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River Murray Weekly Report 
For the week ending Wednesday, 3 June 2020 

Trim Ref: D20/18291 

May 2020 summary 
For the month of May 2020, the area-average rainfall for the Murray-Darling Basin as reported by the Bureau of 
Meteorology (BoM) was 21.1 mm. This is 50% below the Basin’s long-term average for May. Rainfall deciles were 
mixed across the Basin (Map 1). While much of the Basin received average rainfall, large areas of western New 
South Wales, north-western Victoria and parts of the Victorian upper Murray catchment recorded below average 
rainfall with a small pocket in the north central part of NSW recording very much below average rainfall for May. 

Despite recording below average to average rainfall in the upper Murray catchment, River Murray system inflows 
for May 2020 were well above average, reaching around 810 GL (10% AEP) compared with the long-term average 
inflow for May of 429 GL. This was the highest monthly inflow volume for the 2019-20 water year and the highest 
May total since 1989. The higher than average inflow volume for May was the result of a large rainfall event over 
the upper catchments in late April, which fell on catchments that had been primed with smaller rain events through 
March and early April.   

 
Map 1 – Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles for May 2020 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
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The BoM reports that the mean temperature in May 2020 for the whole of Australia was 0.62 °C cooler than 
average. Across the Murray-Darling Basin, maximum and minimum temperatures were average to below average 
(Map 2 & 3). 

      
Map 2 & 3 – Maximum and minimum temperature deciles for May 2020 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology)  

 
2019-20 Water Year Summary 
The beginning of June marks the end of the 2019-20 ‘MDBA water year’ and the start of the 2020-21 water year for 
the River Murray system. While this is one month earlier than the states’ water year, the MDBA operations water 
year was designed to align with the commencement of the winter-spring period when tributary inflows increase, 
and headwater storages begin to be replenished. This allows the MDBA to report on system inflows, demands and 
storage levels across a 12-month period in a way that best matches the systems hydrological and demand cycle. An 
overview of the rainfall, temperature, inflows and water in storage for 2019-20 is provided below. 

Rainfall summary for 2019-20 
For the whole water year of 2019-20, rainfall across the Basin was average to very much below average (Map 4). Of 
particular note was the lack of rainfall across much of the Basin for winter and spring of 2019, including the north-
eastern part of the Basin recording the lowest rainfall on record (Map 5). Whilst conditions improved for summer 
and autumn, when average to above average rainfall was recorded across much of the Basin, the rainfall totals were 
relatively small (Map 6). 

Looking further back, 2019-20 was the third consecutive dry year for the Basin as a whole (Map 7). More details 
regarding this extended dry period can be found in on the BoM’s drought portal. 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/#tabs=Drought
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Map 4 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles from 1 June 2019 – 31 May 2020 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
 

  
Map 5 – Winter-spring rainfall deciles for 2019                        Map 6 – Summer-autumn rainfall deciles for 2019-20 
(Source: Bureau of Meteorology)    (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
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Map 7 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles for the three-year period 1 June 2017 to 31 May 2020 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage


River Murray Weekly Report 

 

  Subscribe to the River Murray Weekly Report   River Data website   Water in Storages 

Temperature summary for 2019-20 
Mean temperatures across the southern Basin were average to above average for the 2019-20 water year, while in 
the northern Basin mean temperatures were warmer, in the realm of above to very much above average (Map 8). 

 
Map 8 - Temperature deciles for Australia from 1 June 2019 – 31 May 2020 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

Inflow summary for 2019-20 
River Murray System inflows (not including releases from Snowy Hydro, IVT deliveries, managed environmental 
deliveries from tributaries or inflows to the Menindee Lakes) during the 2019–20 water year were approximately 
3,810 GL (Figure 1, next page). This is well below the long-term median (of around 7,320 GL) and is in the driest 12% 
of years on record. Whilst inflows from June 2019 to March 2020 were in the lowest 10% of years on record, the 
increase in rainfall through March and a significant rain event in late April resulted in inflows in May reaching 
810 GL. This volume contributed 20% of the total inflows recorded in 2019-20 and resulted in the wettest 10% of 
May inflows on record.  

