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1. PURPOSE 
This report contributes to South Australia’s requirements under section 71 of the Water Act 2007 (Cth) for 
surface water and groundwater for 2020-21.  

The water resource plan (WRP) areas under the Basin Plan are subdivided into sustainable diversion limit (SDL) 
resource units for both surface water and groundwater.  The data and information provided in this report is 
presented at the SDL resource unit level.   

All methods used in the collation of this data and information reflect those in the South Australian accredited 
WRPs. All information is current and based on the best available data as at 14 December 2021. 

For the purposes of this report all values reported have been rounded to the nearest megalitre (ML). As a result 
there may be minor variations between this and the data presented in the full submission provided to the 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority where the values reported are accurate to the nearest kilolitre. 

2. WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW FOR THE STATE 
From 1 July 2020, the Landscape South Australia Act 2019 (the Landscape Act) replaced the Natural Resources 
Management Act 2004 as the framework for managing the state’s land, water, pest animals and biodiversity. 
Water resource management at a state level is governed by the Landscape Act.   

Under the Landscape Act, eight new regional landscape boards and Green Adelaide will facilitate the 
sustainable management of the state’s landscape. The Landscape Act requires the development of a State 
Landscape Strategy that sets out principles, policies and high-level strategic directions to ensure the 
sustainable and integrated management of the state’s landscapes, covering all geographical areas that are 
defined by the SDL resource units in South Australia. 

The State Landscape Strategy is currently being developed. The Landscape Act’s transitional provisions provide 
for the existing State Natural Resources Management (NRM) Plan under the Natural Resources Management 
Act 2004 to be the Strategy until a new Strategy is developed. 

Sitting under the State Landscape Strategy are Regional Landscape Plans, which have been developed and 
published on the relevant board’s website and can be accessed at www.landscape.sa.gov.au.  Regional 
Landscape Plans for the Hills and Fleurieu, Limestone Coast and Murraylands and Riverland cover one or more 
of the SDL resource unit areas.  These plans provide general policies for managing the water resources within 
the areas they cover. 

Several areas that represent SDL resource units have been prescribed under the Landscape Act and are 
managed under a Water Allocation Plan (WAP).  Each SDL resource unit can therefore be categorised as being 
either prescribed or unprescribed.  This description indicates the extent of water management (including 
monitoring and compliance) that is currently undertaken at a state level.   

The SDL resource unit areas covered by this report are listed below.   

Surface Water SDL Resource Units 

• South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) 
• South Australian Murray (SS11) 
• Marne-Saunders (SS12) 
• Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (EMLR) (SS13) 

Groundwater SDL Resource Units  

• Angas Bremer (GS1a) Quaternary Sediments 
• Angas Bremer (GS1b) Murray Group Limestone 
• Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (GS2) 
• Mallee (GS3a) Pliocene Sands 

http://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/
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• Mallee (GS3b) Murray Group Limestone 
• Mallee (GS3c) Renmark Group 
• Marne Saunders (GS4a) Fractured Rock 
• Marne Saunders (GS4b) Murray Group Limestone 
• Marne Saunders (GS4c) Renmark Group 
• Peake, Roby and Sherlock (GS5a) Unconfined 
• Peake, Roby and Sherlock (GS5b) Confined 
• SA Murray (GS6) 
• SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes (GS7). 

Stock and Domestic 

Stock and domestic take is generally unlicensed in South Australia and is authorised under section 100(5) of the 
Landscape Act.  All reported values for stock and domestic take (permitted or actual) in this report, other than 
the South Australian Murray (SS11), are represented by an estimated value.  In the South Australian Murray 
(SS11), the reported values for stock and domestic take represent licensed and unlicensed use.   

