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About this guide 
This guide provides a plain language explanation of how Chapter 8: ‘Environmental watering plan' of 
the Basin Plan 2012 (Basin Plan) guides the planning and use of water for the environment across the 
Murray–Darling Basin (the Basin). Water for the environment (referred to as ‘environmental water’ 
in the Basin Plan) aims to recreate parts of the natural pattern of flows that have been lost because 
of regulating rivers for towns, farming and other economic activities. Natural flow patterns include 
seasonal spring freshes that ecosystems depend on to stay healthy and to trigger water dependent 
species to breed, grow and move. Other flow patterns include base flows, bankfull flows and 
overbank flows (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1 A cross-section of a river channel showing the various flow levels that are important to maintain the health of the 
river channel and its banks and floodplains 

The Basin Plan 
The Basin Plan was developed by the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) in 2012 after 
widespread agreement among governments that a plan was needed to manage our water carefully 
and protect the Basin for future generations. It helps manage the Basin as one connected system. 
The Basin Plan was developed in consultation with Basin governments (the Australian Government, 
and the New South Wales, Victorian, Queensland, South Australian and the Australian Capital 
Territory governments), communities, key stakeholder groups and scientists. 

The Basin Plan aims to manage water sustainably to protect water dependent ecosystems and 
support farming and other industries for the benefit of the Australian community. In short, the Basin 
Plan sets the average amount of water that can be taken from the Basin each year, while leaving 
enough for water dependent ecosystems – our rivers, lakes and wetlands, and the plants and animals 
that depend on them. These amounts are called sustainable diversion limits and are set for each of 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056718
https://www.mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/Sustainable%20diversion%20limit%20fact%20sheet.pdf
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the Basin’s water resource plan areas (the geographical areas that Basin state governments use to 
manage water resources). 

The Basin Plan is designed to adapt in response to current climatic conditions, new information and 
local knowledge. Governments and communities can adjust their approach to managing water in the 
Basin as sustainably and effectively as possible. 

Water use in the Murray–Darling Basin 
Each Basin state government manages water for the environment in different ways because of 
available infrastructure, river operating rules, and differences such as climate and the natural pattern 
of flow in rivers. 

In the southern Basin, rivers are highly regulated. The MDBA shares the water of the River Murray 
system between the Victorian, New South Wales and South Australian governments. Before water is 
made available for these Basin state governments, the MDBA sets aside water to meet the demands 
of the river system. This includes reserve water in dams, and the water needed to keep the system 
running, including replacing water lost to evaporation and seepage (known as conveyance water).  

In the northern Basin, only a few rivers are regulated. This means flow is highly variable compared to 
the southern Basin, and flow in the northern Basin is mainly managed based on rules rather than 
releases from dams. 

Basin state governments are responsible for issuing water entitlements and determining water 
allocations. A water entitlement is the ongoing right to a share of available water in the river system 
to a maximum amount. A water allocation is the proportion of water entitlement that can be made 
available each water year, and it is tradeable (temporarily or permanently). Allocations are based on 
the water available in each catchment. As a result, they can change throughout the year. Water 
entitlements and allocations may be used to support people, industries and the environment. 

Those who use water for the environment (known as environmental water holders) are subject to 
the same rules as other water entitlement users. Environmental water holders can decide to carry 
over their water for use in the next water year. 

Water for the environment 
Water for the environment is used to improve the health of rivers, wetlands and floodplains. The 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder and state environmental water holders in the Basin 
make decisions about when and where to use their allocated water to achieve specific and 
measurable environmental outcomes. 

Water holders consider the needs of ecosystems and how much water is forecast to be available to 
the river (known as forecast water availability scenario). The forecast water availability scenario is 
based on climate conditions over the past year (including rainfall, runoff and soil moisture), water 
available in public dams, and the Bureau of Meteorology’s seasonal and longer-term forecasts. The 
scenarios help water holders decide what kind of watering activities will best support the health and 

https://www.mdba.gov.au/water-management/allocations-states-mdba/guide-allocations
https://www.mdba.gov.au/water-management/allocations-states-mdba/guide-allocations
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condition of water dependent ecosystems across the Basin. Different outcomes will be sought 
depending on the scenario. For example: 

• in a dry scenario, water holders will focus on supporting drought refuges for critical parts of 
the ecosystem 

• in a wet scenario, the priority will instead be large scale waterbird breeding or fish spawning. 

