Loddon–Avoca region
Overview
	The Loddon–Avoca region
is home to about 7% of the
Basin’s population.
	The headwaters of the Loddon
and Avoca Rivers rise in the Great
Dividing Range in south‑central
Victoria and contribute 1.7% of
the Basin’s water.
	The Loddon and Avoca Rivers
support significant ecosystems
and a diverse range of
endangered plants and animals.
Water for the environment is
used to improve the condition of
the river channels.

	National parks and historic
gold‑mining towns draw visitors
to the south of the region, while
waterways attract anglers, hunters
and water-sports enthusiasts to
the central and northern parts of
the area.
	About 75% of the water used in
the region is transferred from
other catchments, with urban
water for Bendigo supplied from
the Campaspe River catchment,
and irrigation areas in the north
supplied mainly by the Goulburn
and Murray catchments.

Image: Recreational areas on the Lakes on the Loddon River near Kerang, Victoria
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Most of the region is
the traditional land of the
Dja Dja Wurrung nation. On the
floodplains, around Kerang and
Kow Swamp is the traditional
BiBarapa
llab
land of the
ong Barapa
nation.
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Areas in the east near the Great
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Dividing Range have an annual
rainfall of up to 1,200 mm. This falls
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the wide riverine plains in the north.
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Swan Hill was named by explorer
Thomas Mitchell in 1836 after he
spent a sleepless night camped in Yarrawonga
the area, disturbed by the
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of water birds.
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	The Kerang Wetlands, where 23 of
the 100 wetlands in the system are
considered internationally significant.
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	The Avoca River is one of the Basin’s
least regulated rivers, as it includes noen Ri
ve r
water storages. But, there are 12 small
weirs along its length and in times
Waranga Basinof high flow or floods, the waters of
the Avoca River flow into the Kerang
Wetlands and reach the River Murray
via the Little Murray River.
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	Towns in the region include Bendigo,
Maryborough, Castlemaine, Kerang,
Avoca, St Arnaud, Charlton, Sea Lake
and Wycheproof.
	
There is extensive irrigation in the
north of the region, with dairy being
the largest industry. Dryland cropping
and grazing is also common.
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Bendigo is Victoria’s fourth largest
population centre with about
95,000 people.
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The Boort District Wetlands at the
northern end of the Loddon provide a
rangeSeymour
of important habitats in a heavily
modified catchment.
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black swan (Cygnus atratus) is a
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large, protected waterbird that lives in the
Murray–Darling Basin. Black swans prefer
wetlands but can also be found in flooded
pastures. They help reduce algae and weeds
found in waterways, as this is their primary
source of food. Black swans mate for life and
lose their flight feathers when they moult
after breeding. At this time, they are unable
to fly for about a month and will settle in
open water for safety.

Who does what in the Loddon–Avoca region?
North Central Catchment Management Authority
(03) 5820 1100
	works with the community, government
and funding organisations to protect and
enhance land, water and biodiversity
resources.
Goulburn–Murray Water 1800 013 357
	the northern Victorian Resource Manager
responsible for making the seasonal
determination for all northern Victorian
declared water systems.
Agriculture Victoria 136 186
	works with the agricultural industry on
research and helps maintain effective
biosecurity controls.
Victorian Government
	allocates water to entitlement holders,
coordinates delivery of water for the
environment
	develops and implements water resource
plans.
Victorian Environmental Water Holder (03) 9637 8951
	
an independent statutory body
responsible for holding and managing
Victoria’s environmental water
entitlements.

Victorian Department of Environment Land Water and
Planning (DELWP) 136 186
	works with a network of government agencies
and water authorities to manage Victoria’s
groundwater, catchments, waterways and
infrastructure.

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
	prepares, implements, monitors and reviews
the integrated plan for the sustainable use of
the Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and
delivers water to users on behalf of partner
governments
	researches and monitors the quality and
quantity of Basin water resources and the
condition of its associated rivers, wetlands and
floodplains
	creates and shares information about the
Basin’s water resources and dependent
ecosystems.
Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
	enforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA),
and Mildura (Vic).
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.
Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

Connect with us

Local connection
Your nearest MDBA office is Wodonga
1 McKoy St, Wodonga, VIC 3690

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country
1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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