Licensed Use 

Water use data for licensed take is usually metered or estimated (for example, using crop estimates where a 
meter is broken for all or part of the year).  It is currently not possible to differentiate between all metered and 
estimated take within the South Australian licensing system, so licensed take is reported as a single figure.  
Estimated data is only a very small proportion of the overall use within any SDL resource unit.  A process to 
separate metered use from deemed or estimated use has been implemented as part of the development of 
South Australian water resource plans.  For 2020-21, some deemed use is included in the annual actual take 
figures for the SA Murray (SS11) and EMLR (SS13) surface water SDL resource units. 

Conjunctive Use 

There is some potential for the double accounting of take due to the conjunctive use of water for licensed and 
non-licensed purposes and the conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater resources in SDL resource 
units that contain prescribed areas.  In particular: 

• Extraction of groundwater into a surface water dam from where it is then used for consumptive 
purposes.  It is possible that all or part of a volume recorded against a groundwater allocation may also 
be subsequently recorded against a surface water allocation. 

• Non-licensed use, particularly for stock and domestic purposes, may be taken through the same meters 
used to record licensed use.   

In both cases, the volume double accounted is likely to be small.   

State-wide Authorisations for Prescribed Areas 

Several state-wide authorisations under section 105 of the Landscape Act authorise the take of water in 
prescribed water resource areas without a licence for a particular purpose specified in the notice provided by 
the Minister in the Gazette.  

The volumes of water used for these purposes are variable from year to year and are extremely small 
compared to the licensed and stock and domestic use in these areas.  The actual take for these purposes has 
not formally been quantified for every SDL resource unit.  The exception is for the SA Murray SDL resource unit, 
where the volume used has been estimated at less than 100 ML.   
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Surface Water Overview  

Unprescribed Areas 

The water resources within these areas are generally considered to be at a low risk from current or future 
development.  Development is generally low due to several factors, such as low water availability, high 
evaporation and high salinity.   

South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) 

The South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) is unprescribed and no licences have been issued, allocations 
have not been made and no trade is allowed.  No metering or estimation of actual water use is currently 
undertaken.  There are no environmental entitlements held in this SDL resource unit. 

Prescribed Areas with a Water Allocation Plan  

The water resources within these areas are under development pressure and require more active 
management.  Water licences are issued and WAPs have been developed to sustainably manage and monitor 
the available resources.  Licensed purposes generally include irrigation, industrial, intensive animal keeping, 
recreation and town water supply.   

The South Australian Murray (SS11) SDL resource unit is managed under the River Murray Prescribed 
Watercourse WAP, the Marne-Saunders (SS12) SDL resource unit is managed under the Marne-Saunders WAP 
and the EMLR (SS13) SDL resource unit is managed under the EMLR WAP. 

Each year, carryover is permitted under the Marne-Saunders WAP and the EMLR WAP.   

Within the South Australian Murray SDL resource unit, private carryover is made available to specified 
entitlement holders when criteria in the River Murray WAP are met.  Each April, the minimum opening 
allocation for the next water year is determined, based on information from the Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority (MDBA).  If this minimum opening allocation is less than or equal to 50%, private carryover will be 
made available for the next water year.  

Private carryover rules have recently been updated following community consultation – to allow excess 
volumes to be ‘rolled over’ if allocations plus carryover exceed 100 percent. Any volume that would take water 
accounts over 100 percent will effectively spill into a rollover account. This change applied from 1 July 2020. 

Private carryover was made available for 2020-21 and announced in April 2020. Carryover was not made 
available for the 2021-21 year, as announced in April 2021.  

Groundwater Overview 

Unprescribed areas 

The water resources within these areas are generally considered to be at a low risk from current or future 
development.  Development across these areas is generally low due to several factors such as low water 
availability, high evaporation and high salinity.   

SA Murray (GS6) 

The area is not prescribed so no licences have been issued, allocations made or trade allowed.  No metering or 
estimation of actual water use is currently undertaken.  There are no environmental entitlements in this SDL 
resource unit. 