There are different ways that water for the environment is provided in the Basin. 

Planned environmental water 
One type of water for the environment is water purposely left in stream. Pumping out water for 
other uses is only allowed during specific flow conditions, such as when the river flow is above a 
certain level. Water under that level stays in the river to provide environmental benefits. 

Held environmental water 
Another type of water for the environment is water held in entitlements. In the southern Basin, this 
is often held in storage, such as in dams. This water is available to be released downstream to 
provide environmental benefits. In the northern Basin, held environmental water is often purposely 
left in stream by using entitlements. 

Other water entitlements and allocations 
Water for the environment can also be provided through the purchase of a temporary water 
allocation, which allows in stream benefits. Environmental water holders can also choose to save all 
or part of their allocation for use in the next water year to maximise the benefit to the environment. 
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Roles 
A range of organisations, community groups and experts work together to plan and provide water for 
the environment in line with the requirements of Chapter 8.  

Australian Government 
Two main Australian Government organisations provide water for the environment in the Basin. 

Murray−Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
The MDBA has many roles, including operating the river infrastructure (dams, locks and weirs) along 
the River Murray, coordinating The Living Murray program, and assessing water resource plans. 
Another role of the MDBA is to oversee and evaluate implementation of the Basin Plan, including 
Chapter 8. To achieve the objectives of Chapter 8, the MDBA develops the Basin-wide environmental 
watering strategy and annual priorities for water for the environment (known as annual 
environmental watering priorities). The MDBA works with Basin governments and communities to 
coordinate the planning, prioritisation and use of water for the environment. The MDBA also 
manages held environmental water through The Living Murray program. 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (CEWH) 
The CEWH is an independent statutory position that owns and manages most entitlements to water 
for the environment in the Basin. The CEWH is one of many water holders in the Basin and is 
supported by the Commonwealth Environmental Water Office (CEWO). The CEWH provides water for 
the environment consistent with the requirements of the Basin-wide environmental watering 
strategy and Chapter 8, and considers the annual priorities developed by the MDBA (Basin-wide) and 
Basin state governments (regional or catchment scale). 

Basin state governments 
All Basin state governments (New South Wales, Victorian, Queensland, South Australian and the 
Australian Capital Territory governments) plan and provide water for the environment to help 
achieve the objectives of Chapter 8. Basin state governments develop long-term environmental 
watering plans and annual priorities for catchments that consider the Basin-wide environmental 
watering strategy and relevant international agreements (such as the Ramsar Convention). Some 
Basin state governments (New South Wales, Victorian and South Australian governments) also own 
entitlements to water for the environment. They manage state river systems and water for the 
environment, provide local knowledge, monitor waterway health and conditions, and coordinate the 
delivery of water for the environment. 

Community, coordination forums and expert groups 
Members of Basin communities (such as landowners and First Nations) and experts are involved in 
decisions about providing water for the environment across the Basin. 

https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/basin-wide-environmental-watering-strategy
https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/basin-wide-environmental-watering-strategy
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Northern Basin Environmental Watering Group 
The Northern Basin Environmental Watering Group provides formal advice and guidance, and solves 
problems relating to planning and providing water for the environment between valleys and across 
borders in the northern Basin. It provides a forum to discuss opportunities to improve the 
connectivity of rivers and water dependent ecosystems by coordinating the use of water for the 
environment across borders and between catchments. The group includes representatives from the 
New South Wales and Queensland governments, and the Australian Government (including the 
MDBA and the CEWH). Representatives from the South Australian and Victorian governments attend 
the group’s meetings as observers. 

Southern Connected Basin Environmental Watering Committee 
The Southern Connected Basin Environmental Watering Committee is the coordination forum that 
supports the delivery of water for the environment in the River Murray system and connected 
tributaries between multiple environmental water holders, managers, and jurisdictions. It includes 
representatives from the New South Wales, Victorian and South Australian governments, the 
Australian Government (including the MDBA and the CEWH), the Murray Lower Darling Rivers 
Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN) and other First Nations in the southern connected Basin. 

First Nations 
First Nations are taking an increasingly prominent role in the planning, delivery, and monitoring of 
water for the environment. This includes planning at local (or site) and catchment scale to develop 
proposals for using water for the environment. First Nations people also contribute to the planning 
and management of the 6 icon sites in the Basin. The icon sites are Barmah−Millewa Forest; Hattah 
Lakes; Chowilla Floodplain and Lindsay–Wallpolla Islands; Gunbower–Koondrook–Perricoota Forest; 
River Murray Channel; and the Lower Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth. Work is underway to 
include First Nations’ objectives into planning and prioritising water for the environment at the Basin 
scale. 

