Murrumbidgee region
Overview
	The Murrumbidgee region is home
to about 550,000 people and
covers 84,000 km2 – 8% of the
Murray–Darling Basin.
	Dryland cropping, grazing and
irrigated agriculture are important
industries, with 42% of New South
Wales’ grapes and 50% of Australia’s
rice grown in the region.
	The rivers and national parks provide
ideal spots for swimming, fishing,
bushwalking, camping and bird
watching.

Image: Murrumbidgee River at Wagga Wagga, New South Wales

	The largest Aboriginal Nation in the
region is the Wiradjuri, other Nations
include the Barapa Barapa, Muthi Muthi,
Nari Nari, Nyeri Nyeri, Wadi Wadi,
Wamba Wamba, Weki Weki and
Wolgalu.
	The Murrumbidgee River provides
a critical water supply to several
regional centres and towns including
Canberra, Gundagai, Wagga Wagga,
Narrandera, Leeton, Griffith, Hay
and Balranald. The region’s villages
such as Goolgowi, Merriwagga and
Carrathool use aquifers and deep
bores as their potable supply.
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	Rainfall ranges from more than
1,700 mm in the Snowy Mountains
to less than 350 mm on the western
plains.
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	The Murrumbidgee River contributes at
least 200 GL of end-of-system flows to
the Murray system.
	While most water for irrigation, stock
and domestic Cairn
needs are derived from
CurranRiver, up to 355 GL
the Murrumbidgee
Eppalock
Reservoir
of ground water
is extracted Reservoir
from the
Maryborough
Murrumbidgee
Alluvium
each year.
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350 people in the area,
aquaculture allows the production
of Murray cod and cotton has been
grown in the region since 2010.
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The Murray crayfish (Euastacus armatus) is the
largest invertebrate in the Murray–Darling Basin and
the second largest crayfish in the world.
This freshwater cray serves 2 important roles in
the ecosystem. It’s a scavenger and shreds organic
matter such as leaves, which provides food for other
creatures.

Melbourne

Murray crayfish are also important habitat
modifiers, and their burrowing provides structure to
riverbed sediments.
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	The Lowbidgee Floodplain is the largest Reservoir
wetland in the region covering more than
Alpine N.P.
Mt. Buffalo
N.P.km2 and containing the second
2,000
Bright
largest redgum forest in Australia.
 87,816 hectare area of the Lowbidgee
A
Floodplain, near Balranald, known as
Gayini has been recognised as an area
Alpine N.P.
of rich cultural and environmental
Omeo
importance to the Nari Nari people,
who traditionally lived on Country.
Ownership of the significant area was
officially transferred from the Australian
Government to the Nari Nari people in
2019.

Eildon Reservoir

Murray crayfish

sR
i ve

Aroundr the region

Mansfield

Goulbu
rn

ACT

Khancoban
Kosciuszko
N.P.

Seymour

Kinglake N.P.

Can

Wodonga

Shepparton

Feature creature:

Ginini
Flats

Talbingo
Reservoir

Maragle State Forest

Rive
r

Waranga
Basin
	
Chicken production employs

Blowering
Reservoir

Brindabella N.P.

Cabramurra

r

Bendigo

k

Tumbarumba

i ve
aR

r

Cam
pasp
eR
ive
r

Ri

Corowa

Henty

State border
Basin border
River/creek
Town/city
Capital city
Water storage/lake
National
park
Hume
Reservoir
Ramsar site
Irrigation
area
Albury

w
Kie

ca

urray
R i v er M

Yarrawonga Weir

er

St Arnaud
er

Deniliquin

R iv

Av
o

Billa
bonLegend
gC
ree
k

Tocumwal

on

d

Jerilderie

Millewa Forest

Lodd

Charlton

Kow
Swamp

r

Tuppa
l

Murrumbidgee region
Key information

e

Koondrook–
Perricoota
Forest
Torrumbarry
Weir
Ri
ve
rM
ur
ray

Barham

ard
Riv
e

iver
ut R
Tum

W a ko o l R i v e r

Yass

Wagga Wagga

Tumut
Swan Hill

Croo

2

	Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area was
established in 1912 and created farming
opportunities that were reliant on
water. It is one of the most diverse
and productive agricultural regions in
Australia, contributing $5 billion annually
to the Australian economy.
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 oleambally Irrigation Area was
C
established in 1958, spanning an area of
400,000 hectares.
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	The Fivebough and Tuckerbil Wetlands near
Leeton are both internationally-recognised.
The Ginini Flax Wetland Complex at the
Namadgi National Park in the Australian
Capital Territory is also an internationallyrecognised wetland.
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 he mid-Murrumbidgee Wetland is a
T
network of lagoons and billabongs between
Narrandera and Carathool. Each of these
areas support a diverse range of waterbirds,
including threatened species.
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	Due to the regulation of natural flows the
release of water for the environment is
necessary to maintain healthy wetland
sites in the region as well as a healthy
river system.
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Who does what in the Murrumbidgee region?
Murrumbidgee Irrigation (02) 6962 0200
	one of Australia’s largest private environmental
and irrigation water supplier, servicing the
southern Riverina, New South Wales.
Coleambally Irrigation (02) 6954 4003
	a member owned co-operative which supplies
irrigation and corporate services to its members
and customers.
Riverina Local Land Services 1300 795 299
 elivers services to improve primary
d
production within healthy landscapes and
assists rural and regional communities to be
profitable and sustainable into the future.
New South Wales Government 13 77 88
	
allocates water to entitlement holders, coordinates
delivery of water for the environment
	develops and implements water resource
plans.
New South Wales Department of Primary Industries
Fisheries 1300 550 474
	
oversees the management of fisheries including
compliance, threatened species and habitat
management.

WaterNSW 1300 662 077
	operates and maintains dams and weirs to
enhance water supply and security.
Natural Resources Access Regulator 1800 633 362
	
responsible for compliance and enforcement of
water management legislation in New South Wales.

New South Wales Department of Planning and
Environment (DPE) 1300 361 967
	manages allocated water for the environment,
including adaptive environmental water licences
held by the New South Wales Government
	DPE Water determines the volume of water
available for allocation to towns, water users
and the environment each year.

The Irrigation Research and Extension Committee
(02) 6963 0936
c ross-commodity irrigated farming systems
group, enabling collaboration between farmers,
researchers and advisor in irrigated agriculture
in the Murrumbidgee Valley.
Murray–Darling Basin Authority
	prepares, implements, monitors and reviews
the integrated plan for the sustainable use of
the Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and
delivers water to users on behalf of partner
governments
	researches and monitors the quality and quantity
of Basin water resources and the condition of its
associated rivers, wetlands and floodplains
	creates and shares information about the
Basin’s water resources and dependent
ecosystems.
Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
	enforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA),
and Mildura (Vic).
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	
manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.
Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	
responsible for efficiency programs, and
working with Basin states.

ACT Government
	
allocates water to entitlement holders, coordinates
delivery of water for the environment
	develops and implements water resource
plans.

Connect with us
Office locations – First Nations Country
Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country
1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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Local connection
Your nearest MDBA office is Griffith
152 Yambil Street, Griffith,
New South Wales 2680

