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RIVER MURRAY WEEKLY REPORT 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING WEDNESDAY, 31 MAY 2017 
 
Trim Ref: D17/21363 
Rainfall and inflows 
Most of the rain recorded this week fell along the southern ranges and in northeast New South Wales 
(Map 1). The highest totals were recorded in the Southern Alps including 93 mm at Mount Buller AWS 
and 55 mm at Mount Buffalo. Other significant totals in Victoria included 74 mm at Mount William in 
the Wimmera. In NSW, 45 mm was recorded at Cabramurra AWS and 25 mm at Khancoban AWS on 
the southwest slopes and 16 mm at Pindari Dam on the northwest slopes. In South Australia, 26 mm 
was recorded at Meadows and Woodside and 22 mm at Mount Compass in the Lofty ranges. Little or 
no rain was recorded in Queensland and central and north western NSW. 

 
Map 1 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall map week ending 31 May 2017. Source: Bureau of Meteorology 
 

Rain across the upper catchments saw a rise in stream flows along upper Murray tributaries. The Mitta 
Mitta River at Hinnomunjie bridge peaked close to 800 ML/day and is currently 470 ML/day. The upper 
Murray at Biggara peaked twice around 900 ML/day, once at the start of the week and again towards 
the end of the week, and is currently 590 ML/day. The Ovens River, measured at Rocky Point, 
increased to 970 ML/day later in the week and is holding close to this rate at around 850 ML/day. 
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May 2017 Summary 
Rainfall during May was mostly around average across much of the Murray-Darling Basin, although 
patchy areas scattered around the basin recorded rainfall above or below average (Map 2). Rainfall in 
the upper Murray, upper Goulburn and Mitta Mitta catchments were mostly below average. Overall, 
the Bureau of Meteorology reports that area-averaged rainfall across the Murray-Darling Basin in May 
was 25.8 mm and that May 2017 was the 47th driest May in 118 years of records. 

 
Map 2 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles for May 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

Temperatures during May were mostly above average in the north of the Basin and average to below 
average in the southern Basin (Map 3). The Bureau of Meteorology reports that the Australian mean 
daily maximum temperature in May 2017 ranked equal 9th warmest on record, however this was 
influenced by warmer temperatures in the north and west of Australia. 

   
Map 3 - Temperature deciles for Australia for May 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
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River Murray system inflows during May (excluding Snowy Scheme, Darling River and managed 
environmental flows) totalled around 168 GL, which is below the month’s long-term median of 281 GL 
(see figure on page 13). In comparison with the historical record since 1891, only about 22% of 
previous monthly totals for May have been lower than the inflows observed in May 2017. 

Estimated evaporation losses from MDBA storages for May 2017 are reported in Table 1. Evaporation 
is estimated by multiplying the surface area of the storage by the net evaporation. Net evaporation is 
derived by subtracting the rainfall recorded at the storage from this calculated evaporation. Rainfall 
during May resulted in a small net gain (negative evaporative loss) at Hume storage. 

Table 1 - Monthly evaporation figures for MDBA storages 

Storage *Approximate (net) evaporative loss 
in May 2017 (GL) 

Average storage volume in 
May 2017 (GL) 

Percentage net evaporative 
loss in May 2017 

Dartmouth 0 3007 0 

Hume -1 1874 -0.1 

Lake Victoria 2 385 0.6 

Menindee 
Lakes 

25 789 3.2 

* Evaporative loss from storage = surface area of the storage x net evaporation. 
 

Autumn 2017 Summary 
Rainfall was average to above-average across most of the Murray-Darling Basin in autumn 2017 
(Map 4). Across the Basin as a whole, the Bureau of Meteorology reported area-averaged rain for 
autumn 2017 totalled 115.7 mm, ranking it the 81st wettest autumn out of 118 years of records. 
 

 
Map 4 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall across autumn 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
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Temperatures across the Basin were generally above average during autumn (Map 5). The Bureau of 
Meteorology reports that the Australian mean daily maximum temperature ranked 7th warmest on 
record. 