Inflows to Menindee Lakes recommenced in March 2020 following a series of significant rainfall events in the 
northern Basin. By the end of May, a total of around 530 GL had been received into the lakes putting inflows in 
2019–20 in the driest 40% of years on record. By comparison, the long-term median inflow to Menindee Lakes is 
around 800 GL. As the lakes remained below the shared trigger of 640 GL, these inflows are not considered part of 
the shared River Murray resource and therefore the MDBA cannot call on water stored in the lakes.   

Active storage for 2019-20 
MDBA active storage on 1 June 2019 was 3,019 GL, around 2,000 GL less than the long-term average for this time of 
year (Figure 2, next page). Of this volume, 82 % was held in Dartmouth Reservoir, 16% in Hume Reservoir and 8% in 
Lake Victoria. The active storage peaked at 3,955 GL at the start of September 2019 before reducing to a low of 
2,219 GL by the start of April 2020. By autumn, following the rain and inflows, active storage increased reaching 
2,939 GL by the end of May 2020 (Figure 2), with 66 % held in Dartmouth Reservoir, 27% in Hume Reservoir and 
13% in Lake Victoria. 

With Menindee Lakes remaining within NSW control, water in the lakes is not included in active storage volumes.  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
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Figure 1 - River Murray system inflows—water year totals (to end May) since 1892. Inflows exclude Snowy Hydro inflows, IVT 
delivery, managed environmental inflows and inflows to the Menindee Lakes. 

 
Figure 2 – MDBA active storage, June 2005 to present. This graph shows the sum of active storage in Dartmouth and Hume 
Reservoirs, Lake Victoria and the Menindee Lakes. Menindee Lakes only contributes to MDBA active storage when the storage 
volume is available as a shared resource.  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
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Early Outlook for 2020-21 
As at 28 May 2020, the BoM is indicating a higher likelihood of wetter than average conditions over winter. 
However, it is important to note that historically, the skill level for seasonal outlooks for the Basin during autumn is 
relatively low. 

Currently Australia’s most significant climate drivers for rainfall and temperature patterns through winter and 
spring, the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) remain neutral. Climate models 
suggest ENSO is likely to remain neutral over winter, whilst the IOD is likely to move into a negative phase. Typically, 
a negative IOD correlates with above average rainfall across much of southern Australia during winter and spring. 

Compared to this time last year, Dartmouth and Hume Reservoirs are storing similar amounts of water across the 
two storages, with Dartmouth currently at 51% capacity (compared with 64% last year) and Hume at 27% capacity 
(compared with 17% last year). For Lake Victoria, the end of year storage volume of 62% capacity (compared with 
36% last year) combined with BoM’s wetter rainfall outlook suggest there is an increased likelihood of Lake Victoria 
filling during the coming winter-spring period reducing the need to transfer water between Hume and Lake Victoria 
over winter and into spring. 

With the volume in Menindee Lakes below 640 GL (the trigger level at which Menindee resource is shared with the 
Murray), water stored in the lakes is currently not available to the MDBA to call to help in meeting River Murray 
System demands into the coming 2020-21 water year.  

State resource managers determine allocations and have each published outlooks for 2020-21 state allocations. 
Information is available on the South Australian, Victorian and NSW Murrumbidgee and NSW Murray and lower 
darling websites. 

 
Photo 1 – View upstream of Hume Dam (Image courtesy Tom Zouch - MDBA) 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/rainfall/summary
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/water-allocation-and-trade/water-allocations-and-announcements
https://nvrm.net.au/outlooks/current-outlook
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/allocations-availability/allocations/outlook-forecasts-updates
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/301392/WAS-Murrumbidgee-202000515.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/301393/Was-Murray-20200515.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/301393/Was-Murray-20200515.pdf
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Rainfall and inflows for the week ending 3rd June 
Light to moderate falls were recorded across the southern Murray-Darling Basin this week. Highest rainfall totals 
occurred in Victoria in the Ovens and Goulburn catchments (Map 9), 54 mm fell at Merton (Goulburn catchment), 
while 35 mm was recorded at Mt Buffalo (Ovens catchment). Further north in NSW, 20 mm was recorded in 
Tumbarumba. In South Australia, the Lower Lakes and Coorong area received moderate totals, including 19 mm at 
Meningie. 

