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Murray−Darling Basin Authority           20 June 2018 

At its meeting on 19 June 2018 in Canberra, the Murray–Darling Basin Authority 
reaffirmed its commitment to transparency and accountability in its implementation 
of the Basin Plan.  The Authority Chair Mr Neil Andrew welcomed two new 
members, Professor Stuart Bunn and Ms Joanna Hewitt AO, to their first formal 
meeting.  They collectively bring valuable and diverse skills and experience in 
research, water, natural resource management and public administration.  

The Authority welcomed the ongoing collaboration and unified approach to Basin 
Plan implementation by the Murray–Darling Basin Ministerial Council, including the 
agreed actions to realise the important benefits of recent amendments by the 
Australian Parliament to the Basin Plan. 

The important steps to increase transparency around compliance and enforcement 
activities by Basin governments and the MDBA were noted, including the Murray–
Darling Basin Ministerial Council’s recent agreement to the Murray–Darling Basin 
Compliance Compact. The compact sets out a comprehensive workplan for the 
MDBA and each Basin state government to build accountability and community 
confidence through measures such as metering, protection of environmental water 
and regular reporting.  

The Authority also agreed on the MDBA’s compliance policy, which underpins the 
MDBA’s compliance and enforcement responsibilities. 

Mr Allan Holmes, the chair of the Authority’s Independent Assurance Committee on 
compliance, addressed the meeting and stressed the importance of the states and 
the MDBA remaining dedicated to the task in order to deliver on their compliance 
responsibilities over the long term. 

The Authority also noted the status of the Water Resource Plans, and expressed 
optimism that the high level of collaboration evident between Basin governments 
and the MDBA would result in the plans being finalised for accreditation by the 
Minister for Water Resources by June 2019. 

The Authority was briefed on the MDBA’s preparation of the 2018-19 Basin-wide 
annual environmental watering priorities in collaboration with partner agencies, to 
improve the health of rivers, wetlands and floodplains across the Basin. Following a 
dry trend across the Basin over the past 12 months, it is anticipated that water 
resource availability in the northern Basin will be further tested in 2018-19 and a 
moderate outlook will allow the consolidation of improvements in the southern 
Basin.  

The Authority acknowledged the significant contribution of the MDBA’s Advisory 
Committee on Social, Economic and Environmental Sciences (ACSEES). It was 



 

 

noted that they had scrutinised, shaped and provided advice to the MDBA on 
scientific and technical aspects of Basin Plan implementation.  This input has 
helped to shape the approaches used by the MDBA and has strengthened the 
science behind the Plan. It was agreed that the advice provided by ACSEES could 
be better shared with Basin stakeholders. In the coming year, areas of key focus 
will include return flows, climate change and the Basin Plan evaluation 
framework.  

The Authority discussed the new Basin Community Committee and expressed 
their gratitude to the current committee members for their valuable 
contribution to an enriched regional and community perspective in the MDBA’s 
work.  

The Authority is looking forward to a regional meeting in the northern Basin 
scheduled for 7 August 2018. 

 

 