 
Map 5 - Temperature deciles for Australia in autumn 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

Autumn inflows to the River Murray System (excluding Snowy Scheme, Darling River and managed 
environmental inflows) totalled around 498 GL, compared with the long term median of 624 GL (see 
figure on page 13). In comparison with the historical record since 1891, only about 38% of previous 
autumn totals have been lower than the inflows observed in autumn 2017. 
 

2016-17 Water Year Summary 
 
The beginning of June marks the transition to a new ‘water year’ for the River Murray system as the 
commencement of the winter-spring period is typically when tributary inflows increase and headwater 
storages begin to be replenished. The water year is used by the MDBA to manage and report on 
system inflows, demands and storage levels across a 12 month period in a way that best matches the 
system’s hydrological and demand cycle. 

Rainfall  

Rainfall in 2016-17 was above average across most of the Basin (Map 6). 2016-17 was significantly 
wetter than 2015-16 and the wettest year basin-wide since 2011-12. Of particular note, rainfall for the 
winter and spring period was ‘very much above average’ across most of the Basin (Map 7) with 
highest on record totals across large parts of central New South Wales and in a small area of the 
Victorian Alps. In addition, September 2016 was the Basin’s wettest September on record. More 
information is available in the BoM’s Special Climate Statement 58 – record September rains continue 
wet period in much of Australia. 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs58.pdf
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs58.pdf
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Map 6 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles from 1 June 2016 – 31 May 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 

 

Rainfall over summer and autumn was closer to average, although South Australia, western Victoria 
and northeast NSW were generally wetter than average, whilst western Queensland and north 
western NSW were drier than average (Map 7). 

 
 

  
Map 7 - Murray-Darling Basin rainfall deciles for 1 June 2016 – 30 November 2016 (left) and 1 December 2016 – 31 May 2017 
(right) (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
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Temperature 

Overall, temperatures across much of the Basin were above average for the 2016-17 water year 
(Map 8).  Whilst conditions during spring 2016 were generally cooler than average, summer 2016–17 
saw prolonged and, at times, extreme heat across the Basin. Temperatures in January and February 
were notable due to the maximum temperatures reached and the record period of consecutive days of 
high temperatures above threshold values. More information is available in the BoM’s Special Climate 
Statement 61—exceptional heat in southeast Australia in early 2017. Temperatures in March 2017 
were also notable with some parts of north central Victoria recording their highest on record mean 
March temperatures. 

  
Map 8 - Temperature deciles for Australia from 1 June 2016 – 31 May 2017 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology) 
  
Inflows 

River Murray System inflows during 2016-17 water year were around 14,800 GL – almost twice the 
long-term median of around 8,000 GL putting 2016-17  in the wettest 14% of years on record. By 
comparison, inflows in 2015-16 totalled 3,050 GL with 4,400 GL in 2014-15 (see figure on page 13). 

Inflows to Menindee Lakes were around 1,800 GL putting 2016-17 in the wettest 30% of years on 
record. This follows three years of almost no inflows. By comparison, the long-term median inflow is 
865 GL.   

Active storage 

MDBA active storage started the 2016-17 water year at 2,560 GL, or around half the long-term 
average for start of June (Figure 1). Significant inflows over winter and spring increased the water in 
storage to a peak of 7,400 GL in mid-December 2016. Over the remainder of the water year the total 
active storage reduced to 5,470 GL by the end of May 2017. This is around 400 GL more than the 
long-term average for this time of year. 

On 1 June 2016, water in storage at Menindee was only 49 GL as a result of extremely low inflows for 
three years in a row. However, significant inflows during the second half of 2016 refilled Menindee 
storage to a peak of 1,585 GL in mid-December. This is around 150 GL shy of the full supply volume 
(1,730 GL). Releases during 2016-17 to supply demands in the lower Darling and the River Murray 
system, along with evaporation losses and releases to the Anabranch reduced the water in storage to 
780 GL by the end of May. 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs61.pdf
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs61.pdf
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Figure 1 – MDBA active storage, June 2000 to present. 

Operations 

With a relatively low volume of water in storage following dry conditions in 2015-16, operations at the 
start of winter were initially focused on storing water. However, operations soon transitioned to 
airspace management at Hume Reservoir as rainfall and resulting runoff continued into spring. Flood 
operations at Hume Reservoir commenced in early September and continued until late November, 
with a peak release of 80,000 ML/day in early October.  

