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Murray−Darling Basin Authority                       11 September 2018 

At the Murray–Darling Basin Authority meeting in Canberra on 11 September 2018, 
the Authority began discussions by acknowledging the difficulties many Basin 
communities were experiencing due to extended drought conditions across 
Queensland and NSW and increasingly in Victoria. There was also recognition of the 
Basin Plan’s critical role during times of stress to ensure irrigator and environmental 
rights to water are protected, along with careful river system management to 
maximise water availability and the prioritisation of water for critical human needs.  

The MDBA River Management Division provided an overview of current water 
resource availability across the Basin, and the MDBA’s operation of the River Murray 
system with careful consideration of continuing dry conditions, including the planned 
delivery of bulk water to Lake Victoria from Hume Dam.  

Authority Chair Mr Neil Andrew welcomed to the meeting the newly appointed 
Northern Basin Commissioner, Mr Mick Keelty. In addressing the Authority, Mr Keelty 
emphasised the importance of meeting commitments to northern basin communities 
by implementing agreed measures to strengthen water compliance and to protect 
water for the environment. He stressed the need to communicate progress to 
improve community confidence. The MDBA will be making every effort to work 
effectively with Mr Keelty in his pivotal and independent role. 

Mr Rory Treweeke, Chair of the Basin Community Committee, reported that the 
newly convened BCC had had a successful meeting in Canberra in late August, at 
which the largely new membership provided valuable initial insights to areas of local 
community interest and were fully briefed on the MDBA’s extensive workplan.  

Mr Garry Smith of the Independent Assurance Committee (IAC) also briefed the 
Authority, focusing on an assessment of the MDBA’s delivery of its compliance 
obligations and progress with the Basin Compliance Compact. In particular, Mr Smith 
provided an overview of measures recommended by the IAC concerning reviewing 
rural metering standards to ensure metering works on the ground and mitigation 
planning underway concerning any delays in the state governments’ delivery of 
quality water resource plans. 

Water resource planning remains a key focus for the MDBA, and the Authority 
expressed concern that development of the plans was slipping and there was a risk, 
particularly in NSW, that deadlines for all plans to be accredited by 30 June 2019 
would not be met. The MDBA confirmed that all efforts were being made to assist 
state governments to complete quality plans thoroughly and efficiently in readiness 
for assessment. Members are looking at progress and exploring possible mitigation 
measures at an Authority workshop on 12 September. 



 

 

The Authority noted significant work to date on the Sustainable Diversion Limit 
compliance and reporting framework, which was an outcome of the Murray–Darling 
Basin Compliance Review. The Authority members stressed the importance of the 
MDBA and Basin governments remaining on track to deliver on their compliance 
responsibilities over the long term. The Authority agreed in principle to an escalation 
pathway for noncompliance with the Sustainable Diversion Limit and look forward to 
considering the framework at its next meeting.  

The Authority discussed the Productivity Commission’s draft report Murray–Darling 
Basin Plan: five-year assessment, the first of its regular independent reviews of the 
Plan required by the Water Act. Members welcomed the Commission’s assessment 
that found significant practical progress has been made in Basin Plan 
implementation, in line with the conclusions of the MDBA 2017 Evaluation and the 
Murray–Darling Basin Water Compliance Review. Recommendations of the report are 
being considered by the MDBA, which will provide a submission in response by 10 
October. 

The Authority welcomed plans for an independent workshop hosted by the 
University of Melbourne to be held on 17 September of eminent hydrology experts to 
investigate whether changes in return flows are reducing the effectiveness of Basin 
Plan water recovery. The workshop outcomes will be published in the coming 
months. 

As requested at the previous Authority meeting, members received a briefing on the 
MDBA’s regulatory responsibilities relating to water trade price reporting and the 
water trading rules of states and irrigation infrastructure operators. The Authority 
also noted that an audit of water trade price reporting is currently being done by the 
MDBA’s Assurance and Investigation team. 

The Authority received a briefing on progress by state governments towards the 2024 
completion of projects to realise the 605GL adjustment of the Basin Plan’s 
Sustainable Diversion Limit.  

The Authority was briefed on the MDBA’s approach to the South Australian Royal 
Commission in light of the Commission’s timeframes, and will look to confirm its 
intention shortly.  

The next meeting of the Authority is scheduled for 23 October 2018 in Canberra. 

 


