Mid–Murray region
Overview
	The Mid–Murray region includes
Yarrawonga to Wakool Junction, the
Edward, Wakool and Niemur Rivers
and the major New South Wales
population centres are Deniliquin
and Moama.

	More than 968 First Nations cultural
heritage sites are formally recognised
in the Murray and Lower Darling
valley wetland and rivers. Recorded
sites include scarred trees, burials,
shell middens and oven mounds.

	The region is home to a vast
estate of river red gum forest,
wetlands and floodplains,
including Barmah–Millewa,
Gunbower, Koondrook–Perricoota
and Werai Forests. Collectively,
these forests support 550 plant
and 270 animal species.

	The Deniliquin Ute Muster draws
a huge national and international
crowd annually to celebrate all
things synonymous with the
Australian outback.

	The community value the rivers for
recreation including fishing, camping
and bushwalking.

	Irrigation and dryland agriculture
including dairy and rice are important
industries. The region also produces
cereal, oilseed and legume grain
crops, sheep and cattle. Almond
farms and cotton cropping are also
emerging industries.

Image: Yarrawonga Weir on the River Murray which forms the border of New South Wales and Victoria
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	Average rainfall varies
from 421 mm at Deniliquin,
while Corowa receives around
574 mm, Moama 449 mm and
Tocumwal 482 mm.
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River Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN)
and encompasses both sides of the
Murray River, including the Edward
and Wakool rivers and the towns
of Deniliquin, Moulamein and Swan
Hill. The area is also home to the
Barapa Barapa and the Yorta Yorta
nations.
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Formerly widespread over much of the Basin excluding
the most upper reaches, Silver perch (Bidyanus bidyanus)
numbers have steadily declined. Also known as black
or silver bream, grunter or bidyan the silver perch is
listed as a vulnerable species in New South Wales and
critically endangered in Victoria. An essential part of
the ecosystem, they are omnivores with a diet including
algae, aquatic insects and crustaceans.

	
Koondrook–Perricoota Forest is part of
the internationally-recognised Central
Murray Forests, and forms part of The
Living Murray Gunbower–Koondrook–
Perricoota icon site.
	The Edward–Wakool supports a high
proportion of native fish including the
Murray cod and Murray crayfish.
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 tevens Weir was built in 1935 to control
S
the flow of water into irrigation channels
that support local agriculture.
	Murray Irrigation is based in Deniliquin
and provides water to more than 2,200
farms across 724,000 ha of farmland.
Rice Growers Australia and SunRice also
operate in Deniliquin.
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	The Mulwala Canal was constructed
between 1935 and 1942 and is the
largest irrigation canal in the southern
hemisphere, running 160 km west from
Lake Mulwala through Berrigan, Finley and
Deniliquin into the Deniboota irrigation
district.
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	The Mulwala Canal crosses the Edward
River through a remarkable engineering
structure known as the Lawson Syphon.
The structure allows water from the canal
to pass underneath the Edward River.
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	The Yanco Creek System links
2 of Australia’s largest rivers, the
Murrumbidgee and Murray, through more
than 800 km of interconnected waterways.
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 illabong Creek is the longest creek in
B
Australia and is an important wildlife
corridor for the Murray region.
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	The Barmah Choke is a narrow section
of the Murray River that runs through
the Barmah–Millewa Forest. The Choke
restricts the flow of the River Murray to
around 7,000 ML per day.
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Who does what in the Mid–Murray region?
Murray Irrigation 1300 138 265
	Australia’s largest private environmental and
irrigation water supplier, providing more than
2,200 farm businesses and landholdings across
the southern Riverina in New South Wales.
Murray Local Land Services (LLS) 1300 795 299
 elivers services to improve primary
d
production within healthy landscapes and
assists rural and regional communities to be
profitable and sustainable into the future.
New South Wales Government 13 77 88
	allocates water to entitlement holders,
coordinates delivery of water for the
environment
	develops and implements water
resource plans.
New South Wales Department of Primary Industries –
Fisheries 1300 550 474
	oversees the management of fisheries
including compliance, threatened species
and habitat management.
WaterNSW 1300 662 077
	operates and maintains dams and weirs to
enhance water supply and security.
Natural Resources Access Regulator 1800 633 362

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
	prepares, implements, monitors and reviews
the integrated plan for the sustainable use of
the Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and
delivers water to users on behalf of partner
governments
	researches and monitors the quality and
quantity of Basin water resources and the
condition of its associated rivers, wetlands and
floodplains
	creates and shares information about the
Basin’s water resources and dependent
ecosystems.
Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
 nforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
e
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA), and
Mildura (Vic).

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.

	
responsible for compliance and enforcement of
water management legislation in New South Wales.

New South Wales Department of Planning and
Environment (DPE) 1300 361 967

Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

	manages allocated water for the environment,
including adaptive environmental water licences
held by the New South Wales Government
	DPE Water determines the volume of water
available for allocation to towns, water users
and the environment each year.

Connect with us

Local connection
Your nearest MDBA office is Wodonga
1 McKoy Street, Wodonga, Victoria 3690

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country
1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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