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Acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners of the Murray–Darling Basin 
The Murray–Darling Basin Authority acknowledges and pays respect to the Traditional Owners, and their 
Nations, of the Murray–Darling Basin, who have a deep cultural, social, environmental, spiritual and 
economic connection to their lands and waters. The MDBA understands the need for recognition of 
Traditional Owner knowledge and cultural values in natural resource management associated with the 
basin. 

The approach of Traditional Owners to caring for the natural landscape, including water, can be expressed 
in the words of Darren Perry (Chair of the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations) 

the environment that Aboriginal people know as Country has not been allowed to have a 
voice in contemporary Australia. Aboriginal First Nations have been listening to Country for 
many thousands of years and can speak for Country so that others can know what Country 
needs. Through the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations and the Northern Basin 
Aboriginal Nations the voice of Country can be heard by all. 

The use of the terms ‘Aboriginal’ and ‘Indigenous’ reflects usage in different communities within the 
Murray–Darling Basin.
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Overview of the 2016–17 basin annual environmental watering 
priorities 
The Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has basin-wide environmental responsibilities 
including identifying basin annual environmental watering priorities. The responsibilities of the 
basin states include identifying annual priorities at the regional scale. This report has been 
produced principally for holders and managers of environmental water — the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder (CEWH) and basin states — who will be guided by the basin-wide 
priorities outlined in this report when they undertake watering in 2016–17. Chapter 8 of the Basin 
Plan describes their roles and responsibilities in detail.  

What are basin annual environmental watering priorities? 
The basin annual environmental watering priorities guide the annual planning and prioritisation of 
environmental watering across the Murray–Darling Basin. They are central to the Basin Plan’s 
objectives of protecting and restoring the basin’s rivers, wetlands and floodplains. Annual 
prioritisation is undertaken to achieve the most effective use of environmental water, promote 
better basin-scale outcomes, support adaptive management and assist coordination of 
environmental watering between environmental water holders and managers. 

Decisions by environmental water holders on environmental watering in the basin are to be 
undertaken having regard to the priorities. However, the priorities are not an exhaustive list of all 
important environmental assets and functions throughout the basin, and they do not preclude 
other watering priorities identified by environmental water holders and managers at the regional 
level. 

The priorities give effect to the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy (MDBA 2014). The 
environmental watering strategy quantifies the expected environmental outcomes for the basin’s 
water-dependent ecosystems over the long term and proposes water management strategies 
and coordinated actions required to achieve them. The priorities represent annual steps to guide 
environmental watering to meet the long-term outcomes set out in the strategy. For this reason 
the priorities are best read alongside the environmental watering strategy.  

Planning for the priorities 
The priorities are prepared as set out in the Basin Plan and the environmental watering strategy. 
They have regard to the basin states’ annual environmental watering priorities and to the 
outcomes in the strategy. This ensures the priorities take into account both whole-of-basin and 
regional perspectives. 

The priorities have been framed consistent with the statutory Guidelines for the method to 
determine priorities for applying environmental water and forecast seasonal conditions to ensure 
realistic priorities for the coming water year. These are the fourth annual environmental watering 
priorities prepared under the Basin Plan. The focus of the priorities has evolved over time to align 
with the strategy and in response to new knowledge, consistent with adaptive management. 

Further changes in the way we set the priorities are expected as we learn more about how 
species and ecosystems respond to environmental watering in different climatic conditions and 
as more water is recovered for environmental use under the Basin Plan. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016C00574
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016C00574
http://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/basin-wide-environmental-watering-strategy-2014
http://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/policies-guidelines/guidelines-method-determine-priorities-applying-environmental-water
http://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/policies-guidelines/guidelines-method-determine-priorities-applying-environmental-water
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Observations from previous environmental watering 
It will take some time for the full benefits of the environmental watering to be realised, because of 
biological lags and because water recovery and the Basin Plan won’t be fully implemented until 
2019. Therefore, up to 2019 we aim to maintain ecological conditions; after 2019 we expect to 
see improved ecological conditions. These targets are set out in more detail in Schedule 7 of the 
Basin Plan.  