Partially Prescribed Areas and Prescribed Areas with a Water Allocation Plan  

The water resources within these areas are under development pressure and require more active 
management.  Water licences are issued and WAPs developed to sustainably manage and monitor the available 
resources.  Licensed purposes generally include irrigation, industrial, intensive animal keeping, recreation and 
town water supply. 
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The South Australian groundwater SDL resource units are managed under the following WAPs: 

• Angas Bremer (GS1a and GS1b) and EMLR (GS2) – EMLR WAP 
• Mallee (GS3a, GS3b and GS3c) – Mallee WAP  
• Marne-Saunders (GS4a, GS4b and GS4c) – Marne-Saunders WAP 
• Peake-Roby-Sherlock (GS5a and GS5b) – Peake, Roby and Sherlock WAP. 

Carryover is permitted under the Angas Bremer (GS1), EMLR (GS2) and Marne-Saunders (GS4) WAPs only, in 
the relevant sub-SDL resource units where allocations are made. 

Aquifer Recharge 

Managed aquifer recharge is currently only undertaken within the Angas Bremer (GS1b) SDL resource unit.   

Recharge occurs using allocations from two surface water SDL resource units (SS11 and SS13), but it is currently 
not possible to identify the source unit of the water used.  The allocations are generally against irrigation 
licences and are not allocations specifically provided for aquifer recharge.  The allocation and use of this water 
are accounted for in the year of injection, within the SDL resource unit of injection.   

Aquifer recharged volumes are available for up to four years from the time of injection and this is reflected in 
annual allocations in subsequent years for this purpose.  To avoid double-accounting, the MDBA advised that 
any subsequent allocation and use should be excluded from both the method for annual permitted take and in 
the calculation of annual actual use. 

3. CAP COMPLIANCE 
The Cap on Diversions is established and managed under Schedule E of the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement 
(the Agreement) and is defined as a long-term limit on the volume of surface water that can be used for 
consumptive purposes in river valleys within the Murray-Darling Basin. 

Schedule E Requirements for South Australia 

There are four Cap valleys defined for South Australia under clause 7 of Schedule E, each with its own long-
term diversion Cap.  Compliance with a long-term diversion Cap occurs on an annual basis with respect to an 
annual diversion target.  Annual diversion targets are mainly derived from analytical models that represent 
water availability, climate and use. The average of the modelled annual diversion targets over the relevant 
climatic sequence is the long-term diversion Cap. 

Once calculated, the annual diversion targets are adjusted for permanent and temporary trade (as permitted), 
allocation levels, private carryover and to account for those entitlements where the purpose of use has 
changed from consumptive to environmental (a requirement introduced subsequent to the setting of the long-
term diversion Caps).  The latter adjustment for held environmental water (HEW) is undertaken using a scaling 
approach agreed with the MDBA.  Cap compliance is then assessed through comparison of the final target with 
the actual diversions for consumptive purposes that occurred in that year. 

Metropolitan Adelaide and Associated Country Areas 

The Metropolitan Adelaide and Associated Country Areas long-term diversion Cap (Metropolitan Adelaide Cap) 
covers diversions for water supply purposes delivered to Metropolitan Adelaide and associated country areas 
through the Swan Reach-Stockwell, Mannum-Adelaide and Murray Bridge-Onkaparinga pipeline systems. 

Schedule E applies the following limits and conditions on diversions from the Metropolitan Adelaide Cap valley: 

• Limit is 650 GL over any period of five consecutive years [clause 7(1)(a)]; and 

• No part of any Entitlement created in South Australia with respect to this Cap can be used, or 
transferred for use, for any purpose other than use in Metropolitan Adelaide and associated country 
areas [clause 7(2)(a)], unless the Ministerial Council determines otherwise. 
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To facilitate the Water for Fodder program, Ministerial Council authorised trade from the Metropolitan 
Adelaide Cap valley for a period of four (4) years, effective from 30 November 2020.  The annual diversion 
target has been adjusted to account for trade out of this valley. 

The annual diversion target is calculated as 650 GL minus the sum of diversions of the preceding four years. 