Significant flow contributions downstream of Hume came from the Kiewa and Ovens Rivers, with 
Wangaratta on the Ovens peaking near 100,000 ML/day in early October (12.77m local gauge height) 
– the highest since September 2010 (12.80m local gauge height). As a result of this flow combining 
with high Murray flows, the peak release from Yarrawonga Weir reached 180,000 ML/day in early 
October (the highest since October 1993).  

The peak flows inundated parts of the mid-Murray floodplain that had not seen water in over 20 years. 
Leaf litter that had accumulated over two decades subsequently leached high amounts of dissolved 
organic carbon into floodwaters. While such a process is a vital part of the riverine food web, assisting 
large-scale recruitment events, the magnitude of carbon released from this year’s flooding resulted in 
widespread hypoxic blackwater throughout large parts of the River Murray system. 

Flow in the Murray was boosted by sustained high inflows from the Murrumbidgee River. Inflows, 
measured at Balranald, remained above 10,000 ML/day from mid-October until mid-December, 
reaching a peak of around 30,000ML/day in early November 2016. This is the highest recorded flow 
measured at Balranald since the gauging station was installed in 1979.  

Further downstream on the Murray, the flow reached 94,000 ML/day at the South Australian border at 
the end of November, with unregulated flows continuing until the end of December. Releases through 
the barrages during this event reached around 67,000 ML/day. 

With water available from Menindee Lakes and significant volumes of inter-valley trade water in the 
Goulburn and Murrumbidgee valleys, river flows through the Barmah choke over summer and autumn 
were managed well below channel capacity this year. This reduced the subsequent erosional forces 
through the Barmah Choke and allowed the upper part of the banks to dry out at a time when the 
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Murray would naturally have been very low. However lower flows provided additional challenges. 
These included meeting demands in systems such as Bullatale and Merran Creeks, whose flow is 
dependent on higher levels in the Murray along with recreational amenity at some locations on the 
Murray – in particular the impact on water skiing. In an effort to help mitigate these, MDBA managed 
flows downstream of Hume Dam and Yarrawonga weir as high as practicable during peak periods 
without compromising water resource availability. 

Wetter conditions later in autumn resulted in Lake Victoria being managed at the May target level of 
24.5 m AHD. This was undertaken in accordance with the Lake Victoria operating strategy in order to 
encourage the growth of foreshore vegetation and help protect against erosional impacts on aboriginal 
cultural heritage, and resulted in higher flows being delivered to South Australia in May.  

Following on from the floods in 2016, wetter conditions in South Australia during summer and autumn 
helped keep water levels in the lower lakes relatively high. In addition, the delivery of large volumes of 
water along the length of the Murray for the environment allowed barrage releases to continue after 
the floods, maintaining connectivity between the Coorong and the southern ocean. 

Early Outlook for 2017-18 

BoM’s 3 month outlook for June to August is generally for drier conditions over the southern half of 
Australia. However, there is no clear signal for the upper Murray catchment. Both the Pacific (ENSO) 
and Indian (IOD) ocean climate indicators remain ‘neutral’ however some models surveyed by BoM 
suggest a ‘late-onset’ El Niño which may suppress spring rains although these outlooks have been 
weakening over recent months. 

Hume and Dartmouth storages are currently relatively full for this time of year (only 16% and 50% of 
years (respectively) have had higher storage volumes at end of May). Scenarios prepared by MDBA 
for planning purposes suggest that Hume Dam could fill later in spring 2017 if inflow conditions during 
winter and spring are near average or wetter (reasonably wet inflow conditions would be required to 
spill Dartmouth Dam). 

MDBA is meeting with local government and SES representatives in Albury in early June to discuss 
storage management at Hume Dam and the possibility of flooding over the coming winter-spring 
period. 

With the volume in Menindee Lakes above 480 GL, water stored in the lakes could be available to the 
MDBA for release to meet River Murray system demands during the coming 2017–18 water year. 
When MDBA directs releases will depend on future inflows, evaporative losses, local use and Murray 
inflows and demands. MDBA remains committed to working with WaterNSW to ensure that as much of 
the 480 GL as is reasonably practicable is stored in the upper two lakes (Lakes Wetherell and 
Pamamaroo) when the 480 GL trigger is reached to maximise water available to meet Broken Hill and 
lower Darling critical needs. 