 
Map 9 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall totals for week ending 3 June (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

Across the Upper Murray, Kiewa and Ovens catchments, small streamflow responses following rain were observed. 
The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) is currently forecasting no significant rainfall in the 8-day rainfall outlook.  

Specific information about flows at key locations can be found at the MDBA’s River Murray data webpage. Up-to-
date river data for sites in the upper Murray can also be found on BoM’s website and in the Murray River Basin 
Daily River Report at the WaterNSW website. 

 
 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/watl/rainfall/pme.jsp
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/system-view
http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/wrap_fwo.pl?IDV60151.html
https://realtimedata.waternsw.com.au/water.stm
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River operations 

 

River operations and the COVID-19 virus 
The MDBA is continuing to work with government partners and stakeholders during this challenging time. In 
response to the impact of COVID-19, the MDBA has enacted business continuity arrangements to ensure the 
continued operation of our business functions. River operations have been identified as a priority in this time as 
running the river is essential to supporting irrigation supply to agricultural industries. 

We hope all our community members remain safe at this time. We encourage all river users to evaluate plans 
against government advice, social distancing and travel, and to support actions to limit the spread of COVID-19. 

Water quality impacts 
Bushfire impacts - The MDBA and State Constructing Authorities are continuing to monitor water quality in areas 
affected by the summer bushfires in the upper Murray catchment, particularly following rainfall events. Mobilised 
ash and sediment have been observed in Lake Hume. 

Risks to water quality remain from ash and sediment washing into the lake from bushfire affected areas. Re-growth 
of vegetation in less severely burnt areas is helping to reduce this risk through soil stabilisation. This process will 
take time and it is still possible that further fish deaths may result from poor water quality, particularly following 
intense rainfall. 

For information on current water quality and any impacts to your water supply, contact your retail water supplier. 

There are currently no red alerts for blue-green algae in the River Murray system. However, a number of amber 
alerts remain current along the river. It is important that water users regularly keep up to date with algal alerts, 
notices and health warnings. This information is available through Goulburn-Murray Water and WaterNSW. 

River operations 
Over the past week, MDBA total active storage (Dartmouth, Hume and Lake Victoria) increased by 87 GL to 2,999 GL 
(36% capacity). Tributary inflows received downstream of Hume Dam are currently arriving at Lake Victoria, which 
will see Lake Victoria storage continue to rise over the coming month.  

At Dartmouth Reservoir, the storage increased by 5 GL to 1,948 GL (51% capacity). The release from Dartmouth, 
measured at Colemans, has been targeting 1,200 ML/day over the past week for electricity generation. Generation 
ceased Wednesday morning and flows are now back to the minimum flow target of 200 ML/day. 

At Hume Reservoir (Photo 1), the storage increased by 74 GL to 825 GL (27% capacity). There are currently 
sufficient tributary inflows downstream of Hume to meet downstream flow requirements, which means that the 
release from Hume is continuing at the minimum release of 600 ML/day. These low releases are being passed 
through the storage’s cone valves, producing the white plume of water in Photo 2 (next page). 

At Lake Mulwala, the pool level is currently 124.75 m AHD, which is within the normal operating range between 
124.6 and 124.9 m AHD. At Yarrawonga Weir, the release reduced to around 5,000 ML/day and is expected to ease 
further over the coming week depending on rainfall and tributary inflow upstream of the weir. 

This week, flow through the Edward River offtake remained steady, averaging 1,080 ML/day, while flow through 
the Gulpa Creek offtake fell to 170 ML/day. Flow through these offtakes may reduce further as flows in the River 
Murray recede over the coming weeks. Downstream on the Edward River, around 5 GL was released from Murray 
Irrigation Limited (MIL) infrastructure through the Edward Escape as irrigation channels are de-watered for the 
winter period. At Stevens Weir, the downstream flow reduced from 2,200 ML/day to the current rate of 
950 ML/day. 