Lower Murray Swamps 

The Lower Murray Swamps (LMS) diversion Cap covers diversions within the Lower Murray Reclaimed Irrigation 
Area (LMRIA).  The LMRIA is located between the townships of Mannum and Wellington.  The area was 
formerly a series of wetlands that were permanently connected to the River Murray but were reclaimed for 
irrigation in the early 1900s.  The area has historically been used for dairy farming. 

Schedule E applies the following limits and conditions on diversions from the LMS Cap valley: 

• Annual maximum of 94.2 GL per year [clause 7(1)(b)]; and 

• At least 22.2 GL of diversions are reserved for land management purposes and are not transferrable 
[clause 7(2)]. 

No Cap model is required as the annual diversion target is a fixed volumetric limit (94.2 GL) that is adjusted for 
Entitlement trade (permanent trade), allocation trade (temporary trade) and for held environmental water. 

Country Towns 

The Country Towns Cap covers diversions for South Australian Country Towns not covered by the Metropolitan 
Adelaide Cap.  This includes towns adjacent to the River Murray as well as many in the mid-north, upper South 
East and on the Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas. 

Schedule E limits diversions from the Country Towns Cap valley to an annual maximum of 50 GL per year 
[clause 7(1)(c)]. 

No Cap model is required as the annual diversion target is a fixed volumetric limit (50 GL) that is adjusted for 
allocation trade (temporary trade) and for held environmental water. 

All Other Purposes 

The All Other Purposes (AOP) Cap covers all other metered River Murray water extractions that are not covered 
under the Metropolitan Adelaide, Lower Murray Swamps and Country Towns Caps.  Use includes irrigation, 
stock and domestic, recreation and industrial. 

Schedule E limits diversions from the AOP Cap valley to a long-term average of 449.9 GL per year [clause 
7(1)(d)].  The annual diversion target is determined using an accredited regression model for this valley, in 
accordance with Schedule E, clause 11(3).  The target is then adjusted for Entitlement trade (permanent trade), 
allocation trade (temporary trade) and for held environmental water. 

Assessment of Cap Compliance 

The assessment of Cap compliance is shown in the table below.   

Cap Valley 2020-21 Annual Cap Target (GL) 2020-21 Annual Diversion (GL) 

Metropolitan Adelaide 233.269 131.406 

Lower Murray Swamps 28.042 17.959 

Country Towns 41.383 41.079 

All Other Purposes 412.918 433.129 

Total 715.612 623.573 

At the start of 2020-21, the available Cap credits for the AOP Cap valley were in excess of 974 GL.  As such, this 
valley remains compliant with the long-term Cap.  
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4. SECTION 71 REPORT 
Permitted take [s71(1)(b)] 

South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) 

As defined in the SA Murray Region water resource plan that was accredited on the 20 August 2019 the annual 
permitted take is represented as a “fixed annual limit” that is equal to the SDL.  The permitted take for the 
South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) is fixed at 55,200 ML. 

South Australian Murray (SS11) 

A value of 635,360 ML has been determined as the permitted take for 2020-21 for the SA Murray SDL resource 
unit, which consists of: 

1. Metropolitan Adelaide = 135,323 ML 

2. Irrigation1 = 452,592 ML 

3. Country Towns = 41,383 ML 

4. Basic Rights = 6,062 ML. 

Marne-Saunders (SS12) 

The permitted take for the Marne-Saunders is calculated as: 

Permitted take = Modelled watercourse and dam extractions (WRP model) 

+ farm dam losses (WRP model) + commercial forestry (BDL estimate) 

The permitted take for 2020-21 is 1,942 ML comprising: 

1. Take from watercourses = 73 ML 

2. Take from farm dams = 1,769 ML 

a) Dam extractions = 1,107 ML 

b) Dam losses = 662 ML (WRP model) 

3. Net take by commercial forestry = 100 ML (BDL estimate). 

Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (SS13) 

The permitted take for 2020-21 for the EMLR is calculated as: 

Permitted take = Modelled watercourse and dam extractions (WRP model)  