In the southern Basin, opening water availability for 2017–18 is expected to be higher than last year. 
South Australia has announced that its River Murray water access entitlement holders will receive 
100% of their allocation. Similarly, New South Wales has indicated that there is sufficient resource to 
assure full allocation for all lower Darling licence categories. NSW Murray and Murrumbidgee general 
security allocations are expected to commence with at least 4% and 9% of entitlement (respectively). 
When added with carry over, water availability for general security users could average close to 47% 
and 39% of entitlement (respectively). In Victoria, high reliability water holders are expected to start 
2017–18 with 50% of entitlement or better in the Murray system and 30% of entitlement or better in the 
Goulburn system. 

 

 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray/water-allocation-and-trade/water-allocations-and-announcements
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/715817/170515-water-allocation-statement-murray-outlook-2017-18.pdf
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/715817/170515-water-allocation-statement-murray-outlook-2017-18.pdf
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/715818/170515-water-allocation-statement-murrumbidgee-2017-18-outlook.pdf
http://nvrm.net.au/outlooks/current-outlook
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River operations 

 
The total MDBA storage increased by 31 GL this week, and total active storage is now 5,471 GL (64% 
capacity).  

At Dartmouth Reservoir, the storage volume increased by 6GL to 3,010 GL (78% capacity). The 
release from Dartmouth, measured at Colemans, remained steady at around 200 ML/day. The release 
will increase to around 1,200 ML/day from 1 June for the purposes of electricity generation. The 
duration of this increased release is dependent upon electricity demands over the coming days. 

At Hume Reservoir, the storage volume increased by 31 GL to 1,960 GL (65% capacity). Releases 
from Hume Reservoir increased from 900 ML/day to 3,000 ML/day early in the week and are currently 
2,200 ML/day. These releases are currently above the normal minimum of around 600 ML/day as 
additional water is delivered on behalf of the environmental water holders to maintain higher base 
flows in the Murray for the benefit of native fish. 

At Lake Mulwala, the pool level is currently 124.68 m AHD. The level is expected to remain around 
124.7 m AHD over the coming week. The release downstream of Yarrawonga Weir has increased to 
4,200 ML/day and is expected to vary between around 3,800 ML/day and 4,200 ML/day in the coming 
week. This is well above the minimum flow rate of 1,800 ML/day which is likely to have been reached 
late this week without additional water being released from Hume to maintain the higher base flows. 

Inflows to the Edward-Wakool system remained steady this week, with flows through the Edward 
River and Gulpa Creek offtakes currently around 430 ML/day and 150 ML/day respectively. With the 
regulator gates at these structures currently clear of the water, inflows to the Edward-Wakool system 
can be expected to fluctuate over winter in response to the changes in river levels downstream of 
Yarrawonga Weir. Flow downstream of Stevens Weir averaged 300 ML/day. The weir pool is around 
4.0 m (local gauge) and will vary between 3.8 m and 4.0 m over winter to provide connectivity for fish 
in the Yallakool Creek and downstream in the Wakool River. Visit the WaterNSW website for more 
information.  

On the Goulburn River, the flow at McCoys Bridge is targeting 940 ML/day, with water above the 
minimum flow of 350 ML/day being provided for the environment. An environmental flow pulse for the 
Goulburn River is currently planned for late June. More information will be provided in future weekly 
reports. On the Campaspe River, the flow at Rochester is around 60 ML/day. 

At Torrumbarry, the weir pool level is currently at 85.85 m AHD, or 20 cm below the full supply level 
(FSL). In the coming weeks, as part of the weir pool variability program, the pool level is expected to 
be varied, with the level planned to decrease as much as 50 cm below FSL. Visit the MDBA website 
for more information. Diversions to National Channel averaged 440 ML/day to supply higher flows 
along Gunbower Creek for the benefit of native fish. Release downstream of Torrumbarry Weir has 
eased and averaged 3,300 ML/day.  