Since the Basin Plan came into effect, in 2012, only small volumes of environmental water have 
been available. Therefore environmental watering undertaken by holders and managers of 
environmental water has been on a relatively small scale. There has not been the series of wet 
years required for whole-of-basin watering nor the opportunity to build allocations to the point 
where the scale and/or duration of larger flow events can be substantially enhanced. This means 
that, while there have been good responses to environmental watering locally, at the basin scale 
we are seeing only small improvements and some ongoing decline. For example waterbird 
abundance continues to be concerning and breeding is insufficient to stop the decline (Figures 6 
and 7).  

More information will be available in an evaluation report to be published in 2017. Some 
examples of the outcomes observed to date are listed below. 

Monitoring has shown that using environmental water wisely on the back of natural events and 
normal river operations in the last few years has helped the recovery from drought in some 
areas. Positive responses were observed between 2013 and 2015 in core wetland vegetation in 
the Gwydir Wetlands, Macquarie Marshes and lower Lachlan, where environmental water had 
been provided. The marsh club-rush sedgeland community in the Gwydir Wetlands has 
recovered from drought and fire in response to environmental water.  

Environmental water has been delivered to wetlands and rivers to benefit waterbirds across the 
basin from 2013 to 2015. Water delivered to the Mallowa Wetlands in northern New South Wales 
in 2014 provided a refuge for waterbirds in the northern basin. There was an increase in bird 
breeding in 2014–15 after environmental water was delivered to Yanga National Park. This 
resulted in eastern great egrets, listed under several international and bilateral treaties, breeding 
in the area for the first time since 2011. Waterbird breeding was also recorded in Barmah Forest 
and in the Gingham and Gwydir wetlands in response to environmental water.  

The Gingham and Gwydir wetlands were inundated as a result of environmental water delivered 
from 2014 to 2016 (MDBA 2014a), bringing benefits for waterbirds and native fish, and promoting 
the growth of low-lying native wetland vegetation species such as water couch. Watering 
increased the number of waterbirds present within the wetlands and allowed some species to 
breed. The extended period of wetland inundation was important for nutrient cycling, metabolic 
processes and stimulating wetland food webs.  

Numbers of Murray hardyhead and other small-bodied native fish species increased in Lake 
Alexandrina in response to environmental water delivered between 2013 and 2015. Increased 
numbers of congolli, lamprey and common galaxids moved through the barrages from the Lower 
Lakes into the Coorong and Southern Ocean. Lamprey were also detected moving through the 
barrages upstream into the River Murray.  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016C00574
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Flows from environmental watering in the Mehi River and Carole Creek from 2014 to 2016 
provided opportunities for native fish, such as spangled perch and bony bream, in the Barwon–
Darling River to disperse during a critical migration period. Flows also allowed the transfer of 
nutrients and organic matter through the system, and improved water quality (MDBA 2015). 
Environmental water contributed to improved flows along channels of the lower Gwydir, and 
contributed to flow regimes that allowed native fish to recruit and survive in the Gwydir system. 

Since 2013, coordinated environmental water delivery in the River Murray has provided system-
wide events to increase flows across floodplains and along river systems. This has supported 
increased barrage flows and salt export.  

Observations from environmental watering offer important opportunities to improve our 
understanding of the ecology and how it responds to watering. Environmental watering over 
successive years, informed by local community involvement and scientific advice provides 
important opportunities to learn and adjust procedures, consistent with the adaptive management 
approach of the Basin Plan.  

For example many lessons were learnt during in the commissioning of works that support 
environmental watering at icon sites and these have led to improved procedures and, in some 
cases, modifications to works. 

The Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder has worked closely with the Victorian 
Environmental Water Holder and local delivery partners to progressively improve environmental 
watering in the Goulburn River. In the first year (2013), environmental watering supported golden 
perch breeding but may have also caused minor impacts to river banks and disrupted local 
fishing events. The 2014 environmental watering was brought forward to October, instead of 
November, and was delivered as a flow pulse with a gradual recession. This maximised 
environmental outcomes while minimising unintended consequences – a good example of how 
experience is leading to better outcomes, through adaptive management. For further information, 
see the CEWH’s report on environmental watering to the MDBA.  

More information on the outcomes from environmental watering is contained in the reports 
published by environmental water managers, see Appendix 1. 

  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/CEWH-Matter-10-Schedule-12-Report-2014-15.pdf
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Climate context for the 2016–17 priorities 
The MDBA is planning in anticipation of dry conditions in 2016–17 but is also prepared for 
moderate conditions should water availability improve. 