+ farm dam losses (WRP model) + commercial forestry (BDL estimate) 

The permitted take for 2020-21 is 27,201 ML comprising: 

1. Take from watercourses = 9,396 ML (WRP model) 

2. Take from farm dams = 14,614 ML 

a) Dam extractions = 10,941 ML (WRP model) 

b) Dam losses =  3,673 ML (WRP model) 

3. Net take by commercial forestry = 3,191 ML (BDL estimate). 

 
1 This includes approximately 13.9 GL for non-irrigation consumptive purposes including stock, domestic and industrial. 
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Angas Bremer (GS1a & GS1b) 

The permitted take for the Angas Bremer (Quaternary Sediments) (GS1a) aquifer is a fixed annual limit of 
250 ML. 

The permitted take for the Angas Bremer (Murray Group Limestone) (GS1b) is a fixed annual limit equal to the 
SDL of 6,570 ML (6,494 ML licensed take and 76 ML under basic rights). 

Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (GS2) 

The permitted take for the EMLR SDL resource unit is a fixed annual limit equal to the SDL of 38,500 ML 
(37,800 ML licenced take and 700 ML take under basic rights). 

Mallee (GS3a, GS3b and GS3c)  

The permitted take for the Mallee (Pliocene Sands) (GS3a) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the SDL of 
41,400 ML.   

The permitted take for the Mallee (Murray Group Limestone) (GS3b) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the 
revised SDL of 63,600 ML.  This has the following components: 

1. WAP limit = 61,3122 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 2,278 ML (BDL estimate) 

The permitted take for the Mallee (Renmark Group) (GS3c) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the SDL of 
2,000 ML.  

Marne-Saunders (GS4a, GS4b and GS4c) 

The permitted take for the Marne-Saunders (Fractured Rock) (GS4a) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the 
SDL of 2,090 ML (2,000 ML licenced take and 90 ML take under basic rights).  

The permitted take for the Marne-Saunders (Murray Group Limestone) (GS4b) aquifer is a fixed annual limit of 
2,340 ML (2,160 ML licenced take and 180 ML take under basic rights). 

The permitted take from the Marne-Saunders (Renmark Group) (GS4c) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to 
the SDL of 500 ML.  

Peake-Roby-Sherlock (GS5a and GS5b) 

The permitted take for the Peake-Roby-Sherlock (unconfined) (GS5a) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the 
SDL of 3,410 ML (3,220 ML licenced take and 190 ML take under basic rights).  

The permitted take for the Peake-Roby-Sherlock (confined) (GS5b) aquifer is a fixed annual limit equal to the 
SDL of 2,580 ML (2,170 ML licenced take and 410 ML GL take under basic rights).  

SA Murray (GS6) 

The annual permitted take for the SA Murray (GS6) is a fixed annual limit equal to the SDL of 64,800 ML. 

SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes (GS7)   

The SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes SDL resource unit incorporates the River Murray floodplain and 
adjacent areas, extending west from the South Australian – Victorian border to the east of Morgan.  Parts of 
this SDL resource unit are contained in the Designated Area defined under the Groundwater (Border 
Agreement) Act 1985 (SA). The area is not prescribed. 

The annual permitted take for the SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes is a fixed annual limit equal to the SDL 
of 28,600 ML.   
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Actual take [s 71(1)(c)] 

South Australian Non-Prescribed Areas (SS10) 

Actual water use is not currently metered or estimated.  The best estimate of the actual take is 23,342 ML in 
accordance with the method outlined in the SA Murray Region WRP.   

South Australian Murray (SS11) 

Water use data for licensed take in the South Australian Murray SDL resource unit is a combination of metered 
and estimated (using crop estimates) data.  Actual take for 2020-21 was 629,635 ML and comprised: 

1. Metropolitan Adelaide = 131,406 ML 

2. Irrigation2 = 451,088 ML 

3. Country Towns = 41,079 ML 

4. Basic Rights = 6,062 ML 

Marne-Saunders (SS12) 

Water use data for licensed take in the Marne-Saunders SDL resource unit is a combination of metered, 
estimated (using crop estimates) and modelled data. 