Inflow from the Murrumbidgee River remained mostly steady at around 400 ML/day (measured at 
Balranald), but is now increasing. The flow will continue to rise and is likely to reach around 
1,000 ML/day in the coming week.  

At Euston Weir, the pool level has remained around the FSL (47.60 m AHD). The flow rate 
downstream of the weir has averaged 6,100 ML/day and is likely to ease below 6,000 ML/day over the 
coming week. 

On the Darling River, the total storage volume in the Menindee Lakes decreased by 13 GL and is 
currently 779 GL (45% capacity). Inflows to the lakes are continuing at low rates, with the daily flow 
continuing to recede (currently around 500 ML/day measured at Wilcannia). Releases from Menindee 
Lakes to the lower Darling River at Weir 32 are continuing around 400 ML/day. This is above the 
normal minimum of 200 ML/day at this time of year. The additional water is being released on behalf 

• Higher releases from Dartmouth for electricity generation 
• Deliveries from Hume continue to maintain flows for native fish 
• Flow to South Australia to steady at 4,000 ML/day for ‘run-of-river’ salinity monitoring 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
http://www.waternsw.com.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/media/media-releases?date%5bvalue%5d%5byear%5d=2017
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of environmental water holders to benefit native fish in the lower Darling River. Releases from 
Cawndilla outlet decreased from 700 ML/day to 300 ML/day this week as part of the delivery of water 
to the Great Darling Anabranch for the benefit of native fish. These flows will continue to be 
gradually wound back with rates around 100 ML/day expected by late next week. 

At the junction of the Darling and Murray rivers at Wentworth the flow is currently steady at around 
6,700 ML/day. Downstream of the weir, inflows from the Great Darling Anabranch are slowly receding 
and contributing around 700 ML/day. 

At Lake Victoria, the storage level is currently 24.5 m AHD (396 GL). Over the coming months, 
MDBA will manage the filling of Lake Victoria so that the storage volume peaks as late in the year as 
possible. This strategy aims to encourage the growth of foreshore vegetation and helps protect 
against erosional impacts on aboriginal cultural heritage, whilst maximising the storage available to 
help supply flow to South Australia during next summer and autumn. 

Flow to South Australia reduced from 7,000 ML/day to 5,000 ML/day during the week as inflows to 
Lake Victoria were managed to target a lake level of 24.5 m AHD on 31 May in accordance with the 
Lake Victoria operating strategy. The flow to South Australia will gradually reduce to 4,000 ML/day 
over the coming days and remain around this rate for approximately two weeks. This steady flow is 
being targeted to facilitate ‘run-of-the-river’ salinity monitoring from the SA border to the lower lakes. 
This monitoring is typically undertaken annually and provides valuable information about the intrusion 
of salt into the River Murray. The results are used to calibrate salt modelling and help inform salt 
interception scheme (SIS) operations. The flow downstream at Lock 1 averaged 5,800 ML/day. 

At the Lower Lakes, the 5-day average water level in Lake Alexandrina has increased to 0.66 m AHD. 
Barrage gates were mostly closed this week in order to manage reverse flows of sea water due to high 
tides and large swells. Only small releases occurred through Tauwitchere, briefly at the start of the 
week and again at the end of the week. 

For media inquiries contact the Media Officer on 02 6279 0141 
 
 
 
DAVID DREVERMAN 
Executive Director, River Management 
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Water in Storage                                                                  Week ending Wednesday 31 May 2017 

MDBA Storages 
Full 

Supply 
Level 

Full Supply 
Volume 

Current 
Storage 

Level 
Current  Storage Dead 

Storage 
Active 

Storage 

Change in 
Total 

Storage 
for the 
Week 

  (m AHD) (GL) (m AHD) (GL) % (GL) (GL) (GL) 
Dartmouth Reservoir 486.00  3 856   472.12 3 010 78% 71 2 939 +6 
Hume Reservoir 192.00  3 005   186.14 1 960 65% 23 1 937 +31 
Lake Victoria 27.00   677   24.50  396 58% 100  296 +6 
Menindee Lakes    1 731*    779 45% (480 #)  299 -13 
Total    9 269     6 145 66% - - 5 471 +31 
Total Active MDBA Storage             64% ^   
                  
