
 

 

COMMUNIQUE 
 

Murray−Darling Basin Authority     22 March 2018 

 

At their meeting in Canberra on World Water Day, 22 March 2018, the Murray–Darling 
Basin Authority reaffirmed its commitment to full implementation of the Murray–
Darling Basin Plan to further communities, industries and the environmental 
sustainability of the nation’s most important river system.  

The chair of the MDBA Neil Andrew welcomed the first report from Allan Holmes, the 
recently appointed chair of the Authority’s Independent Assurance Committee (IAC), 
which is providing expert advice on the design, implementation and adequacy of the 
MDBA’s Basin Plan compliance program.  

The MDBA Office of Compliance updated the Authority members on work to enact the 
recommendations of the Basin-wide compliance review, including progress on a draft 
COAG Compliance Compact in consultation with Basin state governments and work 
underway to strengthen and clarify the Authority’s compliance powers. The Authority 
also welcomed the New South Wales Government’s announcement this month of clear 
steps to effectively implement water management laws to strengthen the protection of 
environmental water in the northern Basin. Noting the issues relating to the practical 
implementation of the national metering standard, and the discussion being held with 
the National Measurement Institute and state officials to resolve these issues, the 
Authority queried the practicality of ensuring improved metering by September and 
requested a report into the matter. 

The IAC emphasised the following points: that the COAG compliance compact was a 
vital accountability mechanism for implementation of the compliance review 
recommendations and must not be delayed past its 30 June 2018 deadline; the MDBA 
and the NSW Government have responded positively to the review with considerable 
action undertaken by both since the review was tabled; and, finalising water resource 
plans by the 2019 deadline was an important precursor to basin plan compliance and 
concern remains about whether NSW and Victoria will meet the deadline. 

Authority members called on all parties to take into account the independent, peer-
reviewed science and evidence-based work underpinning the Sustainable Diversion Limit 
Adjustment Mechanism in the southern Basin, which forms the basis of the Basin Plan 
amendment expected to be considered by the Australian Parliament in May. MDBA research 
results and analysis undergo a peer review process internally and often externally. Like all 
science and research, peer review is independent and provides quality assurance on the 
research methodology, data and the interpretation of results.  

The Authority emphasised that the Sustainable Diversion Limit amendment would improve 
the delivery and outcomes of environmental water while allowing 605 gigalitres to remain 
available to farmers and communities. They noted that the Adjustment Mechanism was also 



 

 

dependent on the commitment by governments to recover up to 450 gigalitres for the 
environment through investments in water saving infrastructure.  

Authority members discussed progress to resolve issues arising from the Australian 
Parliament’s recent disallowance of the amendment to the Basin Plan relating to water 
recovery in the Northern Basin. 

This included building community confidence in the considerable work being done by 
the MDBA and all State government authorities to ensure effective compliance with 
water sharing rules, the protection of environmental flows in the northern Basin and 
greater confidence in a pathway agreed by all Basin governments to secure 450 
gigalitres in efficiency measures with no negative social or economic impacts, which 
remains an essential element of the Basin Plan. 

The Authority acknowledged the accelerated work underway by state governments, with 
the assistance of the MDBA, to progress water resource plans. Of particular note was 
progress relating to water resource plans in line with the Compliance Review 
recommendations, including the publication of assessments of interim and transitional 
water resource plans and contingencies for a situation where plans are unlikely to be 
accredited before 30 June 2019. Authority members also noted that the MDBA was 
committed to seeking advice from the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder when 
assessing Water Resource Plans. They further noted the need for good engagement to 
ensure Aboriginal interests were reflected. 

The Authority congratulated the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, Jody 
Swirepik, on her appointment and heard about the priority work ahead. Ms Swirepik 
underlined that one of her aims was to ensure communities had access to information 
about how Commonwealth environmental water was being used and the coordination of 
system-wide efforts to deliver benefits. 

Authority members welcomed to the meeting Paul Morris, First Assistant Secretary, Water 
Division, Department of Agriculture and Water Resources, who provided an update on the 
purchase of water in the Basin to further the water recovery requirements of the Basin 
Plan. 

The Authority heard about progress to establish the Sustainable Diversion Limit 
Compliance and Reporting Framework. The framework will set out the escalation pathway 
should areas of ‘growth in use’ be identified. It is due for publication in June this year.  

The Authority was also briefed on the impressive fish research underway across the Basin 
and applauded the robust science underpinning the latest findings about fish movement, 
breeding and behaviour around flow regimes. 

The Authority’s next meeting will be in Canberra. 

 


