still to be considered by the Australian Parliament. They called on all 
parties to take into account the independent, peer-reviewed science and evidence-
based work underpinning the amendment when considering their position. 

The Authority noted the amendment would see 605 GL remain available to farmers and 
communities through smarter management of environmental water. They reaffirmed 
that the recovery of up to 450 GL is inextricably linked to the Adjustment Mechanism.  

The Authority acknowledged the accelerated work underway by state governments, with 
the assistance of the MDBA, to progress water resource plans, whose completion by mid-
2019 is an essential element of compliance with the Basin Plan. The Authority welcomed the 
increased transparency in the progress on water resource plans with the introduction of 
quarterly status reports published on the MDBA website. 

The Authority is committed to continual improvement in the MDBA and partner 
agencies’ capacity to track implementation of the Basin Plan, and encouraged the MDBA 
to assess its monitoring, evaluation and reporting capabilities this year in order to be 
suitably equipped to complete the 2020 Basin Plan Evaluation. 

Authority members also discussed the community-level social and economic assessments 
for 40 southern Basin communities, which are being finalised for public release. The 
Authority acknowledged the comprehensive and collaborative approach by officers of the 
MDBA to collate a large amount of valuable data in a way that has not been available to 
communities before now, and welcomed their capacity to provide new and useful insights 
to local areas, including the effects of the Basin Plan. The Authority expects to see the final 
and comprehensive analysis of this work released in April 2018. 

The Authority noted the latest accounting for the sustainable diversion limit, including an 
agreement to finalise by May the Transition period water take report 2016-17, which will 
deliver a comprehensive account of water use in the last financial year, consistent with the 
requirements of the Water Act and the Basin Plan.  

The Authority was briefed on the MDBA’s increasing regional presence, with a focus on 
developing the offices in Albury–Wodonga, Toowoomba and Adelaide. The regional 
engagement officer program was applauded for its success to date in broadening the 
MDBA’s community outreach.  Selection by the Authority of the next Basin Community 
Committee members are pending formal nomination by the Ministerial Council.  

The Authority will next meet on 22 March 2018 in Canberra. 


