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Menindee Lakes

Menindee Lakes is a chain of seven natural shallow lakes (four of them large) connected to the 

Darling River. They are near the town of Menindee and 110 km south-east of Broken Hill. Due to 

the flat terrain and hot, dry climate the lakes would often naturally dry up. The NSW Government 

modified the lakes (completed 1968) to improve their storage capacity for farming, recreation, 

mining and urban water supply and to manage floods in the Darling River.

Who operates the Menindee Lakes?

The lakes are owned by the NSW Government and 

operated by Water NSW.

When can the MDBA access water from 
Menindee Lakes?

Operation of the lakes is subject to the longstanding 

Murray-Darling Basin Agreement between NSW, 

Victoria, South Australia and the Australian 

Government. The agreement allows the MDBA to use 

the lakes to meet downstream demand in the River 

Murray when the lakes’ volume rises above 640 

gigalitres (GL) and until it drops below 480 GL.

Under the agreement, Menindee Lakes continues to be 

available to supply water to people in Broken Hill and on 

the Lower Darling, including the Great Darling Anabranch.

The MDBA has to manage the water for the River 

Murray System as efficiently as possible. Because 

evaporation at Menindee is so much higher than at 

the Hume and Dartmouth storages, water for the River 

Murray system is released from Menindee Lakes first 

(when the lakes’ volume is high enough), under the ‘use 

it or lose it’ principle. 

Can changes be made to how the lakes are 
operated?

The NSW Government can change the way Menindee 

Lakes are used to meet Broken Hill and Lower Darling 

water needs.  However, any changes to the 640/480 GL 

triggers would need to be agreed between NSW and the 

other three governments.

Why are levels in the lakes so low at the 
moment?

The drought in the northern basin means that flows 

into the lakes since the 480 GL trigger was reached in 

February 2014 have been very low. They haven’t been 

enough to balance the evaporation, NSW releases to the 

Great Darling Anabranch and local water use.  

Where did the water go in 2013–14?

Water left the lakes between 1 October 2013 and 18 

February 2014 in the following ways:

•  NSW released 135 GL for local irrigation use and 

flow into the Great Darling Anabranch 

•  about 405 GL evaporated

•  NSW released 180 GL for the MDBA to release 

into the Lower Darling to meet minimum flow 

requirements and deliver an order of 144 GL to meet 

downstream demand in the Murray.
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The combined use of water in this period meant that 

on 18 February the 480 GL trigger was reached and 

Menindee Lakes was no longer available as a source of 

flows to the Murray. 

What is the water released by the MDBA 
used for? 

The MDBA’s job is to supply water in the River Murray 

System to people who own entitlements or have 

bought temporary water allocations. That includes 

state governments, irrigators and environmental water 

holders. Downstream of Menindee Lakes, most of the 

regulated flows are passed to South Australia.

More information

For more information on Menindee Lakes, or other 

Murray–Darling Basin topics, visit our website:  
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