In the Basin environmental watering outlook (published on 11 April 2016), the MDBA calculated 
that most of the basin’s catchments could anticipate either a dry or very dry resource availability 
scenario (or below average antecedent conditions in the case of unregulated catchments) 
(Appendix 2). Since then, the outlook for eight catchments has become slightly wetter while five 
have become slightly drier. 

The Bureau of Meteorology reported (on 24 May 2016) that the 2015–16 El Niño has ended, and 
that La Niña is likely to form during winter (June–August). During La Niña, winter–spring rainfall is 
often above average over eastern Australia. 

So while the Murray–Darling Basin is currently experiencing dry conditions, wetter conditions 
may emerge during 2016–17. Conditions are not expected to tend towards very dry. Accordingly, 
priorities have been identified for dry conditions and additional priorities have been prepared 
should conditions become more moderate. 

The MDBA’s assessment of the climate context is based on: 

• analysis of antecedent conditions and surface water availability in Murray–Darling Basin 
catchments 

• the Bureau of Meteorology’s climate outlook and El Niño–southern oscillation (ENSO) 
wrap up 

• consultation with environmental water holders and managers. 

Reasons for choosing these priorities 
The priorities have been prepared following the process set out in the Basin Plan and the Basin-
wide environmental watering strategy. In addition to environmental factors, the MDBA must also 
consider Aboriginal values and uses, and social and economic outcomes. Detail on how the 
MDBA is working with Aboriginal peoples to incorporate Aboriginal values and uses is described 
later in this report. A description of how the specific priorities for 2016–17 align with Aboriginal 
values and uses is included in each of the technical summaries. 

The priorities have been chosen because they: 

• support achievement of an expected environmental outcome(s) under the Basin-wide 
environmental watering strategy 

• give effect to relevant international agreements (e.g. Ramsar Convention) 
• support threatened ecosystems or species listed under national legislation (e.g. 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
• support rare, unique or representative species or habitats at the basin scale (including 

Basin Plan Schedule 7 targets) 
• build on a previous priority to maximise environmental outcomes 
• respond to urgent needs for environmental water 
• provide multiple outcomes 
• complement local or regional priorities. 
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During the prioritisation process social and economic factors are considered, particularly in 
relation to any risks associated with the delivery of a priority and whether the priority is practical 
and feasible. These factors are also considered by water holders when planning implementation. 
A case study on the how environmental watering can help to deliver improved social and 
economic outcomes is included in the ‘learning and continuous improvement’ section. 

The basin states also identify environmental watering priorities for each water resource plan area 
in their state. The MDBA may adopt these priorities, particularly where they have identified 
priority environmental assets and priority ecosystem functions that have basin-scale significance. 
The MDBA determines basin-scale significance by applying the test described in the Basin-wide 
environmental watering strategy. This test involves considering the significance of the 
environmental benefit if the priority is met; the consequences of not listing the priority; the 
likelihood of benefit; and any synergies and multiple outcomes. If the MDBA adopts any priorities 
prepared by the basin states, it will do so by incorporating them into one of the basin priorities (as 
has been done in the past) or by adding the priority as an addendum. 
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Priorities for 2016–17 
Dry conditions are anticipated to continue in 2016-17 and relatively small volumes of 
environmental water will be available. The management outcomes sought from environmental 
watering in dry conditions (Table 4, Appendix 5) are to ensure environmental assets maintain 
their basic functions and resilience by: 

• supporting the survival and viability of threatened species and communities 
• maintaining environmental assets and ecosystem functions, including by allowing drying 

to occur consistent with natural wetting-drying cycles 
• maintaining refuges. 

The priorities for 2016–17 include overarching and specific priorities that support the 
achievement of the expected outcomes set out in Basin-wide environmental watering strategy. 
Each specific priority is addressed in detail in the technical summaries. Implementation of the 
2016–17 priorities will require effective use of all water, including consumptive water on route to 
users. Significant environmental benefits, particularly for native fish, can be achieved more 
efficiently through coordinated water management. The Southern Connected Basin 
Environmental Watering Committee comprises members from all environmental holders in the 
southern basin and has a key role to play in facilitating coordinated environmental watering. 

Additional priorities have been identified for the possibility that more moderate conditions arise. 
These are summarised separately below. 

Native vegetation 
The priority for environmental watering in 2016–17 is to water discrete locations that 

include threatened vegetation or support other threatened species and communities, including 
vegetation that is critical waterbird foraging or breeding habitat. The specific priorities are: 

• Improve the condition of wetland vegetation communities in the mid-Murrumbidgee 
wetlands that provide critical habitat for threatened species and communities. 

