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Key facts
The health of the northern Basin is 
important for cultural and community 
wellbeing, as well as for agricultural 
production and the sustainability of the 
river system.

  Initiatives are underway to 
more effectively and 
efficiently move water 
through the river system, 
including reaching important 
environmental sites in the 
northern Basin.

  Basin governments are 
committed to consistent and 
transparent compliance and 
enforcement of water use.

  A Northern Basin 
Environmental Watering 
Group including all relevant 
environmental water holders 
has been established as a 
forum to coordinate planning 
and delivery of water for the 
environment across the 
northern Basin.

  First Nations will be 
supported to plan and 
implement cultural water 
entitlements and flows.

  The MDBA provides regular 
updates on its website on the 
progress of the northern 
Basin initiatives.

Northern Basin 
projects
The northern Murray—Darling Basin includes 
northern New South Wales and southern 
Queensland in a complex network of people 
and places, industries and organisations with 
many and varied needs.

A major review of water management in the northern 
Basin over 4 years recommended a ‘toolkit of measures’ to 
improve the way the rivers are run. These initiatives, along 
with other activities in the northern Basin, will protect 
water for the environment, improve compliance with 
water laws, and create opportunities for local communities, 
including First Nations.

The initiatives complement and support the 
implementation of the Basin Plan. The Basin Plan guides 
how water is managed and used sustainably in the Basin.

Over the coming years, Basin governments will work with 
local communities to ensure local knowledge and needs are 
considered in project design and delivery. Some initiatives 
have already begun, while others may take many years to 
complete. 
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Environmental projects
Initiatives are underway to improve water delivery and 
water management including moving water through the 
river system more efficiently to where it needs to be, 
when it needs to be there.

These projects will include:

• improved real-time management of environmental 
water flows (also called active management)

• coordination and delivery of water for the 
environment

• protecting habitats and promoting fish movement 
(such as fishways)

• improved mechanisms around storing and releasing 
water.

These improvements will benefit the northern Basin 
river system, improve the habitat for animals during dry 
times, and improve the health of rivers downstream.

Northern Basin Toolkit projects

Ten toolkit environmental works projects have been 
approved by the Australian Government, either for 
immediate implementation or progression to the 
business case development phase. These projects will 
include installation of fishways to facilitate native fish 
movement, installation of screens on water extraction 
pumps to reduce fish being sucked into pumps and 
diverted into channels and removal of constraints in 
the Gwydir River to improve delivery of water for the 
environment:

1.  New South Wales fish for the future: Reconnecting 
the northern Basin project

2.  New South Wales scoping initiative: Macquarie 
Marshes enhanced watering project

3.  New South Wales fish for the future: fish-friendly 
water extraction project

4.  Queensland fish-friendly water extraction: 
Condamine-Balonne and Border Rivers project

5.  Gwydir – Gingham Watercourse project

6.  Gwydir – Lower Gwydir Watercourse project

7.  Gwydir – Lower Mehi River project

8.  Enhance the flexibility and capability for distributing 
and managing low flows through the Lower Balonne 
River system bifurcation weirs project

9.  Queensland reconnecting catchments: Condamine–
Balonne project (Jack Taylor and Beardmore dams)

10.  Queensland improving within-catchment fish 
resilience – Lower Balonne project (Culgoa)

Protecting water for  
the environment
A range of initiatives are being implemented to 
strengthen compliance with water laws and increase 
the protection of water for the environment.

It is important that water for the environment 
is protected, so it can be used to support special 
environmental sites in the northern Basin including 
the Narran Lakes, Macquarie Marshes and Gwydir 
Wetlands. This water also benefits fish, animals and 
plants that depend on healthy rivers to feed, nest 
and grow. The health of the system also underpins 
production, eco-tourism and community wellbeing.

Cultural water 
Water is vital to First Nations’ culture, spirituality, 
identity and wellbeing.

Initiatives are underway to support cultural gatherings 
and the recreational use of rivers, including the New 
South Wales and Australian Governments committing to 
jointly fund a new weir at Wilcannia.

Cultural flows in the northern Basin are water 
entitlements owned and managed by the First Nations 
of the northern Basin.

Social and economic 
initiatives
Initiatives are being developed to assist northern 
Basin communities who have experienced change as a 
result of the Basin Plan. Local engagement facilitators 
will work closely with the Collarenebri, Dirranbandi, 
St George and Warren communities to identify 
opportunities to support them during this change.
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The Murray–Darling Basin

Connect with us

Office locations – First Nations Country

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country   
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country   
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country   
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country   
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country

1800 230 067 engagement@mdba.gov.au mdba.gov.au

tel:1800230067
http://www.mdba.gov.au