Actual take for 2020-21 was 1,445 ML and comprised: 

1. Take from watercourses = 8 ML 

2. Take from farm dams = 1,337 ML 

a. Dam extractions = 675 ML (stock, domestic and irrigation from commercial farm dams) 

b. Dam losses = 662 ML (WRP modelled estimate) 

3. Commercial plantations = 100 ML (BDL estimate) 

Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (SS13) 

The actual annual take for licensed purposes in the EMLR SDL resource unit comprises metered (dam and 
watercourse extractions), modelled (floodplain diversions and dam losses) and BDL estimates (stock and 
domestic and commercial forestry take). 

Actual take for 2020-21 was 18,076 ML and comprises: 

1. Take from watercourses = 4,116 ML (including 2,862 ML of modelled floodplain diversions) 

2. Take from runoff dams = 10,769 ML 

a. Dam extractions = 7,096 ML (stock, domestic and irrigation from commercial farm dams) 

b. Dam losses = 3,673 ML (WRP modelled estimate) 

3. Net take by commercial forestry = 3,191 ML (BDL estimate) 

Angas Bremer (GS1a and GS1b) 

There was no take from the Angas Bremer (Quaternary Sediments) (GS1a) aquifer. 

Water use data for licensed take from the Angas Bremer (Murray-Group Limestone) (GS1b) aquifer is a 
combination of metered and estimated (using crop estimates) data.  Estimates are provided for non-licensed 
take (same values as for permitted take). 

 
2 This includes approximately 13.9 GL for non-irrigation consumptive purposes including stock, domestic and industrial. 
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Water use from the Angas Bremer (Murray Group Limestone) (GS1b) aquifer of 992 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 916 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 76 ML (BDL estimate). 

Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (GS2) 

Water use data for licensed take from the EMLR SDL resource unit is a combination of metered and estimated 
(using crop estimates) data.  Estimates are provided for non-licensed take (same values as for permitted take). 

Water use of 10,187 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 8,004 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 700 ML (BDL estimate) 

3. Net take by commercial plantations = 1,483 ML (BDL estimate). 

Mallee (GS3a, GS3b and GS3c)  

Water use data for licensed take from the Mallee (Murray Group Limestone) (GS3b) aquifer is a combination of 
metered and estimated (using crop estimates) data.  Estimates are provided for non-licensed take (same values 
as for permitted take).  

Water use of 36,567 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 34,289 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 2,278 ML (BDL estimate). 

There was no take from the Mallee (Pliocene Sands) (GS3a) and Mallee (Renmark Group) (GS3c) aquifers. 

Marne-Saunders (GS4a, GS4b and GS4c) 

Water use data for licensed take from the Marne-Saunders (Fractured Rock (GS4a) and Murray Group 
Limestone (GS4b)) aquifers is a combination of metered and estimated (using crop estimates) data.  Estimates 
are provided for non-licensed take (same values as for permitted take).  

Water use from the Marne-Saunders (Fractured Rock) (GS4a) aquifer of 537 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 443 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 94 ML (BDL estimate). 

Water use from the Marne–Saunders (Murray Group Limestone) (GS4b) aquifer of 1,140 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 964 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 176 ML (BDL estimate.) 

There is no take from the Marne-Saunders (Renmark Group) (GS4c) aquifer.      

Peake-Roby-Sherlock (GS5a and GS5b) 

Water use data for licensed take from the Peake-Roby-Sherlock (unconfined) (GS5a) and Peake-Roby-Sherlock 
(confined) (GS5b) aquifers is a combination of metered and estimated (using crop estimates) data.  Estimates 
are provided for non-licensed take (same values as for permitted take).  