• Improve the health and complexity of waterbird rookery habitat in the northern Narran 
Lakes system. 

Flows that water these vegetation communities will also provide outcomes for native fish and 
other biota. 

Waterbirds 
The priority for environmental watering in 2016–17 is to prevent further decline in habitat 

that supports waterbird breeding across the basin and thereby to help stabilise waterbird 
populations, albeit at lower levels than are sought over the long term. Environmental watering 
should be focussed on wetlands that have the greatest potential to support waterbird breeding in 
the near future. 

There are no specific priorities for waterbirds identified for 2016–17 under dry conditions, other 
than supporting the rookery habitat within the Narran Lakes system (listed under native 
vegetation). However, there are some specific priorities for identified waterbirds, should more 
moderate conditions arise. 
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Native fish 
The priority for environmental watering in 2016–17 is to protect drought refuge habitats, to 

maintain in-stream habitats, and to ensure existing populations of threatened species remain 
viable. The specific priorities are: 

• Contribute to the long-term recovery of silver perch by improving existing populations and 
enhancing conditions for recruitment and dispersal to and from suitable habitat. 

• Support viable populations of threatened native fish by protecting drought refuges and 
maintaining in-stream habitats and essential functions. 

• Maximise opportunities for range expansion and the establishment of new populations of 
silver perch and other threatened fish, as conditions allow. 

Flows and connectivity 
The priority for environmental watering in 2016–17 is to provide longitudinal connectivity 

and variable flow patterns for water quality and ecological benefit — particularly for native fish. 
The specific priorities are: 

• Maintain waterholes in the Lower Balonne Floodplain to provide critical refuge for water-
dependent species. 

• Protect aquatic habitat conditions in the Coorong and support native fish movement by 
optimising flows into the Coorong and through the Murray Mouth. 

In dry conditions, supporting longitudinal connectivity will be the best outcome that is possible. 
Although providing lateral connectivity to refuge areas and other priority sites is also important, 
conditions are unlikely to facilitate widespread lateral connectivity unless structures such as weirs 
and regulators are used. 

Additional priorities for moderate conditions 
The forecast for 2016–17 indicates that moderate conditions may arise later in the year. While 
not certain, if moderate conditions do occur in parts of the basin the management outcomes 
sought from environmental watering are to maintain ecological health and resilience by: 

• enabling growth, reproduction and small-scale recruitment for a diverse range of plants 
and animals 

• promoting low-lying floodplain-river connectivity 
• supporting medium-flow river and floodplain functions. 

Moderate conditions may provide for small-scale recovery and thereby contribute to meeting the 
long-term expected outcomes set out in the environmental watering strategy for native 
vegetation, waterbirds and native fish. Given the condition of the basin’s ecology, priorities 
identified for moderate conditions are additional rather than alternatives to those identified for dry 
conditions. 

In the event moderate conditions arise, the most pressing priorities for the use of environmental 
water will be to: 

• prevent further critical deterioration of Moira grass in Barmah–Millewa Forest, subject to 
resolving natural resource management issues 
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• support waterbird populations by watering critical breeding and feeding habitats at the 
important basin environmental assets for waterbirds, and coordinate watering at 
ecologically-linked systems, particularly at the Macquarie Marshes and Narran Lakes 

• capitalise on opportunities to support waterbird breeding 
• contribute to the long-term recovery of threatened species, including silver perch, through 

range expansion and the establishment of new populations.  

Figure 1 shows the locations of the basin-wide priorities.  

 

Figure 1: Geographic representation of the 2016–17 priorities in the Murray–Darling Basin 
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State priorities 
The basin states are required to provide the MDBA with annual environmental watering priorities 
in each water resource plan area by 31 May each year. The MDBA has received annual priorities 
from Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. These are regional/local 
priorities. The MDBA had regard for these regional priorities as it finalised the basin-wide 
priorities. 

The MDBA and basin states have different but complementary roles in planning environmental 
watering. This means that the basin-wide priorities are not an exclusive list — state priorities may 
be more detailed, at the regional scale. 

The 2016–17 annual priorities provided by the basin states generally complement the basin-scale 
priorities outlined here. This is the result of consultation on the needs and opportunities for 
environmental watering within the framework provided by the Basin Plan and the Basin-wide 
environmental watering strategy. 