Local communities 
Communities across the Basin help identify important environmental, social and cultural values that 
may need water for the environment. The MDBA and Basin governments consult with communities 
when developing long-term plans and annual priorities for water for the environment. 

Scientists and environmental experts 
Scientists and environmental experts help determine what the environment needs. They also inform 
how held environmental water is managed to protect and restore the environment, and they assess 
the benefits and lessons learned to improve the management of water for the environment. 
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Chapter 8 of the Basin Plan: 
Environmental watering plan 
Chapter 8 of the Basin Plan provides guidance on the planning and use of water for the environment. 
This guidance is given in the form of: 

• objectives that define what the Basin Plan expects water for the environment to achieve in 
the long term – these are set at Basin-wide and regional scales 

• targets to measure progress against these objectives 
• annual and 5-year planning activities for the MDBA and Basin governments, including 

requirements for coordination and prioritisation of the use of water for the environment to 
help achieve the objectives. 

Objectives and targets 
High-level objectives and targets are defined in Chapter 8, to guide the use of water for the 
environment. 

Objectives 
Three overall objectives set the context for water for the environment across the Basin. As outlined 
in Chapter 8, under Part 2: ‘Overall environmental objectives for water dependent ecosystems’, 
these are:  

• to protect and restore water dependent ecosystems of the Basin 
• to protect and restore the ecosystem functions of water dependent ecosystems 
• to ensure that water dependent ecosystems are resilient to climate change and other risks 

and threats. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056723
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The MDBA and Basin state governments build on these overall objectives to develop more detailed 
objectives and expected outcomes for water for the environment (Figure 2). 

 

BWS = Basin-wide environmental watering strategy 

Figure 2 Targets are used to measure progress towards meeting objectives. The high level objectives and targets set out in 
Chapter 8 are refined in the Basin wide environmental watering strategy and by Basin governments, to meet the needs of 
each catchment under current conditions 

Targets 
Targets are used to measure progress towards achieving the objectives. There are 7 long-term 
targets in the Basin Plan, outlined in Schedule 7: ‘Targets to measure progress towards objectives’. 
These targets are defined as showing improvements in:  

• flow regimes, which include relevant flow components – for example high flows and base 
flows (Figure 1) 

• hydrologic connectivity between the river and floodplain, and between hydrologically 
connected valleys 

• river, floodplain and wetland types, including the condition of priority environmental assets 
and priority ecosystem functions 

• condition of the Coorong and Lower Lakes ecosystems and Murray Mouth opening regime 
• condition, diversity, extent and contiguousness of native water dependent vegetation 
• recruitment and populations of native water dependent species, including vegetation, birds, 

fish and macroinvertebrates (which include small aquatic animals and insects) 
• the community structure of water dependent ecosystems. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057065
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The MDBA uses these targets to measure progress towards achieving the overall environmental 
objectives in the Basin Plan. In measuring progress towards these targets, the MDBA considers 
climatic condition, information in Basin governments’ planning documents, and information 
collected through monitoring and evaluation. 

The MDBA builds on these 7 high-level targets to identify specific outcomes for each of the following 
themes: 

 
River flows and connectivity

 

 
Native vegetation

 

 
Waterbirds

 

 
Native fish

 

These specific outcomes are provided in the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy and give 
more detail on species, distribution and locations for each theme. This allows for targeted monitoring 
and evaluation of MDBA’s progress towards the 7 high-level targets. 

These 4 themes are important parts of the Basin ecosystem and are highly valued by people across 
the Basin. But they are not comprehensive — other parts of the ecosystem also rely on river flows. 
Instead, these 4 themes act as indicators of healthy rivers and wetlands. 

Each theme has specific and measurable indicators that can be monitored. The themes respond to 
water for the environment, which is the MDBA’s main way to improve river health. The outcomes for 
each theme are reviewed every 5 years (at least) as part of the Basin-wide environmental watering 
strategy review, to make sure they reflect the latest information about how the ecosystem works 
and responds to flows, climate and other factors, as well as the current and recent condition of the 
river system. 