• Minimum releases from Hume Dam continue as tributary inflows meet downstream requirements 
• Torrumbarry Weir pool partial lowering commenced as part of the weir pool variability program 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/coronavirus/food-agriculture
https://www.g-mwater.com.au/news/bga
https://www.waternsw.com.au/water-quality/algae
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/dartmouth-dam
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/colemans
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/hume-dam
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/yarrawonga-weir-upstream
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Photo 2 – View downstream of Hume Dam (Image courtesy Tom Zouch - MDBA) 

Back on the River Murray, the flow at Barmah continued to recede from 5,900 ML/day to the current rate near 
4,400 ML/day. The flow is expected to continue to fall away over the coming week. Inflows from the Broken Creek, 
measured at Rice’s Weir, fluctuated throughout the week in response to rainfall and are currently around 
50 ML/day.  

In the Goulburn River, the flow, measured at McCoys Bridge, fell steadily over the week to the current rate of 
around 1,400 ML/day. Further upstream on the Goulburn, the Waranga Basin is now at its winter target level. This 
means inflows to Goulburn weir will be passing downstream to the Murray over the coming months. Following 
rainfall in the Goulburn catchment over the weekend, flows upstream of Goulburn Weir have increased, and this 
higher flow is expected to reach McCoys Bridge early next week. 

Delivery of Goulburn Valley IVT is not currently required to meet Murray system demands. Information regarding 
opportunities for allocation trade between the Goulburn and Murray Valleys is available at the Victorian water 
register website. 

Diversions to National Channel from the Torrumbarry Weir pool remained steady this week, targeting around 
300 ML/day. Whilst diversions for irrigation have now ceased, water is expected to continue to be diverted near this 
rate over coming weeks to maintain baseflows in the Gunbower Creek. The lowering of the Torrumbarry Weir pool 
has commenced, with the pool to be lowered 2 cm per day to a target of 30 cm below the Full Supply Level (FSL) of 
86.05 m AHD. Once the target has been reached, the pool will continue to be varied between 20-30 cm below FSL 
over the coming months as part of the weir pool variability program. Varying pool levels helps restore a more 
natural wetting and drying cycle to riverbanks and adjacent wetlands within the influence of the weir pool. The 
release from Torrumbarry Weir fell to the current rate near 6,200 ML/day and is expected to fall further over the 
coming week before an increase driven by flows out of the Goulburn River. 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
http://waterregister.vic.gov.au/water-trading/allocation-trading#AllocationTradeOpportunities
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/national-channel-ds-torrumbarry-headworks
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/torrumbarry-weir-lock-26
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Inflow from the Murrumbidgee River, measured at Balranald, averaged around 560 ML/day this week. The 
Murrumbidgee IVT balance is open for trade from the Murrumbidgee to the Murray, while trade from the Murray 
to the Murrumbidgee is closed. There is 99.2 GL available in the Murrumbidgee to Murray balance. 

At Euston, the weir pool level is targeting around 30 cm below FSL and will vary within the range of 20-30 cm below 
FSL over the coming months as part of the weir pool variability program. The downstream release averaged around 
12,840 ML/day this week and is expected to ease in the coming days but will remain relatively high over the coming 
week.  

This week the Menindee Lakes storage increased by 6 GL to 476 GL (27% capacity). WaterNSW has been providing 
regular updates on the streamflow response in the Barwon-Darling system. Upstream from the storage, flows at 
Bourke have continued to recede to the current level of 550 ML/day. These flows will continue to recede without 
further rainfall upstream. Based on current inflows and releases, the Menindee Lakes are forecast to reach around 
480 GL, with a total forecast inflow volume of around 570 GL to 585 GL since flows into the lakes recommenced. 
The balance of this inflow in comparison to storage volume results from the water released to recommence flows in 
the lower Darling and the losses to seepage and evaporation as water spreads across previously dry lake beds. 
WaterNSW is continuing to closely monitor inflows and storage volumes. WaterNSW has wound back the transfer of 
water from Lake Wetherell to Lake Pamamaroo (now storing around 317 GL) as the two lakes reach parity in level. 
The downstream release measured at Weir 32 averaged 250 ML/day over the past week.  

