
 Constraints Management Strategy 

In 2014 we completed pre-feasibility investigations into addressing constraints in key areas of the 

Basin. This fact sheet explains the current status of that work and what will happen in 2015. 

What are we looking at?  

We’re looking at two things in the Constraints 

Management Strategy: 

 physical structures along or near the

river, like bridges and roads, which

stop us getting water to some areas in

the volumes (at times when it is most

needed), and

 river practices that have sprung up

over the past century, mostly to

support navigation and irrigation.

Some practices, or even the absence of 

them, mean we don’t use environmental 

water as well as we could. They can include 

things like river operations practices, and 

carryover and channel policies. 

What's the current status? 

Last year we studied areas in the Basin 

where we want to focus our attention for the 

work on the physical constraints. These key 

areas were chosen because by changing the 

constraints in these areas, we’re likely to get 

the best environmental gains from the use of 

environmental water. 

The work last year involved taking a look at 

where water goes in the landscape at 

different flows and what this could mean for 

people who live along the river. By checking 

our inundation maps with people in these 

areas, we have also been able see whether it 

is possible to overcome any negative effects 

of these overbank flows. 

We reported on our findings in reach reports 

for each of the constraint areas. These 

reports were published on the MDBA website 

in late 2014. 

The reports describe the effect on the 

environment and communities when 

delivering higher flows, and some ways that 

negative effects of flows might be managed. 

Constraints consultation at Wonga Wetlands near 
Albury NSW. Photo by Rachel Clarke 2014
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Low-lying farm crossing in the Edward-Wakool 
system. Photo by Jody Swirepik, MDBA

The MDBA also published the Constraints 

Management Strategy annual progress 

report in December 2014. This report 

summarises how flows in the different key 

constraint areas fit together to achieve 

environmental outcomes at a broader scale. 

It also talks about what is required to 

address river practices that limit our 

effectiveness in delivering environmental 

water. 

In late 2014 Minister's agreed that more 

detailed work is required before any decision 

to progress to implementation can be made. 

Ministers also agreed that state government 

agencies should take the lead in progressing 

the feasibility investigations. 

What happens next? 

This year, state governments and the MDBA 

will be working closely to deliver the second 

phase of investigation—the feasibility 

phase—which involves looking in more detail 

at specific flows in the key areas. 

This will involve refining some of the 

mapping and modelling that we've done so 

far. It will also involve developing more 

detailed costings for mitigation work to 

ensure that any negative effects can be 

addressed. 

Over the coming months, we will continue to 

meet with landholders and other 

stakeholders about the work we need to do 

to determine if the current flow rates are 

feasible. We will also be working with 

communities to develop formal advisory 

groups to provide even stronger 

mechanisms for community representation. 

By June 2016, Basin Ministers will decide 

whether it is practical to make changes to 

allow more frequent overbank flows to occur. 

Basin Governments and the MDBA will liaise 

closely with communities to build 

understanding of the work required and to 

ensure communities are involved throughout 

the process. 

More information 

For more information on Constraints 

Management visit our website: 

www.mdba.gov.au/what-we-do/water-

planning/managing-constraints 
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