Basin governments use these themes to determine targets specific to their objectives in long-term 
and annual planning. They may also include extra targets for other important water dependent 
species, such as frogs or macroinvertebrates. 
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Prioritising, planning and using water for the environment 
Chapter 8 provides a framework for prioritising, planning and using water for the environment 
(Figure 3). 

 

BWS = Basin-wide environmental watering strategy; MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 3 Overview of how Chapter 8 guides prioritising, planning and using water for the environment 
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Prioritising water for the environment 
In most years, there may be more sites, species or ecological communities that need water than 
there is water available. In these circumstances, choices need to be made about the relative priority 
of sites or how to use water for the environment. 

Priorities are the places (environmental assets) or processes (ecosystem functions) that have been 
identified to receive water for the environment. Priorities are set by the MDBA and Basin 
governments by following the guidance provided in Schedule 7 of the Basin Plan and the Basin-wide 
environmental watering strategy: 

• Identify environmental assets and ecosystem functions. 
o Priority environmental assets are water dependent ecosystems that are identified as 

needing environmental water. The MDBA identifies environmental assets using the 5 
criteria set out in the Basin Plan, under Schedule 8: ‘Criteria for identifying an 
environmental asset’. 

o Priority ecosystem functions are the natural processes or functions of water 
dependent ecosystems that are identified as needing environmental water. The 
MDBA identifies ecosystem functions using the 4 criteria set out in the Basin Plan, 
under Schedule 9: ‘Criteria for identifying an ecosystem function’. 

• For each asset and function, determine their objectives, targets and long-term 
environmental watering requirements, using the method outlined in Chapter 8, Part 5: 
‘Methods for identifying environmental assets and ecosystem functions and their 
environmental watering requirements’.  

• Determine which of these assets and functions should be prioritised in the upcoming year, 
using the principles and method outlined in Chapter 8, Part 6: ‘Principles and method to 
determine priorities for applying environmental water’. 

o The 7 principles guide managers in deciding which assets and ecosystem functions 
should receive water for the environment in a particular year. These are different 
from the overarching ‘Principles to be applied in environmental watering’, which are 
explained in the section Using water for the environment. 

o The method outlines the process for determining priorities, including information on 
water availability scenarios. 

This process is summarised in Figure 4. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057066
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057066
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057067
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056779
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056779
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056779
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056784
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056784
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Figure 4 Overview of the process for planning water for the environment 

Planning activities 
Planning the use of water for the environment across the Basin is challenging. There must be a long-
term plan that recognises the long-term needs of the environment; but this long-term planning must 
be reflected by daily, seasonal and annual actions. The use of water for the environment must also 
be planned at the Basin scale to ensure that it supports a sustainable whole-of-Basin river system. 
This Basin perspective must be reflected by choices at the local scale. 

Chapter 8 of the Basin Plan therefore includes 4 main planning activities. These are shown in Figure 5 
and cover Basin-wide and regional scales, as well as long-term and short-term time frames. The 
requirements for these activities are outlined in Chapter 8 under Part 4: ‘Environmental management 
framework’. 

 

MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 5 Long term and short term plans work together to outline regional and Basin wide environmental watering 

  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056731
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056731
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Basin-wide environmental watering strategy 
The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy 2019 identifies the expected environmental 
outcomes for the Basin — that is, the environmental outcomes that are anticipated over a long-term 
period. Meeting these outcomes will help achieve the 3 overall objectives outlined in Chapter 8. The 
first Basin-wide environmental watering strategy was published in 2014. 

The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy informs the development of regional long-term 
environmental watering plans by Basin state governments and helps environmental water holders 
coordinate the use of their water for the environment. It also provides the 4 target themes to 
measure progress towards meeting the expected outcomes of the Basin-wide environmental 
watering strategy (see the section Targets).  

The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy sets the context for the MDBA to identify the Basin 
annual environmental watering priorities (Basin annual priorities), which in turn support Basin state 
governments with their annual priority settings (Figure 6). 

 

MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 6 The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy guides the development of consistent long term plans across 
Basin governments, and sets the broader context for the Basin annual priorities and regional annual priorities 

The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy is developed based on science and consultation 
with Basin governments, the CEWH, environmental water planners and managers, river operators, 
relevant committees, and local communities, including First Nations people. Members of the public 
also have an opportunity to comment during the drafting stage. 