Despite recent rainfall and streamflow responses, in many parts of NSW drought conditions persist with extensive 
water restrictions still in place. Links to drought services and assistance can be also accessed via the MDBA drought 
webpage. 

At Wentworth Weir, the weir pool level will target around FSL (30.80 m AHD) but is expected to vary 10 cm above 
and below this level as part of normal operations. River users are advised to adjust their activities, pumps and 
moorings to accommodate any changes in weir pool level. The downstream release was relatively steady this week, 
averaging around 12,100 ML/day, and is expected to recede over the coming week. 

At Lock 9, the pool level remains surcharged to maximise the inflow of water into Lake Victoria. Around 
8,700 ML/day is currently being diverted with all inlet gates to the lake fully open. At Lake Victoria, the storage 
volume increased by 9 GL to 420 GL (62% capacity). Readers will note that there has been little improvement in the 
Lake Victoria level compared to last week, despite continued high flows at the inlet regulator. This is due to the 
correction of an equipment error within the lake that meant there was an over-reading of the storage level by 
20cm. The storage will continue to rise over June as the high river flows in the lower Murray are captured in the 
lake. 

The flow to South Australia decreased this week to around 3,500 ML/day to deliver the June Entitlement and 
includes small volumes of environmental water. For more information on South Australia’s Entitlement flow, see 
the South Australian Department for Environment and Water’s latest River Murray flow report. 

The Lower Lakes 5-day average water level is currently 0.61 m AHD. Releases have continued through fishways, 
with opportunistic releases through Tauwitchere barrage when tide and wind conditions permit. For information on 
barrage releases see the South Australian Department for Environment and Water Weekly River Murray Flow 
Report. 

For media inquiries contact the Media Officer on 02 6279 0141 

ANDREW REYNOLDS 
Executive Director, River Management 

  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/balranald-weir-downstream
https://www.waternsw.com.au/customer-service/ordering-trading-and-pricing/trading/murrumbidgee
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/euston-weir-upstream
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/euston-weir-downstream
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/menindee-lakes-combined-storage
https://www.waternsw.com.au/supply/regional-nsw/operations-updates
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/allocations-availability/temporary-water-restrictions
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/drought-murray-darling-basin
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/drought-murray-darling-basin
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/flow-south-australia-calculated
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/River-Murray/SitePages/2020%20Flow%20Reports.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/River-Murray/SitePages/River%20Murray%20Flow%20Reports.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/River-Murray/SitePages/River%20Murray%20Flow%20Reports.aspx
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Water in Storage                                                                                Week ending Wednesday 03 Jun 2020 

MDBA Storages 
Full 

Supply 
Level 

Full 
Supply 
Volume 

Current 
Storage 

Level 
Current  Storage Dead 

Storage 
Active 

Storage 

Change in Total 
Storage for the 

Week 
  (m AHD) (GL) (m AHD) (GL) % (GL) (GL) (GL) 

Dartmouth Reservoir 486.00  3 856   450.78 1 948 51% 71 1 877 +5 
Hume Reservoir 192.00  3 005   177.13  825 27% 23  802 +74 
Lake Victoria 27.00   677   24.73  420 62% 100  320 +9 
Menindee Lakes    1 731*    476 27% (- -) #  0 +6 
Total    9 269     3 669 40% - - 2 999 +93 
Total Active MDBA Storage             36% ^   
                  
Major State Storages        

Burrinjuck Reservoir   1 026    426 42%  3  423 +0 
Blowering Reservoir   1 631    823 50%  24  799 +1 
Eildon Reservoir   3 334   1 482 44%  100 1 382 +23 