Major State Storages        
Burrinjuck Reservoir   1 026    640 62%  3  637 +4 
Blowering Reservoir   1 631   1 134 70%  24 1 110 +23 
Eildon Reservoir   3 334   2 187 66%  100 2 087 +8 

* Menindee surcharge capacity – 2050 GL                             ** All Data is rounded to nearest GL **                                                  
#  NSW has sole access to water when the storage falls below 480 GL. MDBA regains access to water when the storage next reaches 640 GL. 
^ % of total active MDBA storage                                            

Snowy Mountains Scheme                                               Snowy diversions for week ending 30 May 2017  
Storage  Active Storage 

(GL) 
Weekly Change 

(GL) Diversion (GL) This Week From 1 May 
2017 

Lake Eucumbene - Total 1 605 -33 Snowy-Murray +25  154 
Snowy-Murray Component  829 +21 Tooma-Tumut +0   
Target Storage 1 290   Net Diversion 25  154 
      Murray 1 Release +28  168 

Major Diversions from Murray and Lower Darling (GL) * 
New South Wales This Week From 1 July 

2016 Victoria This Week From 1 
July 2016 

Murray Irrig. Ltd (Net) -0.1 903 Yarrawonga Main Channel (net) 0 240 
Wakool Sys Allowance -0.5 35 Torrumbarry System + Nyah (net) 1.2 424 
Western Murray Irrigation 0.1 25 Sunraysia Pumped Districts 0.2 96 
Licensed Pumps 0.8 251 Licensed pumps - GMW (Nyah+u/s) 0.2 41 
Lower Darling 3.6 115 Licensed pumps - LMW 4.6 302 
TOTAL 3.9 1329 TOTAL 6.2 1103 

* Figures are derived from actual and estimates where data is unavailable. Please note that not all data may have been available at the time  
  of creating this report. 
** All data above is rounded to nearest 100 ML for weekly data and nearest GL for cumulative data** 
 
Flow to South Australia (GL) 

* Flow to SA will be greater than normal entitlement 
for this month due to environmental water delivery. 

Entitlement this month   93.0 *   
Flow this week  42.6 (6 100  ML/day) 
Flow so far this month 221.2 

 Flow last month 173.8 
 

 

   Salinity (EC)    (microSiemens/cm at 25o C) 
  Current Average over the last week Average since 1 August 2016 
Swan Hill  200  170  120 
Euston 140 140 - 
Red Cliffs  170  180  170 
Merbein  180  180  170 
Burtundy (Darling)  600  600  590 
Lock 9  240  230  220 
Lake Victoria  240  240  200 
Berri  340  330  290 
Waikerie  470  480  350 
Morgan  490  500  350 
Mannum  500  480  370 
Murray Bridge  520  480  330 
Milang (Lake Alex.)  570  560  510 
Poltalloch (Lake Alex.)  590  600  390 
Meningie (Lake Alb.) 1 750 1 740 1 770 
Goolwa Barrages 2 770 1 560 1 120 
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River Levels and Flows                                                        Week ending Wednesday 31 May 2017
  

  

Minor Flood 
Stage Gauge Height Flow Trend Average Flow 

this Week 

Average 
Flow last 

Week 
River Murray (m) local (m) (m AHD) (ML/day)   (ML/day) (ML/day) 
Khancoban - - - 5 390 F 4 730 5 340 
Jingellic 4.0 1.98 208.50 6 670 R 5 930 6 630 
Tallandoon ( Mitta Mitta River ) 4.2 1.41 218.30  600 F  600  560 
Heywoods 5.5 1.78 155.41 2 600 F 2 480  970 
Doctors Point 5.5 1.87 150.34 2 990 F 2 870 1 430 
Albury 4.3 0.97 148.41 -     -    - - 
Corowa 4.6 1.19 127.21 3 820 R 2 870 2 200 
Yarrawonga Weir (d/s) 6.4 0.72 115.76 3 890 R 3 590 3 430 
Tocumwal 6.4 1.31 105.15 3 460 R 3 380 3 450 
Torrumbarry Weir (d/s) 7.3 1.34 79.89 3 240 S 3 270 4 060 
Swan Hill 4.5 0.90 63.82 3 690 F 4 110 4 480 
Wakool Junction 8.8 2.51 51.63 5 210 F 5 650 5 950 
Euston Weir  (d/s) 9.1 1.36 43.20 5 970 F 6 120 6 020 
Mildura Weir (d/s)   - - 6 910 F 6 790 7 150 
Wentworth Weir  (d/s) 7.3 3.02 27.78 6 670 S 6 710 6 970 
Rufus Junction - 3.17 20.10 4 590 F 5 600 6 530 
Blanchetown (Lock 1 d/s) - 0.72 - 6 030 R 5 810 8 310 
                