  

https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/basin-wide-environmental-watering-strategy
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Long-term environmental watering plans 
Each Basin government develops regional long-term environmental watering plans (regional 
long-term plans) for each surface water resource plan area. The MDBA provides guidance for Basin 
state governments to prepare their regional long-term plans. The regional long-term plans must be 
updated every 5 years, or earlier, to align with when the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy 
is updated. They must also be updated if a water resource plan is accredited or amended. These 
regional long-term plans are guided by the current Basin-wide environmental watering strategy and 
incorporate local knowledge to focus on regional outcomes. The information in these regional 
long-term plans is used by Basin governments to align annual environmental watering priorities with 
long-term objectives (Figure 7). 

 

MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 7 Regional long term environmental watering plans build on the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy to 
identify specific objectives and targets for assets and functions in each surface water resource plan area 

Each plan includes details of: 

• key environmental assets (such as wetlands, floodplains and rivers) and ecosystem functions 
in the surface water resource plan area 

• long-term objectives and targets specific to each water resource plan area, as outlined in the 
Basin-wide environmental watering strategy, and possible extra objectives and targets, such 
as frogs and macroinvertebrates 

• the environmental watering requirements (such as flow volume, duration and timing) 
needed to meet the objectives and targets 

• opportunities for cooperative arrangements to support water for the environment for the 
site, or between the site and a downstream or upstream area 

• risks to providing environmental watering requirements of the assets and functions 
• constraints that affect provision of water for the environment in the region – constraints 

include infrastructure (such as roads and bridges), needing landowners’ approval for flooding 
that crosses private land, narrow river channels, and river operating rules. 

These regional long-term plans are developed in consultation with environmental water holders and 
managers, river operators, and local communities, including First Nations people. 
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Basin annual environmental watering priorities 
Every year, the MDBA publishes Basin annual environmental watering priorities (Basin annual 
priorities). These priorities draw from the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy, regional 
long-term plans and regional annual priorities to identify which environmental assets should receive 
water for the upcoming year. These are sites that are considered important for the health of the 
environment from a whole of Basin perspective (Figure 8). This Basin-wide approach to prioritising 
helps achieve consistent and balanced water for the environment across the Basin.  

It may be complex to achieve the Basin annual priorities because water for the environment activities 
involve multiple water sources, cover multiple sites and involve multiple parties. Limited water 
availability or other constraints can also influence whether the priorities can be achieved. 

 

MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 8 Basin annual priorities set the Basin-wide environmental watering priorities for the upcoming year. They draw on 
priorities outlined in the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy, regional long term plans and regional annual 
priorities, to balance water for the environment across the Basin 

Priorities are set considering a range of possible water availability scenarios (very dry, dry, moderate, 
wet, very wet). This approach provides flexibility for the MDBA and Basin governments to adapt 
environmental watering to suit changing conditions throughout the year. 

The MDBA works with Basin governments to identify which priorities are important for the Basin as a 
whole system, by consulting with holders and managers of water for the environment, scientists and 
other experts, river operators, relevant committees, and First Nations people. 

  

https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/basin-annual-environmental-watering-priorities
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Regional annual environmental watering priorities 
Every year, Basin state governments identify environmental watering priorities for each of their 
surface water resource plan areas. These build on long-term watering plans and align with the Basin 
annual priorities (Figure 9). State priorities are delivered by statutory agencies responsible for 
providing water for the environment. 

For each regional priority, the local objectives, targets and environmental watering requirements are 
defined for different forecast water availability scenarios. Basin state governments may present their 
regional priorities as annual priorities for a single year, or annual priorities for multiple years. 

 

MDBA = Murray–Darling Basin Authority 

Figure 9 Regional annual priorities build on regional long term plans and align with the Basin annual priorities to work 
towards the Basin-wide environmental watering strategy expected outcomes 

Basin state governments develop their annual priorities based on consultation with environmental 
water holders and managers, scientists and other experts, river operators, and local communities, 
including First Nations people. 
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Using water for the environment 
Chapter 8 provides a set of overarching principles for the MDBA and Basin governments to follow 
throughout the process of using water for the environment – from planning to implementation. 
These are outlined in Part 4, Division 6: ‘Principles to be applied in environmental watering’: 

• Basin annual environmental watering priorities – water for the environment must consider 
the Basin annual environmental watering priorities developed by the MDBA. 

• Consistency with environmental watering objectives – water for the environment must 
work towards the 3 overall objectives outlined in Chapter 8. 