* Menindee surcharge capacity – 2050 GL                             ** All Data is rounded to nearest GL **                                                  
#  NSW has sole access to water when the storage falls below 480 GL. MDBA regains access to water when the storage next reaches 640 GL. 
^ % of total active MDBA storage                                            

Snowy Mountains Scheme                                               Snowy diversions for week ending 02 Jun 2020  
Storage  Active Storage (GL) Weekly Change (GL) Diversion (GL) This Week From 1 May 2020 
Lake Eucumbene - Total  933 -9 Snowy-Murray +29  135 
Snowy-Murray Component - n/a Tooma-Tumut +5  41 
Target Storage 1 240   Net Diversion 24  94 
      Murray 1 Release +45  183 

Major Diversions from Murray and Lower Darling (GL) * 
New South Wales This Week From 1 July 2019 Victoria This Week From 1 July 2019 
Murray Irrig. Ltd (Net) -4.1 132 Yarrawonga Main Channel (net) 0 127 
Wakool Sys Allowance 0.0 54 Torrumbarry System + Nyah (net) 0.1 290 
Western Murray Irrigation 0.1 24 Sunraysia Pumped Districts 0.7 108 
Licensed Pumps 0.6 131 Licensed pumps - GMW (Nyah+u/s) 0.6 28 
Lower Darling 0.1 1 Licensed pumps - LMW 1.3 385 
TOTAL -3.3 342 TOTAL 2.7 938 

* Figures are derived from actual and estimates where data is unavailable. Please note that not all data may have been available at the time of creating 
this report. ** All data above is rounded to nearest 100 ML for weekly data and nearest GL for cumulative data 

Flow to South Australia (GL) 
* Flow to SA will be greater than normal entitlement for 
this month due to environmental flows. 

Entitlement this month   90.0 *   
Flow this week  30.9 (4 400  ML/day) 
Flow so far this month 10.7  
Flow last month 123.7  

 

Salinity (EC)    (microSiemens/cm at 25o C) 
  Current Average over the last week Average since 1 August 2019 
Swan Hill  90  100  70 
Euston - - - 
Red Cliffs  90  50  50 
Merbein  100  110  100 
Burtundy (Darling)  330  330  680 
Lock 9  110  100  100 
Lake Victoria  140  120  120 
Berri  230  230  150 
Waikerie  280  260  210 
Morgan  270  270  220 
Mannum  250  250  260 
Murray Bridge  300  300  290 
Milang (Lake Alex.)  990  950  890 
Poltalloch (Lake Alex.)  680  600  810 
Meningie (Lake Alb.) 1 640 1 630 1 770 
Goolwa Barrages 7 180 6 460 2 870 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
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River Levels and Flows                                                                                                          Week ending Wednesday 03 Jun 2020 

  
Minor Flood 

Stage Gauge Height Flow Trend Average Flow this 
Week 

Average Flow last 
Week 

River Murray (m) 
local 
(m) 

(m 
AHD) (ML/day)   (ML/day) (ML/day) 

Khancoban - - - 7 700 R 6 830 7 780 
Jingellic 4.0 2.33 208.85 10 200 R 9 200 9 730 
Tallandoon ( Mitta Mitta River ) 4.2 1.83 218.72 1 660 F 1 790  980 
Heywoods 5.5 1.49 155.12  600 S  600  600 
Doctors Point 5.5 1.75 150.22 2 450 R 2 360 2 600 
Albury 4.3 0.89 148.33 -     -    - - 
Corowa 4.6 0.74 126.76 2 100 F 2 420 2 580 
Yarrawonga Weir (d/s) 6.4 0.90 115.94 5 060 F 5 610 6 440 
Tocumwal 6.4 1.51 105.35 5 290 F 5 550 6 710 
Torrumbarry Weir (d/s) 7.3 2.19 80.74 6 230 F 7 130 9 110 
Swan Hill 4.5 1.49 64.41 7 960 F 8 590 10 420 
Wakool Junction 8.8 3.68 52.80 11 260 F 11 850 12 400 
Euston Weir  (d/s) 9.1 2.15 44.00 12 520 F 12 840 12 870 
Mildura Weir (d/s)   - - 14 950 F 13 200 13 080 
Wentworth Weir  (d/s) 7.3 3.35 28.11 12 150 S 12 120 12 620 
Rufus Junction - 2.86 19.79 3 170 R 4 030 5 140 
Blanchetown (Lock 1 d/s) - 0.67 - 3 740 F 4 360 3 250 
                
