Goulburn–Broken region
Overview
	The Goulburn–Broken region in
northern Victoria covers 2.4 million
hectares, representing around 2% of
the Murray–Darling Basin.

	Yorta Yorta, Bangerang, Barapa
Barapa, Dja Dja Wurrung and
Taungurung are the First Nations
within this region.

	1.4 million hectares is dedicated
to dryland agriculture, while
almost 300,000 hectares is
irrigated agriculture.

	Easy access from Melbourne
provides opportunities for tourism
and recreational activities along the
River Murray. Wineries, snow and
water skiing, camping, four-wheel
driving and fishing are also popular.

	The irrigated agriculture sector
generates more than $6 billion
of production value annually and
supports more than 10,000 jobs
in the Goulburn–Murray
Irrigation District.

	The region has a history of
migration from southern Europe
following the First World War
with many Greeks, Italians,
Macedonians, Turks and Albanians
helping to establish the fruit
industry.

Image: A view from the dam wall at Lake Eildon near the township of Eildon, Victoria on the Goulburn River
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	The region is home to around 7% of
the Basin’s population. Towns in the
region include Shepparton, Kyabram
and Benalla.
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Water storages in the region include:
Namadgi N.P.
Lake Eildon (3,334 GL), Goulburn Weir
Talbingo
(26 GL), Waranga Basin (432 GL),
Reservoir
Greens Lake (33GL) and Lake
Nillahcootie (40 GL).
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The Goulburn–Murray Irrigation District
includes
major horticulture growing areas,
Khancoban
dairy
farms
Kosciuszko and milk processors, food
processing, cereal cropping, beef and cattle
N.P.
farms, and vegetables.
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The region contains the largest stand
Reservoir
of river red gum forest in the world.
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Agriculture is a key industry with
dairy and fruit industries providing
produce to local, national and
international markets. SPC is a wellknown manufacturer of fruit and
vegetables in the Goulburn–BrokenTumbarumba
region and sources 90% of its
ingredients from Australia.
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The $2 billion Goulburn–Murray Water
Connections Project (funded by the
Victorian and Australian Governments) has
modernised the region’s irrigation system
and is now saving an estimated 429 GL of
water per year.
	
Lake Eildon is a popular holiday resort that
has a 515 km shoreline and stores 6 times
as much water as Sydney Harbour.

Seymour
Mansfield

6

Eildon Reservoir
Kinglake N.P.

Goulbu
rn

Melbourne

Rive
r

Lake Eildon
N.P.

Alpine N.P.

Feature creature:
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Eastern long-necked turtle

One of 3 native turtles in the Basin, is the
eastern long-necked turtle (Chelodina longicollis).
This turtle prefers slow-moving water bodies
including swamps, dams and lakes. As a
scavenger (eating dead fish), it plays a vital
role in river health — enhancing water quality,
recycling nutrients, and preventing blue-green
algae blooms. To survive a drought, this clever
critter buries itself in the mud of dried-up water
bodies for protection.

Who does what in the Goulburn–Broken region?
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority
(03) 5820 1100
	works with the community, government and
funding organisations to protect and enhance
land, water and biodiversity resources.
Goulburn Murray Water 1800 013 357
	the northern Victorian resource manager,
responsible for making the seasonal
determination for all northern Victorian
declared water systems.
Goulburn Valley Water (03) 5832 4800
	provides urban water and wastewater services
to 54 towns.
Agriculture Victoria 136 186
	works with the agricultural industry on
research and helps maintain effective
biosecurity controls.
Victorian Government
	allocates water to entitlement holders,
coordinates delivery of water for the
environment
	develops and implements water resource
plans.
Victorian Environmental Water Holder (VEWH)
(03) 9637 8951
	an independent statutory body responsible for
holding and managing Victoria’s environmental
water entitlements.
Victorian Department of Environment Land Water and
Planning 136 186

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
	prepares, implements, monitors and reviews
the integrated plan for the sustainable use of
the Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and
delivers water to users on behalf of partner
governments
	researches and monitors the quality and
quantity of Basin water resources and the
condition of its associated rivers, wetlands and
floodplains
	creates and shares information about the
Basin’s water resources and dependent
ecosystems.
Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
	enforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA),
and Mildura (Vic).
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.
Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

	works with a network of government agencies
and water authorities to manage Victoria’s
groundwater, catchments, waterways and
infrastructure.

Connect with us

Local connection
Your nearest MDBA office is Wodonga
1 McKoy St, Wodonga, Victoria 3690

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country
1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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