• Maximising environmental benefits – water for the environment activities should be 
undertaken in a way that maximises multiple environmental benefits. 

• Risks – water for the environment must consider potential risks and ways to reduce them. 
• Cost of water for the environment – water for the environment must consider the quantity 

of water and other resources relative to the expected environmental benefits. 
• Apply the precautionary principle – a lack of full scientific certainty as to whether there are 

threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage should not be used as a reason for 
postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation. 

• Working effectively with local communities – water for the environment should have regard 
to the views of local communities and environmental watering committees, and people 
affected by water for the environment activities. 

• Adaptive management – planning, prioritising and using water for the environment should 
be adaptive, applying lessons of past watering as well as new knowledge. 

• Relevant international agreements – water for the environment should be undertaken in a 
way that is consistent with relevant international agreements, such as the Ramsar 
Convention. 

• Other management and operational practices – river management and operations should 
be reviewed and altered if needed, to achieve multiple objectives, including the objectives in 
Chapter 8. 

• Management of water for consumptive use – management of water for consumptive use 
should be consistent with achieving the objectives in Chapter 8, where possible. 

An overview of how Chapter 8 guides prioritising, planning and using water for the environment is 
provided in Figure 3. 

  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86056759
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Monitoring, reporting and 
reviewing 
The impact of water for the environment is regularly monitored and reviewed to ensure that it is 
effectively working towards the overall environmental objectives for the Basin, as outlined in 
Chapter 8. 

Monitoring across the Basin 
Monitoring programs provide critical feedback to assess progress against the objectives of the Basin 
Plan, and improve adaptive management and decision making over time. The responsibilities for 
monitoring are outlined in Schedule 12: ‘Matters for evaluation and reporting requirements of the 
Basin Plan’. The MDBA is responsible for whole of Basin monitoring. The MDBA works with Basin 
state governments to coordinate The Living Murray (TLM) monitoring program, while Basin state 
governments are responsible for implementing TLM monitoring at icon sites. The CEWO monitors the 
ecological effects of Commonwealth water for the environment, and its contribution to achieving the 
environmental objectives in the Basin Plan (intervention monitoring). This information is used to 
adapt how water for the environment is provided. Basin state governments must also monitor 
whether environmental outcomes are being achieved at an asset scale, to assess their progress 
towards the Basin Plan objectives. 

Reporting activities 
The Basin Plan annual report is published every year by the MDBA. It sets out progress made and 
lessons learned from providing water for the environment across the Basin. Every 5 years, the annual 
report is replaced by an evaluation of how the Basin Plan is being implemented. 

Basin governments report each year (Schedule 12 reports) on how they are implementing different 
parts of the Basin Plan, including Chapter 8. 

Reports on water for the environment activities are also prepared by the Southern Connected Basin 
Environmental Watering Committee, state holders of water for the environment and the CEWO. 

Review of Chapter 8, the Basin Plan and the Basin-wide 
environmental watering strategy 
Chapter 8 is reviewed at least every 5 years. The first review in 2020, by the MDBA, included reviews 
of the Schedule 7 targets and progress towards achieving the 3 overall objectives of Chapter 8. The 
review resulted in 29 recommendations based on feedback from Basin governments, water holders, 
peak groups, communities, First Nations people and scientists. 

The whole Basin Plan (including Chapter 8) is reviewed every 10 years by the MDBA to consider 
emerging climate change patterns, new information, and new tools and techniques.  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057070
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C01067/Html/Text#_Toc86057070
https://www.mdba.gov.au/basin-plan/basin-plan/basin-plan-annual-report
https://www.mdba.gov.au/2020-basin-plan-evaluation
https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/environmental-watering-plan-review
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The Basin-wide environmental watering strategy is reviewed at least every 5 years. This includes a 
review of the expected outcomes for the 4 themes – river flows and connectivity, native vegetation, 
waterbirds and native fish. 

More information 
To find out more about water for the environment in the Murray–Darling Basin, visit  
www.mdba.gov.au/water-for-environment

http://www.mdba.gov.au/waterforenvironment


 

  
 

Office locations – First Nations Country 
Adelaide – Kaurna Country 
Canberra – Ngunnawal Country 
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country 
Griffith – Wiradjuri Country 
Mildura – Latji Latji Country 
Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country 
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country 
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country 
 

mdba.gov.au 1800 230 067 engagement@mdba.gov.au 

 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/
mailto:engagement@mdba.gov.au
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