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1 Introduction  
The Commonwealthõs Water Act 2007 (Water Act) requires a water resource plan (WRP) be prepared for each 

water resource plan area (WRP area) identified under Chapter 3, Part 2 of the Basin Plan (Figure 2). WRPs must 

provide for the management o f the water resources of the WRP area and be consistent with the requirements of 

the Basin Plan.  

The Department for Environment and Water (DEW) is preparing three WRPs for the South Australian Murrayð

Darling Basin (SAMDB) to meet requirements under the Basin Plan (Figure 3), being: 

¶ South Australian River Murray  WRP (includes the surface waters and floodplain  of the River Murray 

and Lakes Alexandrina and Albert) 

¶ Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges  WRP (includes the groundwater and surface waters of the Eastern Mount 

Lofty Ranges (EMLR) and the Marne Saunders prescribed water resources areas).  

¶ South Australian  Murray Region  WRP (includes the groundwater and surface water in the remainder of 

the South Australian MurrayðDarling Basin including the Coorong and an extensive area north of the 

River Murray, excluding the EMLR). 

This document is the South Australian River Murray Water Resource Plan , which has been informed by a 

detailed risk assessment, development of policies, and amendments to the Water Allocation Plan for the River 

Murray Prescribed Watercourse (River Murray WAP), where required to ensure consistency with the Basin Plan 

(SAMDB NRMB 2019b).  

This document, together with the relevant package of instruments and texts as detailed in section 5.2.3 of this 

document, constitutes the South Australian River Murray WRP. Figure 1 below outlines the broad concept of the 

South Australian River Murray WRP, which has been developed to address the requirements of each of the 

sections of Chapter 10 of the Basin Plan, and is submitted for accreditation against the Basin Plan version 

F2018C00451 (MDBA 2012) under section 63 of the Water Act. 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Outline of the broad concept of water resource plans  in South  

Australia  

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/improving-river-health/basin-plan/water-resource-plans/sa-river-murray-region
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/improving-river-health/basin-plan/water-resource-plans/eastern-mount-lofty-ranges-region
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/improving-river-health/basin-plan/water-resource-plans/sa-murray-region
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Figure 2 Surface water resource plan areas under the Basin Plan  

 






























































































































































































































































































































