Border Rivers–Moonie region
Overview
The Border Rivers–Moonie region
makes up about 5% of the Murray–
Darling Basin and 6% of Basin water.
It includes a 450 km section of the
border between Queensland and
New South Wales made up of the
Dumaresq, Macintyre and Barwon
Rivers.
The great egret, Australian painted
snipe and Murray cod are part of the
diverse range of flora and fauna that
make their homes in the region.
The Morella Watercourse, Boobera
Lagoon and Pungbougal Lagoon
are collectively one of the few
permanent waterbodies in the
northern Basin. The Moonie
catchment is ecologically significant
and has more than 100 floodplain
wetlands.

Image: Aerial view of Goondiwindi, Queensland

The nationally-significant Morella
Watercourse, Boobera Lagoon and
Pungbougal Lagoon are located on the
Macintyre River floodplain and are
considered among the most important
First Nations sites in eastern Australia.
Agricultural production includes
a mix of grazing, dryland farming
and irrigation. Cotton is the largest
irrigated crop (75%). Other irrigated
crops include pasture, vegetables,
fruit, nuts and cereals.
A section of the Serpentine Creek
has been modified to form the
Goondiwindi Natural Heritage and
Water Park, a focal point for tourism
and recreation.
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The population of the Border Rivers
region is about 2.5% of the population
of the Murray–Darling Basin. Inverell,
in the northern New South Wales
tablelands, is the largest centre in
the catchment with a population of
around 11,000.
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Land use is dominated by cattle and
sheep grazing. Most groundwater
extraction for horticultural crops and
livestock pasture occurs along the
Dumaresq River.
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For more than 25,000 years, the
Border Rivers region has been
important to First Nations people.
Nations of the region include the
Bigambul, Euahlayi, Githabul,
Kambuwal, Gomeroi/Kamilaroi,
Kwiambul and Ngarabal.
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 he First Nations people of the area
T
hold the Boobera Lagoon to be the
Gunnedah
resting place of Garriya, the Rainbow
Serpent. The lagoon is significant to
the Bigambul and Kamilaroi people
who held the third stage of their joint
Coonabarabran
male initiation ceremonies there. Today
arrambungle
Boobera Lagoon is recognised as a
N.P.
culturally-significant site and motorised
water sport is prohibited on the lagoon.
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	Pindari Dam is on the Severn River
and has a capacity of 312,000 ML. It
was enlarged in the 1990s to secure
waterTamworth
supplies in the Border Rivers
system.
Chaffey Reservoir
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	Water stored in Glenlyon Dam, on the Pike

Werris Creek
Creek in the upper Dumaresq catchment,

is shared between New South Wales
(up to 57%) and Queensland water
users (up to 43%). Water is managed by
the Dumaresq–Barwon Border Rivers
Commission.

Image by Chris Tzaros (Birds Bush and Beyond)
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	The eastern part of the catchment
has an annual average rainfall
of 800–1,100 mm. The Maranoa
Valley has an average annual
rainfall of around 500–600 mm,
and the floodplains to the west
have an average of about 500 mm.

Although it has a long-pinkish bill, the Australian
painted snipe (Rostratula australis) can be tricky
to spot in reedy wetlands. It is an endangered
waterbird that usually nests in a scrape in the
ground lined with twigs or stalks. It forages
among the cover of wetland vegetation while
feeding mainly at night on worms, snails, and
seeds. It plays a key role in helping to maintain a
sustainable level of insects and distributes seeds.
The Australian painted snipe uses its long bill when
searching for prey by probing the soft mud.

Who does what in the Border Rivers–Moonie region?
Dumaresq-Barwon Border Rivers Commission
(07) 3330 4455
	operates and maintains jointly-owned water
infrastructure and implements agreed water
sharing arrangements in the Queensland-New
South Wales border region.
Sunwater 13 15 89
	provides water to agricultural, urban and
industrial customers in Queensland.
Southern Queensland Landscapes (07) 4620 0111
	a non-government organisation that manages
and develops the natural resources of the
southern Queensland region.
Northern Tablelands, North West and Western Local
Land Services 1300 795 299
	deliver services to improve primary
production within healthy landscapes and
helps rural and regional communities to be
profitable and sustainable into the future.

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
	prepares, implements, monitors and reviews
the integrated plan for the sustainable use of
the Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and delivers
water to users on behalf of partner governments
	researches and monitors the quality and
quantity of Basin water resources and the
condition of its associated rivers, wetlands and
floodplains
	creates and shares information about the
Basin’s water resources and dependent
ecosystems.
New South Wales Department of Planning and
Environment (DPE) 1300 361 967
	manages allocated water for the environment,
including adaptive environmental water licences
held by the New South Wales Government
	DPE Water determines the volume of water
available for allocation to towns, water users
and the environment each year.

New South Wales and Queensland Governments
	allocate water to entitlement holders,
coordinate delivery of water for the
environment
	develop and implement water
resource plans
	oversee the management of fisheries including
compliance, threatened species and habitat
management.
WaterNSW 1300 662 077
	operates and maintains dams and weirs to

enhance water supply and security.
Natural Resources Access Regulator 1800 633 362
	
responsible for compliance and enforcement of
water management legislation in New South Wales.

Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
	enforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA),
and Mildura (Vic).
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.
Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

Local connection

Office locations – First Nations Country

your nearest MDBA office is Goondiwindi
72 Callandoon Street, Queensland 4390

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country

we also have an office in Toowomba
123 Margaret Street, Queensland 4350

1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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