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The Basin Community Committee cohort #4 met on 1 and 2 March 2022 for their first meeting, 
which was held virtually. (BCC Meeting 72) 
 
The Committee Chair, Mr Phil Duncan welcomed everyone to the meeting, mentioning that it was 
the first official meeting for 2022. A warm welcome was provided to the 6 new members joining 
the Committee, expanding the Committee’s breadth of views across the Basin. The Committee 
acknowledged the severe flooding occurring across parts of eastern Australia. 
 
The Committee appreciated acting Chief Executive, Mr Andrew Reynolds update on the current 
activities of the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA).  They noted the MDBA’s increased focus 
on community engagement, as it actively manages airspace in Hume Dam. 
 
Members of the Committee shared their insights on the current environmental, social, cultural 
and economic conditions in their regions.  There were many consistent themes from these 
insights across the entire Basin including most areas with good seasonal conditions, high prices for 
nearly all commodities and a challenging labour supply market. 
 
The Committee discussed its key areas of focus for the year, including:  

• river management 
• implementation of the Basin Plan and broader Basin programs 
• looking to the future, including Basin conditions and future trends 
• the interactions between Basin communities and governments, including improving 

information and transparency of decision-making. 
 

Members of the Committee appreciated the opportunity to meet Mr Hilton Taylor, Interim 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, Ms Rachel Connell, Acting Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, Mr Matthew Coulton, Bureau of 
Meteorology and the Hon. Troy Grant, Inspector General of Water Compliance. Members look 
forward to their continued engagement with these and other agencies, and the opportunity to 
share their views and insights on these important areas of work.  Members complimented the 
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agencies on their progress in locating staff in regional areas, providing the opportunity for regular 
and genuine connection with Basin communities. 
 
The Committee was provided an overview of the MDBA’s modelling capabilities, and how 
modelling supports water resources policy and management. They discussed the critical 
importance of community involvement to build understanding and help test the models, and the 
need to improve models with better information as it becomes available.  
 
An overview of the MDBA’s climate adaptation work program, including linkages with the 2025 
Basin Plan evaluation and 2026 Basin Plan review was provided. The Committee encouraged the 
MDBA to continue its collaborative approach to improving and sharing knowledge, in partnership 
with other government agencies, non-government organisations and the community. They look 
forward to future updates as this important work program progresses.  
 
The Committee appreciated a presentation on the Barmah Choke sediments and deliverability 
program, noting the continuing collaboration with all stakeholders, including with First Nations 
communities on this important work.  The presentation reinforced to the Committee the 
connectivity of the Basin, from the mountains to the sea at the Murray mouth. 
 
The Committee stressed the ongoing importance of its focus on communities and were pleased to 
receive an update on the MDBA’s socio-economic work program and work underway to improve 
the information base for future decision-making.  
 
The Committee now looks forward to its next meeting, which will coincide with the MDBA’s River 
Reflections Conference in the Sunraysia Region in June. 
 
Relevant website links: 
Capacity issues: Managing deliverability risks in the River Murray on Vimeo 
 

River reflections conference | Murray-Darling Basin Authority (mdba.gov.au) 
 

Murray–Darling Basin water information: Water Information: Bureau of Meteorology 
(bom.gov.au) 
 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Office  
 
Inspector General of Water Compliance  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/8384581/video/522104736
https://www.mdba.gov.au/news-media-events/river-reflections-conference
https://mdbwip.bom.gov.au/20/#4.6/-31.5/147
https://mdbwip.bom.gov.au/20/#4.6/-31.5/147
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/cewo
https://www.igwc.gov.au/
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Water Resource Modelling and The Murray Darling Basin | Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(mdba.gov.au) 
 

BACKGROUND 

Members of the Committee were appointed by the Authority after an extensive selection process involving 
all Basin governments. They reflect the diverse perspectives of towns and communities across the Basin, as 
well as the diversity of experiences around water reform. 

Contact your local Basin Community Committee member via engagement@mdba.gov.au to share your 
views on how the Basin Plan is being implemented. 

See a full list of members and map of their locations at www.mdba.gov.au/BCC 

https://www.mdba.gov.au/water-management/river-operations/water-resource-modelling
https://www.mdba.gov.au/water-management/river-operations/water-resource-modelling
mailto:engagement@mdba.gov.au
http://www.mdba.gov.au/BCC
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