Lower Darling region
Overview
	The Lower Darling section of
the Darling River (Baaka in the
Indigenous Barkandji language) flows
from Menindee Lakes to its junction
with the River Murray at Wentworth.
	The region is a major breeding area
for the iconic Murray cod and golden
perch. The Menindee Lakes also
provide important waterbird habitat
with more than 30 species recorded
on the main lake.
	Land use is based on pastoral
industries, which includes sheep
grazing for wool and meat
production and cattle farming.
There are small areas of lakebed
and irrigated cropping, plus
horticulture and viticulture.

Image: The Darling River at Menindee, New South Wales

	The Darling (Baaka) River is
culturally significant to the
Barkandji Nation as it is integral to
their society and beliefs. It is also
important to other First Nations
including the Wilyakali and Nyampa.
	Menindee and Pooncarie townships
as well as many pastoral stations
draw domestic and stock water
supplies from the Darling (Baaka)
River. Broken Hill draws its
town water supply through a
pipeline from the River Murray at
Wentworth.
	Tourism is important to the local
economy, with inland waterways
providing good locations for fishing
and national parks ideal for walking.

Towns & cities
Capital cities outside of MDB
Major water storages
Legend
Wetlands and natural lakes
State border
Basin border
National parks
River/creek
Town/city
Water storage/lakeIrrigation area

Byrock
Paroo–Darling
National Park
White Cliffs

g
rlin
Da

National park
Ramsar site
Irrigation area
Salt interception scheme

Riv

Lower Darling region

er

Key information
	The region is sparsely populated.
The largest regional centres are
Broken Hill, home to around 18,000
and Wentworth with a population of
around 7,000.
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Rainfall varies from 200 mm
annually in the west of the region
to 300 mm each year in the east and
south.
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Around the region
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The Morton Boulka area has been home
to the Barkandji people for thousands
of years and is a meeting place with
significant cultural heritage value.
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State Forest
Menindee Lakes storage comprises
4 main lakes – Cawndilla, Menindee,
Pamamaroo and Wetherell. Lake
Menindee, the largest of the lakes, is
16Wkm
illanlong
dra Creand
ek 14 km wide.
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one of the most significant anthropological
Lake Cargelligo sites in the world.
and archaeological

The iconic Murray cod (Maccullochella peelii) is
Australia’s largest freshwater fish and has been
known to reach lengths of 1.3 m and weigh up
to 40 kg. It is found through most of the Basin,
West Wyalong
except the upper reaches of the southern
tributaries, and has been introduced into many
Cocoparra N.P.
lakes and dams.
Although wild populations are widely dispersed,
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Griffith they have declined significantly over the past
50 years and the species is recognised as
Hanwood

endangered. Murray cod can live up to 30 years
and is significant in Aboriginal mythology as it
is believed Fivebough–
a huge Murray cod formed the River
Leeton andTuckerbil
Murray
all its fish.
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Wentworth is a small border town in
New South Wales situated on the junction
where the Murray and Darling (Baaka)
Rivers meet. This junction is a renowned
tourist site. Around the time of Australian
Federation, Wentworth was considered
Round Hill
to become Australia’s capital. At the time
Nature Reserve
it was the busiest inland port in the state.
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All data derived from Australian Government sources and correct as at May 2022.
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Sheep for meat and wool is the major
agricultural enterprise with cattle and
minor irrigation also supporting the
local economy. The Pooncarie area is
home to rare mineral mining.
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Who does what in the Lower Darling region?
Western Local Land Service 1300 795 299
	
delivers services to improve New South Wales
primary production within healthy landscapes
and assists rural and regional communities to be
profitable and sustainable.

New South Wales Government
 llocates water to entitlement holders,
a
coordinates delivery of water for the
environment
	develops and implements water
resource plans.

WaterNSW 1300 662 077
	operates and maintains dams and weirs to

enhance water supply and security.
Natural Resources Access Regulator 1800 633 362
	
responsible for compliance and enforcement of
water management legislation in New South Wales.

New South Wales Department of Primary Industries
Fisheries 1300 550 474
	
oversees the management of fisheries including
compliance, threatened species and habitat
management.

Department of Planning and Environment (NSWDPE)
1300 361 967
	
manages allocated water for the environment,
including adaptive environmental water licences
held by the New South Wales Government
	NSWDPE water determines the volume of water
available for allocation to towns, water users and
the environment.

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
 repares, implements, monitors and reviews the
p
integrated plan for the sustainable use of the
Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and delivers
water to users on behalf of partner governments
	researches and monitors the quality and quantity
of Basin water resources and the condition of its
associated rivers, wetlands and floodplains
	creates and shares information about the Basin’s
water resources and dependent ecosystems.

Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
 nforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
e
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA), and
Mildura (Vic).

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.

Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

Connect with us

Local connection
Your nearest MDBA office is Mildura
Lot 4a 152 Deakin Avenue, Victoria 3500

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country
1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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