For the coming year there are no state priorities which have been added to the basin-wide 
priorities. Many regional priorities will support and contribute to the expected outcomes outlined 
in the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy and the overarching priorities, particularly 
priorities that support threatened species in dry conditions. 

The basin states generally publish their annual priorities on their websites, although some may 
not be published immediately, see New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and South Australia. 

  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/water-for-the-environment
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-planning/qmdb/managing-environmental-water
http://www.vewh.vic.gov.au/
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/river-restoration-and-environmental-water
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Learning and continuous improvement 

Incorporating Aboriginal values and uses 
Independent, culturally authoritative and strategic input from Aboriginal people can enhance the 
outcomes from environmental watering decisions. Aboriginal environmental outcomes are where 
ecological benefits from environmental watering also support Aboriginal objectives, values and 
uses. Management of environmental water that encompasses Aboriginal values and uses will 
enhance wellbeing and cultural resilience. This approach also recognises that Aboriginal peoples’ 
knowledge of Country can inform better water management. 

The Basin Plan identifies the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations and the Northern 
Basin Aboriginal Nations as key engagement partners in water resource planning. In 
collaboration with the MDBA, they are developing approaches to integrate Aboriginal values and 
uses into environmental water planning. Talks have begun on how to integrate this input into the 
annual environmental watering priorities process to strengthen and improve it over time. This will 
continue to occur with input into the priorities each year building on the progress already made. 

Southern basin — Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN) 
Over the last year, MLDRIN has been working with state governments and the Australian 
Government to ensure that basin environmental water management is responsive to Traditional 
Owners’ rights and interests. This work includes: 

• providing regular advice and undertaking engagement with state governments on the 
development of water resource plans 

• advising and engaging with states on the inclusion of Aboriginal objectives in long-term 
watering plans 

• contributing to decision making about environmental watering through participation in 
local forums and advisory bodies 

• supporting the application of the Aboriginal Waterways Assessment tool as an approach 
to help Traditional Owners identify watering priorities. 

The Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations supports its member Nations to articulate 
their watering objectives and to have them included in water planning processes. As a first step 
in the process to integrate Traditional Owners’ input into planning for the basin annual 
environmental watering priorities, MLDRIN members gave feedback on places, species and 
ecological functions that are in need of watering in the southern-connected system in order to 
deliver Aboriginal environmental outcomes. Out of this feedback common themes emerged, 
including the importance of: 

• improving habitat and breeding areas for water-dependent species like waterbirds, fish, 
frogs, turtles and yabbies 

• removing barriers to native fish movement to enable breeding and movement throughout 
the system 

• providing drought refuge for water-dependent species during times of low flows 
• maintaining connectivity for billabongs, creeks and anabranches that have altered flow 

regimes due to water resource development 
• maintaining the condition of floodplain vegetation. 
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The key message that underpins these themes is the importance of the environmental health of 
all native species to Traditional Owners. It is important to remember that, for many Aboriginal 
people, Country is understood as an interconnected whole. Prioritising particular places or 
species may not always be compatible with this holistic perspective. This was reflected in 
feedback that complementary natural resource management measures, like preventing bank 
slumping, removing and controlling pest species, and revegetation were also of importance to 
maintain and improve the condition of rivers and floodplains. 

Northern basin — Northern Basin Aboriginal Nations (NBAN) 
Over the last year NBAN delegates have been working on several large bodies of work in 
partnership with state governments and the Australian Government that ensure that Traditional 
Owners’ input contributes to northern basin environmental water management. This work 
includes: 

• participating in meetings for the Northern Basin Review, National Cultural Flows Research 
Committee, Queensland Aboriginal Consultation Working Group and New South Wales 
Aboriginal Water Initiative workshops 

• facilitation of the northern basin Use and Occupancy Mapping, including employing 
community members as town organisers 

• participation in the MDBA’s socio-economic surveys conducted in Brewarrina, St George 
and Dirranbandi (as part of the Northern Basin Review) 

• providing advice and undertaking engagement with the Queensland Government on the 
Queensland Water Resource (Warrego, Paroo, Bulloo and Nebine) Plan 2016 and the 
Basin Plan’s draft Warrego–Paroo–Nebine water resource plan 

• reviewing the proposed Warrego–Paroo–Nebine water resource plan put forward for 
accreditation under the Basin Plan 

• endorsement of the pilot Aboriginal Waterways Assessment at Walgett, including input 
into the publication of the Aboriginal Waterways Assessment program booklet 

• ongoing liaison with the National Cultural Flows Research Project on the Gooraman 
Swamp case study site in New South Wales. 