Water use from the Peak-Roby Sherlock (Unconfined) (GS5a) aquifer of 190 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 0 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 190 ML (BDL estimate). 
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Water use from the Peake-Roby Sherlock (Confined) (GS5b) aquifer of 890 ML comprises: 

1. Groundwater take (water access right) = 480 ML 

2. Stock and domestic = 410 ML (BDL estimate). 

SA Murray (GS6) 

The best estimate of the annual actual take from the SA Murray SDL resource unit is the BDL of 1,800 ML.   

SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes (GS7)   

All take from salt interceptions schemes is metered.  The total use for 2020-21 was 12,375 ML. 

Water allocations [s71(1)(d)] 

South Australian Murray (SS11) 

For the 2020-21 water year, there was a 100 percent allocation against water access rights (excluding those for 
Metropolitan Adelaide) under the Water Allocation Plan for the River Murray Prescribed Water Course. An 
allocation of 102% was provided for Metropolitan Adelaide, consistent with the Water Allocation Plan and 
Schedule E, but noting that this use is subject to a long run average limit of 100 GL per annum.  

Marne-Saunders (SS12), Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (SS13) 

For the 2020-21 water year, there was a 100 percent allocation against water access rights.   

Angas Bremer (Murray Group Limestone) (GS1b), Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (GS2), Mallee (Murray Group 
Limestone) (GS3b), Marne Saunders (Fractured Rock) (GS4a), Marne Saunders (Murray Group Limestone) 
(GS4b) and Peake Roby Sherlock (Unconfined and Confined) (GS5a and GS5b)  

For the 2020-21 water year there was a 100 percent allocation against water access rights. 

Angas Bremer (Quaternary Sediments) (GS1a), Mallee (Pliocene Sands) (GS3a), Mallee (Renmark Group) (GS3c), 
Marne Saunders (Renmark Group) (GS4c) and SA Murray Salt Interception Schemes (GS7) 

For the 2020-21 water year there were no entitlements held so no allocations were made. 

Other decisions that permit water to be taken [s71(1)(e)] 

Allocation decisions are not normally made outside of a WAP, unless specific circumstances occur (such as 
drought) and / or additional authorisations are made under Section 105 of the Landscape Act.  No new 
decisions outside of any WAPs permitted water to be taken in 2020-21. 

Trade details [s71(1)(f)] 

South Australian Murray (SS11) 

All water access entitlements and allocations can be traded within the SDL resource unit and water allocations 
interstate within the Murray-Darling Basin as enabled by Schedule D of the Agreement, except for entitlements 
issued for environmental land management in the Lower Murray Swamps. 

Marne-Saunders (SS12) and Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (SS13) 

Trade is permitted under the Marne-Saunders WAP and the EMLR WAP, but within the SDL resource units only. 

Angas Bremer (GS1a and GS1b), Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges (GS2), Mallee (GS3b), Marne Saunders (GS4a, 
GS4b and GS4c) and Peake Roby Sherlock (GS5a and GS5b) 

Trade is only permitted within the aggregated individual SDL resource unit. 
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL WATER – HELD AND PLANNED 
There are now large volumes of South Australian entitlements held for environmental purposes, as well as 
environmental allocations issued in New South Wales and Victoria that are delivered and used in South 
Australia.   

At the start of 2020-21, there were 252,681 ML of held environmental water entitlements in South Australia. 

During 2020-21: 

• 543,386 ML of environmental allocations from interstate were traded to South Australia from the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, the Victorian Environmental Water Holder and The 
Living Murray Program; 

• 13,596 ML of South Australian consumptive allocations were used for environmental purposes; 

• 809,102 ML of allocations were used for environmental purposes; and 

• 2,475,939.45 ML of planned environmental water was available in the River Murray in South Australia.  
This included 461,664 ML of unregulated flow and 177,370 ML of NSW-held environmental water from 
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. 

5. PROGRESS ON WATER REFORM 
Please refer to South Australia’s 2020-21 Basin Plan Annual Report submitted to the Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources which reports against the milestones set out in Schedule A of the National Partnership 
Agreement on Implementing Water Reform in the Murray-Darling Basin. 


