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Murray−Darling Basin Authority           7 August 2018 

The Murray–Darling Basin Authority met in the Queensland town of St George on     
7 August 2018.  Prior to the meeting the Authority members toured the area with 
Queensland government officials and met with local community members.  The 
Authority saw and heard first-hand how the dry conditions were impacting this 
region. The Authority thanked the Balonne Shire Council for hosting the meeting. 

The Authority also welcomed the MDBA’s decision to expand its presence in the 
northern Basin by opening a new office in Goondiwindi and committing to making 
Regional Engagement Officers a core component of MDBA’s engagement approach.   

Authority Chair Mr Neil Andrew welcomed to the meeting Mr David Wiskar, the 
Executive Director of Water Policy and Mr John Ritchie, Basin Implementation South 
Region with Queensland Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy. Mr 
Ritchie presented members with thorough outline of Queensland’s approach to 
preparing water resource plans for accreditation.   

Mr Wiskar welcomed the recent commitments resulting from the Northern Basin 
Review including noting the benefits to southern Queensland communities.  A key 
challenge noted was the need to quickly transition to develop tangible 
implementation arrangements as this will help manage the expectations of 
communities and industries.  Mr Wiskar also outlined Queensland’s compliance 
audit activities and provided the Authority confidence that improvements are being 
made to strengthen compliance. 

The Authority members valued the address by Mr Fred Hooper, Chair of the 
Northern Basin Aboriginal Nations (NBAN), and Mr Rene Woods, Chair of Murray 
Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN), who provided the Authority 
members with an insight into the recently completed National Cultural Flows 
Research Project.  

The ground breaking and collaborative cultural flows project actively increases the 
nation’s knowledge about Aboriginal water interests for the benefit of Aboriginal 
people, and will build the capacity of communities to advocate for cultural flows. 
The research has also provided tools to assist Aboriginal people to engage in other 
aspects of water planning and management, such as the inclusion of Traditional 
Owner objectives in environmental water planning.   

NBAN and MLDRIN also urged the MDBA to encourage Basin state governments 
preparing water resource plans to use Aboriginal engagement principles to guide 
their approaches.   

 



 

 

The MDBA Office of Compliance’s work to increase the MDBA’s transparency and 
accountability was discussed by the Authority members. The Office reported on its 
transition from implementing the outcomes of its compliance review to building a 
program based on detecting non-compliance and using the MDBA’s enforcement 
powers. The MDBA expects two audits to be finalised shortly, relating to the 
enforcement arrangements for the Northern Basin connectivity event and the 
accuracy of water trade price reporting across the Basin.   

Authority members also heard that the MDBA is preparing for legislative 
amendments to the Water Act in response to the Basin Water Compliance Review. 
The Authority members stressed the importance of the MDBA and state 
governments remaining on track to deliver on their compliance responsibilities over 
the long term. 

The Authority was briefed on the operation of Basin water markets, particularly in 
reference to institutional investment and speculative water trading. The MDBA is 
currently focused on mechanisms to improve efficiency of the market and consumer 
confidence, including trade price reporting, trade restrictions, cross-state trading 
and water marketing reporting.  The Authority has requested further information 
and discussion on this area at the next meeting. 

The Authority acknowledged the essential role of the MDBA’s Advisory Committee 
on Social, Economic and Environmental Sciences (ACSEES) in supporting the 
organisation’s scientific and technical work, and supported the initiatives that will 
see ACSEES take a more prominent role in helping to strengthen the MDBA’s 
scientific foundations. Members noted that ACSEES will soon host a workshop to 
discuss the findings of an MDBA commissioned independent review by Melbourne 
University into whether potential changes in return flows were reducing the 
effectiveness of water recovery under the Basin Plan. 

Authority members were given an update on the continuing work to assess the state 
governments’ water resource plans in time for accreditation by mid-2019. They 
noted that the third public quarterly status report will be published on the MDBA’s 
website in August.   

The Authority was briefed on progress in the development of Water Resource Plans 
and welcomed increased efforts being made by all jurisdictions. However, the 
Authority re-iterated it strong concerns regarding risks associated with further 
delays being experienced in the development of Water Resource Plans, particularly 
in NSW where progress is behind schedule.  They requested that Authority staff 
undertake more work with officials to further understand and mitigate the risks 
associated with completion of all Water Resource Plans. 

The next meeting of the Authority is scheduled for 11 September 2018 in Canberra. 


