
Schematic Representation of the Proposed Koondrook-Perricoota Flood Enhancement Works
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The Living Murray

Projects are currently underway to improve the targeted delivery 
of environmental water in this threatened wetland forest.

Planned works in the 
Koondrook-Perricoota Forest



the KoondrooK–perricoota 
forest

The Koondrook–Perricoota Forest 
covers approximately 32,000 ha and 
is part of the second largest red 
gum forest in Australia. Changed 
flow regimes due to river regulation 
and a drier climate have impacted 
on forest health leaving up to 70% 
of trees severely stressed or dead. 
Works planned within the forest aim 
to improve the management and 
timing of floodwaters which is vital 
for colonial waterbird and native fish 
breeding as well as the health of the 
iconic red gum.

A ’natural’ forest flood occurs when 
flows at Torrumbarry Weir exceed 
approximately 30,000 ML/day. The 
length and frequency of floods of this 
magnitude has reduced since the 
regulation of the river. Predictions 
indicate that within 50 years, floods 
of this size might only occur as 
infrequently as once every 25 years. 
This would have a devastating effect 
on the health of our forest.

The Living Murray proposal for the 
Koondrook–Perricoota Forest will 
achieve significant inundation of the 
forest with flows of only 3,500-6,000 
ML/day over normal requirements 
and is planned to occur every 3 to 4 
years if required (when water becomes 
available).

pLanned WorKs

The Torrumbarry Weir provides an 
opportunity for water to be diverted 
into the upstream end of Koondrook 
and Perricoota Forests from where it 
can take a similar course to natural 
floodwaters through the forest. A 3.8 
km channel (‘Torrumbarry cutting’) 
and a regulator are proposed to divert 
water into the forest from above 
Torrumbarry Weir. Escape regulators 
at Swan Lagoon (Toorangabby) will be 
needed to stop water short-circuiting 
back to the Murray River. These works 
will direct the water so it can flow into 
parts of the forests and wetlands in 
the most critical condition.

A levee around the downstream 
perimeter of the forest closer to 
Barham will protect adjoining 
properties from flooding. Regulators 
on the outflow points will enable 
control of flows leaving the forest 
so that downstream properties are 
protected from high flows. Structures 
within the forest will also allow 
water to be returned directly to the 
Murray River, delivering better water 
efficiency and flexibility.

The scheme will be operated to mimic 
a natural flood event which might have 
seen flooding of the forest occurring 
every three to four years for around 
100 days at a time. In the case of a 
natural flood event, the scheme will 
be managed for minimal impact on 
natural flows. 

proGress to date

Forests NSW and the NSW 
Department of Water and Energy have 
completed preliminary designs and 
have been given approval to prepare 
detailed designs and to commence 
the rigorous Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process that is applied 
to all major construction activities 
in the state. The process includes 
consultation with the community, 
Indigenous stakeholders and other 
interested parties as well as detailed 
study of possible environmental 
impacts and how they might be 
reduced or avoided. Subject to 
meeting all agency requirements, 
environmental approval for this 
project is expected to be achieved by 
December 2009.

This project, when completed, will 
ensure the future health of the 
Koondrook–Perricoota Forest for 
generations to come. Community 
support for this major undertaking 
is essential. Through the provision of 
up to date information and a direct 
avenue for feedback, the partners in 
this project aim to fully involve local 
communities in the development and 
construction processes.

aBoUt the LivinG MUrray

The Living Murray is Australia’s 
largest river restoration program, a 
major step towards ensuring that the 
Murray is a healthy working river into 
the future.

Six sites along the Murray River 
have been identified as priority 
‘icon sites’ and The Gunbower–
Koondrook–Perricoota Forest is 
one of these sites. A program of 
works is being developed at each 
of the icon sites to make sure that 
available environmental water is used 
efficiently and ecological benefits are 
maximised.

fUrther inforMation

For more information on planned 
works in the Koondrook-Perricoota 
forest, contact:

Jamie Hearn 
The Living Murray state 
communications coordinator (NSW) 
Murray Catchment Management 
Authority 
315 Victoria St Deniliquin NSW 2710

phone: 03 5880 1416 
Mobile: 0447 420789 
email: Jamie.Hearn@cma.nsw.gov.au

For more information on The Living 
Murray, visit the Murray–Darling 
Basin Authority website: 
www.mdba.gov.au