Tributaries               
Kiewa at Bandiana 2.8 1.13 154.36  700 R  500  540 
Ovens at Wangaratta 11.9 8.19 145.87 1 070 R  770  720 
Goulburn at McCoys Bridge 9.0 1.50 92.92  970 F  950  940 
Edward at Stevens Weir (d/s) 5.5 0.63 80.40  320 F  300  460 
Edward at Liewah - 1.32 56.70  720 F  760  860 
Wakool at Stoney Crossing - 1.58 55.07  810 S  810  810 
Murrumbidgee at Balranald 5.0 0.98 56.94  580 R  440  410 
Barwon at Mungindi 6.1 3.42 -  590 F  620  790 
Darling at Bourke 9.0 4.18 -  690 F  770  540 
Darling at Burtundy Rocks - 0.81 -  300 F  320  320 
                
Natural Inflow to Hume           4 060 3 160 

 (i.e. Pre Dartmouth & Snowy Mountains scheme) 

Weirs and Locks Pool levels above or below Full Supply Level (FSL) 
Murray FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s   FSL (m AHD) u/s d/s 
Yarrawonga 124.90 -0.22 - No. 7 Rufus River 22.10 -0.03 +0.85 
No. 26 Torrumbarry 86.05 -0.20 - No. 6 Murtho 19.25 +0.02 +0.04 
No. 15 Euston 47.60 +0.00 - No. 5 Renmark 16.30 -0.00 +0.16 
No. 11 Mildura 34.40 +0.04 +0.14 No. 4 Bookpurnong 13.20 +0.01 +0.73 
No. 10 Wentworth 30.80 +0.02 +0.38 No. 3 Overland Corner 9.80 +0.01 +0.28 
No. 9 Kulnine 27.40 +0.12 +0.02 No. 2 Waikerie 6.10 +0.04 +0.19 
No. 8 Wangumma 24.60 -0.03 +0.10 No. 1 Blanchetown 3.20 -0.05 -0.03 

 
Lower Lakes FSL = 0.75 m AHD 

Lake Alexandrina average level for the past 5 days (m AHD) 0.66 

Barrages                                                                             Fishways at Barrages 

  Openings 
Level (m 
AHD) No. Open Rock Ramp 

Vertical Slot 
1 Vertical Slot 2 

Dual 
Vertical 
Slots 

Goolwa 128 openings 0.67 All closed - Open Open - 
Mundoo 26 openings 0.65 All closed - - - Closed 
Hunters Creek - - - - Open - - 
Boundary Creek 6 openings - All closed - Open - - 
Ewe Island 111 gates - All closed - - - Open 
Tauwitchere 322 gates 0.69 8 Open Open Open - 

AHD = Level relative to Australian Height Datum, i.e. height above sea level 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
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      State Allocations (as at 31 May 2017) 

NSW - Murray Valley  Victorian - Murray Valley 
High security 100% 
General security 100% 

 

 High reliability 100% 
Low reliability 5% 

 

NSW – Murrumbidgee Valley 
 

Victorian - Goulburn Valley 
High security 100% 
General security 100% 

 

 High reliability 100% 
Low reliability 0% 

 

NSW  - Lower Darling 
 

South Australia – Murray Valley 
High security 100% 
General security 100% 

 

 High security 100% 
 

 

NSW : http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-availability 
VIC : http://nvrm.net.au/seasonal-determinations/current 
SA : http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/river-murray 

 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-information/weekly-reports
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