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The Murray–Darling Basin Authority met in Canberra on 8 May 2018 to progress the 
steady and thorough implementation of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan in order to 
ensure a sustainable future for the nation’s most important river system.  

The Authority applauded the far-reaching contribution of outgoing members Diane 
Davidson and Barry Hart to steer the Basin Plan to full implementation, in the week 
of the Australian Parliament’s historic decision to amend the Plan to allow operation 
of the sustainable diversion limit adjustment mechanism. Ms Davidson and 
Professor Hart’s unerring dedication, expertise and active leadership since 2009 has 
been pivotal to the success of this visionary water reform. Ushering the Basin Plan 
from its initial formation into legislation and early implementation, Ms Davidson and 
Professor Hart leave the MDBA in a strong position for the crucial next phase of the 
roll-out of the Basin Plan.  

Today the Authority stressed the benefits to the Basin environment that 
Parliament’s decision about the SDL adjustment mechanism will bring, noting that 
the 605-gigalitre reduction in the water recovery target will prevent any unnecessary 
further impacts on southern Basin communities already affected by the Basin Plan.  

MDBA chair Neil Andrew welcomed to the meeting Allan Holmes, the chair of the 
Authority’s Independent Assurance Committee (IAC), who provided an update on 
the MDBA’s implementation of recommendations from the Murray-Darling Basin 
Water Compliance Review. Mr Holmes commended the MDBA’s robust processes to 
ensure compliance guidelines are put in place for the long term. He also stressed the 
importance of state government ambition under the proposed Basin Compliance 
Compact to likewise meet compliance responsibilities, such as addressing the 
metering recommendations. 

Mr Holmes also emphasised the significance of the cooperative action by the MDBA, 
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder and the NSW Government to 
release, protect and monitor the progress of Commonwealth environmental water 
through the Barwon–Darling during autumn. 

An update on the progress of the Productivity Commission’s five-year assessment of 
Basin Plan implementation, as required by the Water Act 2007, was provided to the 
Authority by the Commission’s Jane Doolan and John Madden.  

The Authority was briefed on progress on the water resource plans currently being 
prepared by state governments for MDBA assessment. The Authority noted that, 
while it is expected that all water resource plans will be accredited by 30 June 2019, 
the MDBA is scoping strategies, including the use of step in provisions, to cover the 
possibility that some plans won’t be ready in time. The Authority also welcomed the 



 

 

recent publication of assessments of interim water resource plans and transitional 
water resource plans against the ‘no less consistent with the Basin Plan’ test in the 
Water Act 2007. 

The Authority discussed the process of sustainable diversion limit (SDL) reporting 
and accounting, noting that publication of the Transition Period Water Take Report 
2016-17 has been delayed to allow the report to consider state feedback and be 
published before the next Authority meeting. 

Professor Stuart Bunn, chair of the MDBA’s Advisory Committee on Social, Economic 
and Environmental Sciences, provided an update on how the committee has shaped 
and validated the science used by the Authority.  The Authority committed to 
making this advice made more public to help build confidence in the science used by 
the Authority.    

 The Authority’s next meeting is scheduled for 19 June 2018 in Canberra. 

 