Tributaries               
Kiewa at Bandiana 2.8 1.99 155.22 1 970 R 1 900 2 100 
Ovens at Wangaratta 11.9 9.16 146.84 3 980 R 3 090 3 870 
Goulburn at McCoys Bridge 9.0 1.72 93.14 1 370 F 1 620 1 450 
Edward at Stevens Weir (d/s) 5.5 1.22 81.00  950 F 1 420 2 320 
Edward at Liewah - 2.67 58.05 2 080 F 2 140 1 770 
Wakool at Stoney Crossing - 1.64 55.13 1 040 F 1 080  720 
Murrumbidgee at Balranald 5.0 0.89 56.85  530 R  560  710 
Barwon at Mungindi 6.1 3.15 -  90 F  100  120 
Darling at Bourke 9.0 4.11 -  550 F  830  950 
Darling at Burtundy Rocks - 0.72 -  160 S  160  150 
                
Natural Inflow to Hume           5 680 7 450 

 (i.e. Pre Dartmouth & Snowy Mountains scheme) 

Weirs and Locks Pool levels above or below Full Supply Level (FSL) 
Murray FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s   FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s 
Yarrawonga 124.90 -0.15 - No. 7 Rufus River 22.10 -0.35 +0.56 
No. 26 Torrumbarry 86.05 -0.02 - No. 6 Murtho 19.25 +0.01 +0.01 
No. 15 Euston 47.60 -0.25 - No. 5 Renmark 16.30 +0.03 +0.21 
No. 11 Mildura 34.40 -0.17 +0.43 No. 4 Bookpurnong 13.20 +0.13 +0.49 
No. 10 Wentworth 30.80 +0.02 +0.71 No. 3 Overland Corner 9.80 +0.16 +0.29 
No. 9 Kulnine 27.40 +0.21 -0.84 No. 2 Waikerie 6.10 +0.16 +0.24 
No. 8 Wangumma 24.60 -0.89 -0.28 No. 1 Blanchetown 3.20 +0.14 -0.08 

Lower Lakes FSL = 0.75 m AHD 
Lake Alexandrina average level for the past 5 days (m AHD) 0.61 

Barrages                                                                             Fishways at Barrages 
  Openings Level (m AHD) No. Open Rock Ramp Vertical Slot 1 Vertical Slot 2 Dual Vertical Slots 
Goolwa 128 openings 0.64 All closed - Closed Open - 
Mundoo 26 openings 0.61 All closed - - - Open 
Hunters Creek - - - - Open - - 
Boundary Creek 6 openings - All closed - Open - - 
Ewe Island 111 gates - All closed - - - Open 
Tauwitchere 322 gates 0.63 2 Open Open Open - 

AHD = Level relative to Australian Height Datum, i.e. height above sea level

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
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State Allocations (as at 03 Jun 2020) 

NSW - Murray Valley  Victorian - Murray Valley 
High security 97% 
General security 3% 

 

 High reliability 66% 
Low reliability 0% 

 

NSW – Murrumbidgee Valley 
 

Victorian - Goulburn Valley 
High security 95% 
General security 11% 

 

 High reliability 80% 
Low reliability 0% 

 

NSW  - Lower Darling 
 

South Australia – Murray Valley 
High security 100% 
General security 30% 

 

 High security 100% 
 

NSW : https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/allocations-availability/allocations/summary 

VIC : http://nvrm.net.au/seasonal-determinations/current 

SA : http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/water-storage
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/allocations-availability/allocations/summary
http://nvrm.net.au/seasonal-determinations/current
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray
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