During the 2015–16 water year the MDBA attended a Northern Basin Aboriginal Nations full 
gathering to start talks on integrating Traditional Owners’ input into the priorities process. Talks 
are continuing on how NBAN can provide input into the 2017–18 priorities, and how the MDBA 
can identify where environmental watering has provided Aboriginal environmental outcomes. 
There may be opportunities to use the findings of the work being done through the Aboriginal 
Waterways Assessment and the Use and Occupancy Mapping in the northern basin for the 
priorities process. 

The MDBA will continue work with NBAN and MLDRIN early in the 2016–17 water year at the 
joint gathering scheduled to be held in Canberra. 
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Future improvements 
Each year the MDBA improves how the priorities are prepared. This year we have improved how 
we determine the resource availability scenario (MDBA 2016) and our engagement with 
Aboriginal people. We have included a case study on the social and economic benefits of 
environmental watering and increased community participation using an online survey that 
accompanied the outlook. 

We are progressively increasing the objectivity of the process for setting the priorities. This 
involves developing prioritisation methods that transparently account for ecological condition, 
biophysical type, relative importance of biodiversity and functional values, and the need for 
environmental watering. 

Environmental water prioritisation has tended to focus at the annual site-based scale. But many 
population processes operate over longer-term cycles and different locations. Achieving 
ecological outcomes often relies on cumulative changes over multiple years. The MDBA is 
examining how to strengthen the contribution that the priorities make to achieving basin 
outcomes, including whether rolling multi-year priorities can assist. 

The MDBA is also working to identify where environmental outcomes may result in 
complementary social and economic outcomes. 
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Case study: the mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands 

The intent of the 2016–17 mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands  
priority is to highlight the importance of improving the  
condition of wetland vegetation communities that provide  
critical habitat for threatened species and communities.  
Improved vegetation condition is expected to increase  
suitable habitat for fish, frogs, birds, turtles and other  
native animals, as well as providing breeding  
opportunities for native fish and other aquatic species.  
It will deliver Aboriginal environmental outcomes in line  
with the themes identified by members of the Murray  
Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations. The  
mid-Murrumbidgee priority also supports the other  
2016–17 priority related to silver perch. 

The University of Canberra’s Regional wellbeing survey has asked questions on the views, 
values and experiences of environmental watering in the basin. In relation to importance and 
values of environmental watering for native fish, the responses included: 

• 74% of all survey respondents and 67% of New South Wales respondents supported  
  environmental watering to support native fish populations 

• 68% of respondents agreed that environmental watering improved fishing conditions,  
  while 64% agreed that environmental watering increased native fish populations, although  
 54% also agreed that environmental watering increased the spread of pest fish species.                                            

The mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands are an important tourism and recreation destination for Riverina 
residents and other visitors. The area includes the Murrumbidgee Valley National Park, state 
forest and private land, with the Gogeldrie Weir and other sites along the Murrumbidgee used for 
fishing, boating, camping and waterskiing. 

The Leeton Bidgee Classic Fishing Competition has been held for the past eight years along a 
stretch of the Murrumbidgee River that incorporates part of the mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands. The 
catch and release competition attracts hundreds of anglers and encourages the catch and release 
of native species such as Murray cod and golden perch and the capture of carp. Proceeds from the 
event are used to restock the Murrumbidgee River system with native fingerlings. 

In March 2016, 22,000 golden perch fingerlings were released into the Murrumbidgee River by 
the Leeton Angler’s Club, while over the past decade 120,000 Murray cod and 98,000 golden 
perch have been released. Leeton Shire Council regards this as one of their most important 
tourism events in terms of flow-on benefits for the local economy. 

While fishing isn’t the main purpose of prioritising environmental watering in the mid-
Murrumbidgee, successful implementation of this priority will support the continuing success of 
the Leeton Bidgee Classic Fishing Competition by providing flows that deliver increased 
opportunities for native fish to complete critical stages in their life cycles. Environmental water will 
also provide increased opportunities for people interested in other recreational and tourism 
activities in the mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands, such as swimming and boating. 
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